Digitized by Google 



LETTERS 



ON 



SILESIA, 



WRITTEN DURING A 



TOUR THROUGH THAT COUNTRY 

IN THE YEARS 1800, 1801 ; 

BY HIS EXCELLENCY 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, < " 

THEN MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY PROM THE UNITED STATES TS) 
THE COURT OF BERLIN; AND SINCE A MEMBER Qt THE 
AMERICAN IENATE. 




IN TWO PARTS a 




Containing a Journal of E Tour 
through Silcfia, performed in the 
latter Part of 1800, by Mr* 
Adams ; in which the Topogra- 
phy, the Agriculture, Manufac- 
tures, and Commerce, and the 
Morals and Manners of the Peo- 
ple of that Dutchy are accurately 
defcribed. 



PART II. 

Containing a complete geographi- 
cal, ftatiftical, and hiftorical 
Account of Silefia ; together with 
a Detail of its political Confu- 
tation, military, civil, and ec- 
clefiaftical Eftablitnments, Se- 
minaries of Education, Litera- 
ture, and learned Men. 



EMBELLISHED WITH A NEW MAP. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR, J. 1UDD, AT THB C10WN AND MITKEj FALL KAIL. 

1804. 



--•it » ii*> " 



■ ■ 



S. GoiNSLL, Printer, 
Little Queen Succt, Holbor*. 



Digitized by Google 



ADVERTISEMENT, 



THESE Letters were written from the 
places and at the times with which they are 
dated, by the eldejl fon cf the late Prefident 
of the United States, at that time American 
Minifter at Berlin, to his brother Thomas 
Boylfton Adams, Efq. at Philadelphia. It 
will be evident on reading them, that they 
were not originally intended for public vicw% 
but the younger Mr. Adams, at the requeft 
of fome gentlemen of diftinguijhed tafte to 
<whom they were Jhewn, permitted them to be 
printed in the Port Folio, a mifcellaneous 
paper publijhed in the Tranfatlantic capital. 
Prom that work they are now, for the firft 
time, collected, and are offered to the Britijh 
public as a faithful piflure of the intercfiing 
province of Silejia, by the hand of a gentle* 
man, a fcbolar, and a flatefman. 

Fail Mall, June 24, 1804. 
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PART THE FIRST: 

CONTAINING A 

JOURNAL OP A TOUR 

THHOUCH 

SILESIA, ' 

JPERFORMEP IN THE LATTER PART OF THE YEAR 

1800, 

By Mr. ADAMS. 

IN WHICH 

THE TOPOGRAPHY, THE AGRICULTURE, MANUFACTURES. 
ANP COMMERCE, AND THE MORALS AND MANNERS 
OF THE PEOPLE OF THAT DU TCHY ARE 
ACCURATELY DESCRIBED. 
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LETTER I. 

Departure from Berlin — Frankfort on the 
Oder — Annual Fairs — Beet-Sugar — 
Jrwijh Filthinefs — Univerfity — The Oder 
— Prince Leopold of Brunfwick — Kleijl— 
Mineral Waters — M. Schoening the Land- 
rath — Canals — Count Finkenflein. 

* 

Frankfort on the Oder, 20th July 1800. 

JVs I have befpoken your company upon 
our journey into Silefia, I begin this letter at 
our firft refting ftation from Berlin. Hitherto 
we have indeed feen little more than the 
wfual Brandenburg fands, and perhaps you 



3 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

wfll find our tour as tirefome as we have 

* 

found it ourfelves. I cannot promife you 
an amufing journey, though I hope it will 
prove fo to us. My letters to you on this 
tour will be in the form, and ferve as the 
fubftitute, of a journal. They will, of courfe, 
be fragments, written at different times and 
places ; nay, 'perhaps, \h different humours : 
therefore, make up your account to receive 
patiently all my tedioufnefs. 

On Thurfday the 1 7th inft. we left Berlin* 
juft after three in the morning, and arrived 
here at about nine the fame evening. The 
diftance is ten German miles and a quarter, 
which, you know, is a very long day's 
journey in this country. In the courfe of a 
few years it will be an eafy journey of eight 
hours ; for the prefent King, who has the 
very laudable ambition of improving the 
roads through his dominions, is now making 
a turnpike road, like that to Potfdam, the 
whole way hither; as yet, not more |han 
one German mile of it is fini fixed, and the 

4 
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TOUR THROtTGH SILESIA* 3 

reft of the way is like that which, on every 
fide, furrounds the Tadmor of modern times* 
As we approach within a few miles of 
Frankfort the country becomes fomewhat 
hilly, and, of courfe, more variegated and 
pleafant than that near Berlin ; but we could 
perceive little difference in the downy foft- 
nefs of the ground beneath us, or in the 
needles of the pines within our view. Part 
of the country is cultivated, as much as it is 
fufceptible of cultivation ; and here and there 
we could fee fcattered fpires of wheat, rye, 
barley, and oats, (hooting from the fands, 
like the hairs upon a head almoft bald. We 
came through few villages, and thofc few 
had a miferable appearance. A meagre com- 
pofition of mud and thatch formed the 
cottages, in which a ragged and pallid race 
of beggars refide : yet we muft not be un- 
juft, and muft therefore confefs, that we 
pafled by one nobleman's feat which had the 
appearance of a handfome and comfortable 
houfe. 

B 2 
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4 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

We arrived here juft in rime to fee the kft 
dregs of an annual fair, fuch as you have 
often fecn in the towns of Holland, and as 
you know are cuftomary in thofe of Ger- 
many. Here we heard great complaints 
againft the minifter Struenfee, for having 
ruined the value of the fair, by prohibiting 
the fale of foreign woolkn manufactures* 
which have, heretofore, been the moft effen- 
tial articles of fale at this fair. This prohi- 
bition is for the fake of encouraging the 
manufactures of this country, a principle 
which the government purfue on all poflible 
occafions. They are no converts to the opi- 
nions of Adam Smith and the French econo- 
Tnifts, concerning the balance of trade, and 
always catch with delight at any thing 
which can prevent money from going out of 
the country. Of this difpofition we have 
feen a notable inftance in the attempts lately 
made here for producing fugar from beets ; 
of which, I believe, you heard fomething 
while you were here, and about which much 

* • V 
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has been faid and done fince then. At one 
time we were affured, beyond all doubt, that 
one mile fquare of beets would furnifti fugar 
for the whole Pruflian dominions. The 
queftion was fubmitted to a committee of 
the Academy of Sciences, who, after long 
examination and deliberation, reported, that, 
in truth, fugar, and even brandy, might be 
produced from beets, and in procefs of time 
might be obtained in great quantities ; but 
that, for the prefent, it would be expedient to 
continue the ufe of fugars and brandies* 
fuch as had been hitherto in ufe. Since this 
report, we have heard little or nothing of beet* 
fugar. 

Frankfort is an old town, pleafantly fitua- 
ted, and containing about 12,000 inhabit- 
ants, of which a fourth part are Jews. It 
is, therefore, diftinguiftied by thofe peculi* 
arities which mark all European towns where 
a large proportion of Ifraelites rcfide, and to 
exprefs which, I fuppofe, refort muft be 
had to the Hebrew language : the Englilh, 
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6 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA* 

at leaft, is inadequate to it ; for the word 
fihb conveys an idea of fpotlefs purity in 
comparifon with Jewifti naftinefs. The gar-* 
rifon of the town confifts of one regiment. 
There is here, likewife, an univerfity ; and 
by the introduction of a letter from Berlin, 
we have become acquainted with two of the 
profeffors. The number of ftudents is less 
than two hundred ; of whom one hundred 
and fifty are ftudents of law, ten or fifteen 
of divinity ; and not more than two or three 
of medicine. The library, the mufeum, 
and the botanical garden, the profeffors tell 
me, are all fo miferable, that they are alhamed 
to ihew them. 

The banks of the Oder, on one fide, are 
bordered with fmall hills, upon which, at 
fliort diftances, are little fummer-houfes with 
vineyards ; and at thefe, during fummer, 
many inhabitants of the town refide. On the 
other fide the land is flat, and the river is 
reftrained from overflowing only by a large 
dyke, which has been built fince the year 
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1785. At that time the river broke down 
the fmallerdyke, which had, until then, ex- 
ifted, and overflowed the country to a con- 
fiderable extent. Prince Leopold of Brunf- 
wick, a brother of the prefent reigning 
Duke, was then colonel of the regiment in 
garrifon here, and loft his life in attempting 
to fave fome of the people whom the inun- 
dation was carrying away. You have pro* 
bably feen prints of this melancholy acci- 
dent, and there is an account of it in the laft 
editions of Moore's early Travels. There 
is a fmall monument ere&ed in honour of 
the Prince, upon the fpot where his body- 
was found. It was done by the freema- 
fons of this place, of which fociety he was 
a member ; but there is nothing remarkable 
in either the defign or the execution. There 
is, likewife, in the burying-ground, a little 
monument, or rather tombftone, to Kleift, 
one of the moft celebrated German poets, 
whom his countrymen call their Thomfon. 
He was an officer in the fervice of Frederick 

M 
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8 TOUR THROUGH SJLESIA* 

the Second, and was killed at the battle ot 
Cunerfdorf, a village diftant only a couple 
of miles from this place. 

Juft at the gate of the town there is a 

i 

fpring of mineral water, at which a bathing- 

■ 

haufe has been built, with accommodations 
for lodgers. This bath has been confider- 
ably frequented for fome years paft, and the 
phyficians of the town fay that the waters 
are as good as thofe of Freyenwalde. I am 
willing to believe them as good as thofe of 
Toeplitz; for my faith in mineral waters 
in general was not much increafed by the 
fuccefs of our tour there laft fummer. 

22d July. 

fitill at Frankfort. We had left Berlin 

■ ■ 

without being fully aware of the precife 
nature of the journey we had undertaken, 
and had not thought of providing furs and 
jvinter clothing for a tour in the dog-days. 
But one of theprofeffors, to whofe acquaint- 
since we have been introduced, at this place, 

i 

■ 

i 
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TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 9 

1 

had formerly gone the fame journey ,• and, 
from his reprefentations, we have been induc- 
ed to fend back to Berlin for thick clothing, 
and this circumftance has prolonged our ftay 
here two days more than we at firft intended. 
Yefterday we took a ride of three or four miles 
to the country- feat of a Mr. Schoening, the 
Jandratb of the circle. The fun&ions of his 
office are to colled: the territorial taxes with- 
in a certain diftrid called a. circle, which is 
a fubdivifion of the province. You know 
the importance and extent of this title of 
rath or counfellor, in the conftitutions of the 
German dates. It is a general name, defig- 
nating every officer in all the fubordinate 
parts of the adminiftration ; and fometimes 
a mere honorary title, which Frederick the 
Second, by way of joke, once granted to a 
perfon, upon condition that he lhould never 
prefume to give any counfel: for the prin- 
ciple upon which the name is founded is, 
that die perfon holding the title occafionally 
gives the King counfel, and the firft part of 

1 
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10 TOUR THROUGH SILBSIA. 

it ufually defignates the particular depart- 
ment in which he gives it. 

Mr. Schoening and his lady received us 
with great kindnefs and hofpitality. From 
the neighbourhood of their houfe, and on 
our return, we had the pleafure of agreeable 
profpedts of the town, the river, and of the 
country beyond it ; though it has not much 
variety, nor any thing remarkably ftriking. 

Not far beyond Mr. Schoening's houfe is 
a canal, joining the Oder to the Spree, by 
means of which a water communication is 
eftablifhed between the Baltic and the North 
Sea ; there is, likewife, a fimilar canal be- 
tween the Oder and the Viftula. Frederick 
the Second madefeveral of thcfe jundlions of 
rivers during his reign, and fome had been 
made by his predeceffors. Their benefit in 
facilitating the intercourfe between the feve- 
ral parts of Germany, and, above all, with 
Poland, would be ftill greater than it is, if 
it were not counterafted by that mutual jea- 
loufy which bars the paflages between the 
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dominions of neighbouring and rival fove- 
reigns. 

At a diftance of about two German miles 
from this, refides Count Finkenftein of 
Madlitz, a fon of the venerable oldminifter 
of ftate, who died laft winter, and whofe 
lady and daughters you have feen at Berlin. 
He was formerly prefident of the judicial 
tribunal at Cuftrin, but was difmiffed by 
Frederick the Second, on the occafion of 
the miller Arnold's famous law-fuit : an in- 
ftance in which the great King, from mere 
love of juftice, committed the greateft in- 
juftice that ever caft a (hade upon his charac- 
ter. -His anxiety upon that occafion to 
prove to the world that in his courts of juf- 
tice the beggar fhould be upon the fame 
footing of right as the prince, made him 
forget that in fubftantial juftice the maxim 
ought to bear alike upon both fides, and that 
the prince fhould obtain his right as much as 
the beggar. Count Finkenftein, and feveral 
other judges of the court at Cuftrin, together 
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13 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA* 

with the High Chancellor Fiirft, were all 
difmiffed from their places for doing their 
dirty, and perfifting in it contrary to the will 
of the King, who, fubflituting his ideas of 
natural equity in the place of the prefcrip- 
tions of pofitive law, treated them with the 
utmoft feverity for condudt which ought tor 
have received his fulleft approbation. Since 
that time, Count Finkenltein has lived upon 
this eftate of his, cultivating his farm, and 
in the converfe of the Mufes ; we have 
not had an opportunity, during our ftay 
here, to vifit him, he and his family being 
at prefent abfent from his feat; but we are 
told that no lands in the province are in fo 
flourilhing a condition as his. The Count 
unites the purfuits of literature with thofe 
of farming, and has lately publiftied a tranf- 
lation of Theocritus in German verfe. 

We propofe to continue our journey to-day 
as far as CrolTen. 

Yours ever. 
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LETTER II. 

Crojfen — Griinierg — Woollen Manufactures 
— Af. Forfter — Cultivation of the Vine — 
Manners and Drefs — M. Anders — Garve 
— Difcontents at Frankfort— Freyjladt — 
Count Kalkreuth — Complimentary Vift 
from the Town-ojficer — Cheapnefs of Pro* 

- 

vifions. 

Grunberg, 23d July 1800. 

As I have ftipulated that you (hall perufc 
none of my letters written during this tour 
but with your map in hand, I need not tell 
you, perhaps, that this is the firft town we 
have reached after entering upon the borders 
of Stfefia. Its diftance from Frankfort is 
ten German miles ; we left that place yefter- 
day at one in the afternoon, and again expe- 
rienced, as we had done more than once 
before, how impoflible it is to carry into 
effeft the determination of not travelling in 
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the night. We were told at Frankfort, that 
we could eafily go from thence to Croflen 
in eight hours, and in four from our de- 
parture, that is, at five in the afternoon, we 
had actually come half way. There remained 
one ftage of three miles for us to perform, 
which, after waiting as ufual more than an 
hour to change our horfes, we were feven 
hours and a half in travelling ; fo that we 
reached Croflen at half paft one this morn- 
ing. We Hopped there until feven, and 
then came the other four miles to this place, 
where we arrived between twelve and one 
at noon. The country through which we 
' came is the exadt counterpart of that between 
Frankfort and Berlin, or that between Ber- 
lin and Hamburgh ; only, if poffible, deeper 
fands, narrower roads, and the mofe fre- 
quent fliock of pine-tree boughs over- 
hanging the way. It is truly the abomina- 
tion of defolation. Well might Frederick 
the Second confider the foil of his ancient 
patrimony as an objection to the maxim that 
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God created nothing but what was deftined 
to fome purpofe. M Sand," faid the old 
King to Zimmermann, M I have always 
been puzzled to know for what purpofe 
God created fand." 

This town contains about feven thoufand 
inhabitants, who derive their fubfiftence 
from two fources, from the manufacturing 
of broad-cloth, and from the cultivation of 
the vine. The firft is carried on in a manner 
which it fhould feem might ferve as an ex- 
ample for our own country. Here is no 
large capitalift at the head of an extenfive 
inanufadture, ' and employing at wages 
which will fcarcely keep foul and body 
together, a large number of workmen whofe 
labours only contribute to accumulate his 
enormous wealth ; but here are between fix 
and feven hundred looms, which furnifh 
comfortable fubfiftence to as many families. 
The wool is partly raifed in the neighbour- 
hood and partly imported from Poland. 
There are feveral fulling-mills which belong 
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to the guild or corporation of the manufac- 
turers, and are ufed in common by them all; 
but the fpinning, the carding, the dying, 
the weaving, the drying, the preffing, the 
napping, in fliort the whole procefs, from 
the (hearing of the fleece to the fale of the 
cloth for the taylor, is performed by each 
feparate manufacturer for himfelf. It is 
poflible, for I cannot difpute the principles 
of Adam Smith refpedting the divifion of 
labour, that by the feparation of all thefe 
fingle operations the fame quantity of in- 
duftry might produce a greater quantity of 
manufactured materials, but it is very 
doubtful whether it would produce a com- 
petent fubfiflence for fo many individuals. 
Where the fyftem of fubdividing labour ad 
infinitum is eftabliftied, each individual 
workman is but an infinitefimal fragment of 
a vaft body. One man, ten men, fifty men, 
combining all their faculties together, can- 
not produce any thing: unlefs there is a 
manufacture upon an immenfe fcale, there 
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can be none at all. The (ingle workman is 
thus placed altogether dependant on the 
great capitalift, and mult of courfe become 
his drudge. Thus hundreds of laborious 
men will be compelled to groan and fweat 
under a weary life, for the fake of adding 
thoufands more to the thoufands of one mer- 
chant. But where all the operations for the 
production of a manufactured work can be 
. performed by one man, or by a fmall num- 
ber of men, each fingle workman will be 
of more confluence in himfelf, more inde- 
pendent of his employer, and more certain 
of fubfiftence; the profits of manufacturing 
will be diftributed in fmaller portions, and 
to greater numbers; there will be lefs accu- 
mulation and more circulation of wealth. 

The mod considerable manufacturer here 
is a Mf. Forfter, and he only poflefles and 
ufes the machines for fpinning and carding 
wool which are employed in the Engliflx 
manufactures, and are well known in Ame- 
rica. We went to fee thefe machines in 

c 

Digitized by Google 



iS TaUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

operation,, a?id they were (hewn us by Mr. 
Forfter, not only with great eomplaifance, 
but with much apparent pleafurfc ; he was 
delighted at the fight of a native American, 
the firft whom he had ever feea. This 
country in general is feldom vifited by 
ftramgers, and in fuch countries ft rangers 
are always treated with the utmoft attention 
and hofpitality. Many years ago I had ex- 
perience of this in Sweden; and the farther 
we now remove from Berlin the more we 
become fenlible of it upon this road. They 
make in this town about 25,000 pieces of 
broad cloth annually, of four different qua- 
lities; the fincft is to all appearance as hand- 
fome as the Engliih broad-cloth, which we 
commonly wear for coats, and is about fifty 
per cent, cheaper. Mr. Fcirfler told me it 
would give him great plea fu re to fend fome v 
of his cloths- to America, and 1 have no 
doubt but that a merchant who would fpecu- 
late upon them from our country, would 
find his account verv well in it : thev now 
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fetid them to Poland, Ruflia, Hamburgh, 
and Berlin. 

Their wine is a much more precarious 
fource of profit than their broad-cloth. 
The whole country furrounding the town is 
dad with vines, and hi favourable years 
they raife wine enough, not only for their 
own confumption, but likewife large quan- 
tities for exportation. But Bacchus loves to 
bafk in warmer climates than thefe; a hard 
winter kills the vines, and others muft be 
planted at a confidcrable expenfej if they 
bloflbm too early, they are nipped by the 
froft; if too late, their liquor turns to vine- 
gar: a cold night late in the fpring, or early 
in the autumn, is enough to cut off half their 
vintage; and upon the whole, the labour 
and expenfe they beftow upon this fruit are 
all thrown into a lottery, which has feveral 
blanks to a prize. A'ftranger however can- 
not be furprifed that they fliould hazard fo 
much upon the grape when he fees the land 
upon which it is planted. It is the only 
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way in which Nature can here be forced to 
yield any thing. 

I have already obferved to you that wc 
perceive the manners of the people here to 
differ from thofe to which we have been 
accuftomed at Berlin. It extends only in a 
flight degree to the drefs of the women, 
which is remarkable for a fort of fillet or 
diadem of black velvet, bordered on both 
fides with gauze or lace, which they wear 
round the head, and which has a pretty ef- 
fect. There is likewife a great fimplicity 
in their drefs ; and the coftume of thofe who 
are in circumftances of wealth or competence 
differs from that of the poorer clafs only in 
the finenefs of the clothes they wear. Mrs. 
Forfter, the wife of the gentleman I have 
mentioned to you, was thus drefTed, in a 
fhort jacket and petticoat, with a white 
apron, and handed us cakes and wine for 
refrefhment herfelf, which both (he and her 
hufband urged us to take, with great kind- 
nefs and cordiality. He himfelf appears to 
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be much of a politician, and reads the newf- 
paper very conftantly. The national feel- 
ings, averfion againft Auftria, and good- 
will to France, were very perceptible in his 
converfation, and in that of another gentle- 
man to whom I had brought a letter; but 
they both fpoke with great applaufe of the 
Americans, for having perfevered in fup- 
porting their fyftem of neutrality during 
the war. Nothing was more true, faid 
Mr. Forfler, than the old proverb, Friede 
nuferi % und krieg verzehrt — (Peace blooms, 
and war confumes). I faw nothing in 
either of thefe perfons that difcovered any 
tin&ure of the new philofophy; on the 
contrary, Mr. Anders, who is a man of 
information and letters, exprefled himfelf a 
great admirer of that philofophy which is 
ealily applied to the purpofes of life; and 
with diflike of that which is merely fpe- 
culative, and finds no end, "in wandering 
mazes loft." Upon this ground, he declared 
his preference of Garve to Kant, as a philo- 
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fopher. Garve was a Gentian writer, who 
died about two years ago at Breflau ; he is 
highly celebrated as far as his language ex- 
tends, though his fame has not yet been 
blazoned fo widely abroad as that of Kant, 

His writings are chiefly upon topics of mo- 
rality, which he has promoted by his own 
works, and by tranflations both from the 

Latin and Englifh, from that moft admira- • 
ble monument of ancient genius and wif* 
dom, Cicero's Trcatif? de Officiis, and from 
the modern but valuable book of Dr. Paley, 
In the manners and converfation of thefe 
perfons, upon the whole, we found a frank- 
nefs, a cordiality, and good nature truly 
republican, or which at leaft I love to con- 
fideras fuch. They fpeak with opennefs and 
freedom of their own government, which 
they praile and blame according as they 
think it deferves. I told you in my laft 
letter of the fymptoms of diflatisfa&iort we 
had feen at Frankfort. The merchants and 
traders were difcontented at being deprived 

i 
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of the principal profits of their fair; and the 
nobility at having been fubjedted to a heavy 
excife upon fmall wines and beer, from 
which they had always been exempted by 
privileges which they fay the King at his ac- 
cefTion fwore to maintain. Here the nobi-, 
lity and the towns were difpleafed, that the 
King fhould have taken the homage of Si- 
lefia by a mere deputation from the States 
to Berlin ; and think he ought to have taken 
h folemnly at Breflau, as his father and Fra- 
derick the Second had done. Some of the 
towns in particular claim it as an exprefs 
privilege, to do homage no where but at 
Breflau ; and the province in general thought 
itfelf flighted by the omiflion ef the cere- 
mony. 

As we are here not far from the borders of 
Poland, or what they now call South Pruf- 
fia, we alfo hear fomething of the adminif- 
tration in that country which is not without 
cenfure. Numerous officers have been 
placed there, who treat the Poles too much 
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as a conquered people, and induftrioufly 
labour to render galling that yoke which 
every principle of good policy would rather 
induce them to alleviate. 

4 

Freyftadt, 24th July. 

We came here this morning from Griin- 
berg, ftrikingout of the great road to Breflau, 
which we (hall not vifit, at lead for the 
prefent j and in order to get into the great 
road to Hirfchberg, and the mountains 
which we had left at Croffen in order to pais 
through Griinberg. I had a letter for a Count 
Kalkreuth, whorefides here, whofe grounds 
are faid to be Jaid out with great tafte and 
elegance in the Englifh manner, and who 
has a remarkably fine library; but upon ar- 
riving here we find that the Count is abfent, 
and will not return for fevcral days. But 
this town being out of the ordinary poft- 
rbad, we could not procure horfes to proceed 
until to-morrow morning, and muft recon- 
cile ourfelves to remain here the reft of the 
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day. This circumftance, though not the 
moft agreeable in itfelf, has enabled us to 
make a difcovery of our own confequence, 
which will make you fmile at leaft, though 
I hope you will not laugh aloud at our ex- 
penfe. Know then that a town-officer has 
this afternoon come formally in the name of 
the magift rates, and of the whole town, to 
compliment us upon our arrival here ; to 
offer us all the fervices in their power, and 
to exprefs their high fatisfa&ion at pofleff- 
ing within their walls, &c. &c. &c.; for 
the good gentleman *s eloquence was lb 
highly rhetorical, that but for the high re- 
fpedfc 1 owe the magiftrates of the town, I 
fhould have been ftrongly reminded of the 
firft adventure of Gil Bias when he fet 
out upon his travels. Yet this comparifou 
would have been alike unjuft and ungrateful, 
as the compliment in this cafe was truly fin- 
cere. The worthy officer, inftead of eating 
our fupper and then giving us a leflbn of 
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modefty, has added to his compliment the 
prefent of a baflcet of fine fruit. 

A circumftance which cannot efcape the 
obfervation of a ftranger, on entering Sile- 
fia from the Eledorate, is an immediate and 
effential change with refpedt to the articles of 
provifion at the public houfes ; they improve 
in quality, and at the fame time are at much 
lower prices. We find at the inns a printed 
paper polled on the door of every apartment, 
and marking the regulated prices for every 
item of entertainment, which the innkeepers 
cannot exceed. We had juft been paying a 
dollar each for very bad dinners at Frankfort, 
and at Griinberg were charged only one 
third as much for very good ones. The 
other charges were all in the fame propor- 

■ 

tion. This fa<5t is worth mentioning, be- 
<raufe it tends to prove how well fitted this 
province is to be a manufadhiring country. 

Yours affectionately. 
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LETTER III. 

Mifery of the Pea/ants — Sprotau — Cloth 
Manufactory — Convent and Church of St. 
Mary Magdalen — Enmity between the Ca- 
tholics and Proteflants — Potteries — Ex- 
traordinary Ingenuity of Jacob the Car- 
penter and Huttig the Weaver. 

Bunzlau, 26th July 1800. 

» 

Yesterday morning early we took our 
departure from Freyftadt, and came to this 
place, a diftance of eight German miles, 
five of which are in a fingle ftage from 
Sprotau hither. The face of the country has 
vifibly and greatly improved as we came 
along ; and although we ftill had to wade 
through feveral miles of fands, more or lefs 
deep, we were frequently relieved by patches 
of good roads, and by beautiful fields of 
wheat, rye, barley, oats, and efpecially flax, 
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which appeared in a highly flouriftiing con- 
dition. As it happens to be juft now the 
harveft-time, we pafled many groups of 
reapers, a fight which would have afforded 
us more fatisfa&ion had we not known that 
they were far from gathering the bounties of 
the feafon for themfelves, and had they not, 
by frequently foliciting our charity, proved 
the wretchednefs of their condition. We 
travelled through Saxony, a part of the 
March, and a corner of Bohemia, Iaft year 
at this time, and then we alfo met many 
companies of reapers; we faw feveral laft 
week as we came from Berlin, but we never 
before beheld them beg. Since we entered 
Silefia, yefterday and the day before, cer- 
tainly more than twenty times, as we pafled 
by troops of peafants of both fexes who 
were gathering the harveft, a woman from 
among them, and fometimes two or three, 
ran from the fields to our carriage with a 
little bunch of flowers tied up with fome ears 
of the grain which they were gathering, 
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and threw them into die carriage at the win* 
dows, by way of begging for a dreyer or 
half a grofli. The reafon of this is, becaufc 
the condition of the peafant in Silefia is 
much worfc than in the Electorate. For 
although perfonal fervitude exifts alike in 
both provinces, yet the forf in the March is 
never compelled to labour for his lord, more 
days than there are. In Silefia he is often 
obliged to furnifti ten days work in a week : 
judge then, after the man and his wife have 
both laboured five days in feven for the lord, 
what fort of a fubfiftence they can earn in 
the remaining two (one of which is a Sun- 
day) for themfelves. 

There is fo little travelling through this 
country, that unlefs poft-horfes are befpdken 
beforehand they muft be waited for, until 
they can be brought in by fome peafant from 
the fields. Thus we were obliged to flop 
yefterday three hpurs at Sprotau, and, to em- j 
ploy the time, went round the town to fee 
whatever it contained remarkable. It is a 
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fmall place, with about two thoufand inha- 
bitants, one third gf whom are Catholics. 
It ftands upon the Bober, a fmall branch of 
the Oder, which likcwife runs through this 

- 

town, but is too (hallow to be navigable, 
and only ferves at Sprotau to give motion 
to a number of corn-mills and fulling-mills, 
which we faw fully employed. The manu- 
factory of broad-cloth is likewife carried on 
at Sprotau, at Freyftadt, and indeed in all 
the towns in this part of Silefia, though in 
none of them, excepting Goldberg, to fo 
great an extent as at Griinberg. 

In Sprotau there is a convent of nuns, _ 
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, who not 
being fo liberal in their open intercourfe with 
our Ifex as their great patronefs, could not 
be vifited by me. 

We went over the Catholic church, which 
joins upon the nunnery, and is alike dedi- 
cated to Mary Magdalen. Of the pictures 
hung round the church and the altar-pieces, 
thofe which reprefent her were alone tole- 

i 
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rtblc. There was an image modelled upon 
the famous one of our Lady at Loretto, 
which Buonaparte took the liberty of fend- 
ing to Paris about four years ago. The 
moil remarkable thing which I favv in the 
church was a paper pofted up on the inner 
fide of a confefiional, written in Latin, and 
containing a lift of the fins to which the or- 
dinary prieft was forbidden to grant abfolu- 
tion, as being expreflly referved for the con- 
fideration of the holy father himfclf. I ex- 
pected to have found at leaft fome heinous 
crimes upon the lift ; but unlefs the murder 
of a prieft may be confidered as of that de- 
nomination, there was not one. The of- 
fences were, burying an heretic in holy 
ground, reading the books of the heretics 
without a fpecial licenfe, refufing to pay 
tithes, and about a dozen others, all of the 
fame ftarnp, and all having fome reference 
to the papal authority. Obferve particularly, 
that the unpardonable crime of reading he- 
retical books is expreffed in terms fo vague 
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and comprehcnfive (libros bereticorum), that 
they may be conftrued by the prieft to mean 
almoft any books he pleafes ; and this paper 
is publicly pofted in a country where the 
Catholics themfelves are but a tolerated feft, 
the fubje&s of a Proteftant fovereign. It 
is poffible indeed that the reftraints of the 
Romilh church upon its followers may be 
more rigorous and more public in fuch a 
country than where its authority is unques- 
tioned and unoppofed. Silefia was originally 
under the Auftrian government a Catholic 
province ; at this time about one half of its 
inhabitants ftill adhere to that religion ; and 
although the fteady maxims of the Pruflian 
government, and ftill more the revolutions 
of time and opinions, have powerfully ope- 
rated to introduce in fpirit of mutual forbear- 
ance, if not harmony, there is perhaps no 
part of Europe where the root of bitternefs 
between the two parties is yet fo deep, and 
cleaves with fuch ftubbornnefs to the ground, 
v> here. The Catholics hate the Proteftants 
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the more, for having, now, fecure and un- 
limited liberty in their worfhip ; and the 
Proteftants envy the Catholics the privileges 
they ft ill retain, and which the Pruffian go- 
vernment has bound itfelf to preferve. Mr. 
Zollner, who publiflied a tour through 
Silefia, made in the year 1771, and from 
whom I draw much of the information I 
give you, fays, that it is common here for 
a Catholic to exhibit, before a Lutheran judge, 
a complaint againft another Catholic, for 
calling him a Lutheran, and requiring fttif- 
fadtion for what he confiders as the blackeft 
flander that could be caft upon him. 

About half way between Sprotau and this 
place we firft came in fight of the moun- 
tains towards which we are travelling, and 
from which we are ftill about forty of our 
miles diftant. 

- 

Hirfchberg, 27th July, Sunday. 

Before I give you an account of our jour- 
ney hither, I muft fay fomething of what 
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we faw ycfterday at Bunzlau ; and which I 
had not time to tell you, before we continued 
our journey. 

The principal manufactory of Bunzlau is 
in pottery ; particularly of thofe brown cof- 
fee-pots and milk-pots, of which you have 
feen many at the inns of Berlin, and through 
the Ele&orate. Of thefe potters there are at 
Bunzlau nine, each of whom employs fix 
or eight workmen. We faw them make feve- 
ral large pots, fuch as are commonly ufed to 
hofd butter. From a cubic mafs of clay, 
about a foot thick, they form, in about five 
minutes, the pot, by merely moulding it 
with the hand, while it whirls round upon 
a fort of circular bench, placed before the 
workmen. We could not, however, ftay 
long to fee them, for they work in the fame 
room where the ovens are heated to bake 
the pots, and its warmth was to us intole- 
rable. In the yard of this pottery there is 
a pot of prodigious fize, made about half a 
century ago, which contains nearly fifty 
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bufliels. It is about twelve feet high; is 
hooped like a barrel, which it refembles in 
form, and is kept in a houfe built purpofely 
for it. The Germans appear to have a par- 
ticular predile&ion for things of enormous 
dimenfions in their kind ; the tuns of Heidel- 
berg and Konigftein, and this pot, ferve as 
examples to (hew how much Jize enters into 
their ideas of the fublime. 

But the greatcft curiofities of Bunzlau 
are two mechanical geniufes by the name of 
Jacob, and of Hiittig, a carpenter, and a 
weaver, who are next-door neighbours to 
each other. The firft has made a machine, 
in which, by the means of certain clock- 
work, a number of puppets, about fix inches 
high, are made to move upon a kind of ftage, 
fo as to reprefent in feveral fucceflive fcenes 
the paffion of Jefus Chrift. The firft ex- 
hibits him in the garden at prayer, while the 
three apoftles are fleeping at a diftance. In 
-the laft he is fhewn dead in the fepulchre, 
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guarded by two Roman foldiers. The in- 
tervening fcenes reprefent the treachery of 
Judas, the examination of Jefus before Caia- 
phas, the dialogue between Pilate and the 
Jews concerning him, the denial of Peter, 
the fcourging, and the crucifixion. It is all 
accompanied by a mournful dirge of mufic ; 
and the maker, by way of explanation, re- 
peats the paffages of Scripture which relate 
the events he has undertaken to fhew. I 
never faw a ftronger proof of the ftrength of 
the impreflion of objedls, which are brought 
immediately home to the fenfes. I have 
heard and read more than one eloquent fer- 
mon upon the paflion ; but I confefs, none 
of their moft laboured efforts at the pathetic 
ever touched my heart with* one half the 
force of this puppet-fhow. The traitor's 
kifs, the blow ftruck by the high prieft's 
fervant, the fcourging, the nailing to the 
crofs, the fpunge of vinegar, every indig- 
nity offered, and every pain inflidted, occa- 
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iioned a fcnfation, when thus made percep- 
tible to the eye, which I had never felt at 
mere defcription. . 

Hiittig the weaver, with an equal, or 
fuperior mechanical genius, has applied it 
in a different manner, and devoted it to geo- 
graphical, aftronomical, and hiilorical pur- 
fuits. In the intervals of his leifure from 
the common weaver's work, which affords 
him fubfiftence, he has become a very learn* 
ed man. The walls of his rooms ate cover- 
ed with maps and drawings of his own, re- 
prefenting, here the courfe of the Oder, with 
all the towns and villages through which it 
runs ; there the mountains of Switzerland, 
and thofe of Silefia, over both of which 
he has travelled in perfon. In one room he 
has two very large tables, one raifed above 
the other ; on one of them he has ranged all 
the towns and remarkable places of Germany, 
and, on the other, of all Europe ; they are 
placed according to their refpedive geo- 
graphical bearings . The names of the towns 
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arc written on a fmall fquarc piece of paper, 
and fixed in a flit on the top of a peg, which 
is ftuck into the table. The remarkable 
mountains are fhewn by fmall pyramidical 
black Aones, and little white pyramids are 
Rationed at all the fpots which have been 
diftinguifhed by any great battle or other re- 
markable incident. The man himfelf, in 
explaining his work, fhews abundance of 
learning, relative to the ancient names of 
places, and the former inhabitants of the 
countries to which he points ; and amufed us 
with anecdotes of various kinds, conne&ed 
with the lands he has marked out. Thus, in 
Ihewing us the Alps, he pointed to the fpots 
over which the French army of referve fo 
lately paffed, and where Buonaparte fo for- 
tunately efcaped being taken by an Auftrian 
officer ; and then he gave us a fliort com- 
ment of his own upon the chara&er and ex- 
traordinary good fortune of the Firft Conful. 
In a fecond room he has a large machine, 
reprefenting the Copernican fyftem of the 
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univerfe : it is made in fuch a manner, as 
that the whole firmament of fixed ftars moves 
round our folar fyftem once in every twenty- 
four hours, and thus always exhibits the 
liars, in the exadt pofition, relative to our 
earth, in which they really ftand. Inter- 
nally, he has ftationed all the planets which 
belong to our fyftem, with their feveral fatel- 
lites, and all the comets that have been ob- 
ferved during the laft three centuries. In a 
third room he has another machine, exhi- 
biting in different parts the various phafes of 
the moon, and thofe of Jupiter's fatellites, 
the apparent motion of the fun round the 
earth, and the real motion of the earth round 
the fun. 

In his garret he has another work, upon 
which he is yet occupied, and which being 
his laft labour, feems to be that in which 
he takes the moft delight. Upon a very 
large table, fimilar to that in the firft room, 
he has inlaid a number of thin plates of 
wood, formed fo as to reprefent a projection 

d 4 

♦ 

i 

Digitized by Google 



40 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

of the earth upon Mercator's plan. AH the 
intervals between the plates of wood defig- 
nate that portion of the world which is 
covered with water. He has ufed a number 
of very fmall ropes of two colours, drawn 
over the furface in fuch a manner as to de- 
fcribe the tracks of all the celebrated cir- 
cumnavigators of the globe. The colours 
of the ropes diftinguifh the feveral voyages 
from each other. To three of thefe great 
adventurers, who he thinks claim efpecial 
pre-eminence above the reft, Columbus, 
Anfon, and Cook, he has (hewn a fpecial 
honour by three little models of ftiips, bear* 
ing their names, which are placed upon the 
furface of his ocean, in fome fpot of their 
refpedlive courfes. The names of all the 
other voyagers, and the times at which their . 
voyages were performed, are marked by 
papers fixed at the points of their departure. 
Such is the imperfedt defcription I can give 
you from a fhort view of the labours of this 
teally curious man. He muft be nearly, or 



Digitized by Google 



t 

I 

■ 

TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 41 

quite feventy years old, and has all his life- 
time been of an infirm conftitution. But 
this tafte for the fciences, he told us, was 
hereditary in his family, and had been com- 
mon to them all, from his great-grandfather 
down to himfelf. His drefs and appearance 
were thofe of a common weaver : but his 
expreflive countenance, at once full of enthu- 
fiaftic fire and of amiable good-nature, was 
a model, upon which Lavater might expa- 
tiate with exultation. The honeft and in- 
genious weaver, on our taking leave, made us 
fmile by exclaiming, that now, if he could 
but have a traveller from Africa come to fee 
his works, he could boaft of having had 
vifitors from all the four quarters of the 

globe. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER IV. 

* 

Orphan-houfe at Bunzlau — Opitz — Lowen- 
berg — Hivfchberg — Beauty of the Country 
— The Opera of RubenzahL 

r • 

Hirfchberg, a8th July 1800. 

Xhe narrow dimenfions of my paper com- 
pelled me to break off my laft letter, before 
I had finifhed giving you an account of all 
we had feen in the forenoon we ftayed at 
Bunzlau \ r yet I had little more to fay ; for 
our vifit at the orphan-houfe, which is, at 
the fame time, a public fchool, fcarcely de- 
ferves mentioning. We faw there nothing 
but a chapel and a dining-hall, in which 
there were about thirty boys at dinner : but 
the prefent being vacation-time, many of 
the children, and mod of the inftru£lors, are 
abfent. Befides which, the inftitution itfelf, 
we were told, is much upon the decline, and, 

* 
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inftead of two hundred youths, who for- 
merly were educated there, can now fcarcely 
number fifty. There is alfo a convent of 
Dominicans at Bunzlau, which now con- 
fifts only of three monks, and which had 
nothing worthy of being feen. Before we 
leave the town,. it may not be amifs to tell 
you, that it was the birth-place of 0/>//z, 
who, though he lived lefs than a century 
ago, is confidered as the father of German 
poetry, and whom they call the Swan of Bober > 
as the Englifli call Shakfpeare the Swan of 
Avon. You would not imagine the name 
of Bober calculated to found very melodi- 
oufly in poetical ditties ; nor is the petty 
ftream itfelf of a nature to infpire the moft 
lofty ftrains : yet, to the ears of Germans, 
there is nothing harfh or ludicrous in the 
found of Bober ; and to their minds nothing 
can be more delicious than the verfe of Opitz. 

After devoting one morning to the fight 
of the curiofities of which I have now given 
you an account, at noon we purfued our 
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journey hither, and arrived here the fame 
night between ten and eleven. At Lowen- 
berg, the only ftage between Bunzlau and 
this, we were again detained two hours to 
procure poft-horfes, and met the captain of 
a company in garrifon at the place, who had 
been in America, among the troops of the 
Duke of Brunfwick, and was taken prifoner 
with General Burgoyne at Saratoga. He re- 
turned to Europe foon after, and has been 
twenty years in the fervice of Pruflia. Tran- 
lient and accidental as this meeting was, he 
treated us with great civility, and offered us 
an apartment in his houfe to fpend the night, 
in cafe we ftiould not get horfes in time to 
come on the fame evening hither. 

For the fix German miles from Bunzlau 
here, we feemed tranfported into a different 
world from that in which we had travelled 
through the Electorate. Turnpike roads as 
fine as any in England ; a continual inter- 
change of hill and dale, exhibiting an end- 
lefs variety of lovely profpe&s ; frequent 
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and confiderable villages and country. feats ; 
fields covered with luxuriant harvefts ; oaks 
rearing their majeftic heads to the clouds, 
and ftreams meandering through meadows, 
which, five times in a feafon, fhoot up their 
fertility in defiance of the fcythe : fuch is 
the fcene for which we have exchanged pine- 
trees and fands. 

Nothing can be more beautiful than the 
fituation of Hirfchberg itfelf ; an hand- 
fomely built town, with a number of noble 
edifices, fituated in a valley, furrounded by 
hills, more or lefs elevated, on every fide ; 
with the fublime gloom of the Giant Moun- 
tains as the back-ground of the fcene. Yet 
we have not had an opportunity fully to 
enjoy its beauties ; the darknefs of the night, 
when we arrived, having intercepted the 
charming profpedt which the city prefents 
to the approaching traveller. We found it 
very difficult the firft night to procure a place 
to lodge in ; the town being, at this time, 
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full of company, owing to the vicinity of 
the baths at Warmbriinn, which are much 
frequented for two months from the middle 
of June. 

Yefterday, being Sunday, we had not an 
opportunity of feeing any of the manufac- 
tures. We went in the afternoon to the Ca- 
tholic church ; a large and ancient building, 
gaudily, but not richly decorated within. 
The pidtures were all indifferent, excepting 
the great altar-piece, which reprefented the 
afcenfion of Chrift, and appeared to be in a 
better flyle than the reft ; though I could not 
approach near enough to examine it accu- 
rately. When we went into the church the 
clergyman was catechifing fome children; 
and afterwards I obferved, that the fervice 
was chiefly performed in German. The 
organ was bad, or very badly played. 

In the evening we went to the play, 
where we faw an opera, called Riibenzahl, 
performed for the firft time here. This 
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Riibenzahl is a perfonage fo important upon 
the Silefian mountains, that you would per- 
haps be glad to have fome account of him; 
but as yet I knoW nothing farther of him 
than what Zollner tells. He fays, that it 
was formerly a general belief among the 
mountaineers, that on the higheft fummit of 
the mountains there refided a giant genius, 
named Riibenzahl ; a very capricious fort of 
fpirit, who aflumed at pleafure the (hape of 
a wolf, or a bird ; a monk, or a bear ; a 
huntfman, or a goat ; a ferpent, or a wifp 
of ftraw : who would often offer himfelf as 
a guide to the traveller, and, according as 
he happened to take his fancy, guide him 
faithfully, and make him handfome prefents 
at parting, or lead him into fwamps or wil- 
derneffes, and then leap upon a tree, and 
burft out into a horfe-laugh at the perplexity 
of his miferable dupe : that he had a won- 
derful facility at raifing inftantaneous fnow- 
ftorms, or thunder-ftorms, according as his 
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fit of caprice happened to be cold or hot ; 
and that nothing gave him fo great offence as 
to hear his name fpoken. Hence, the pea- 
fknts, who frequented what they confidered 
as his dominions, ufed to call him Mr. John, 
or the Giant Lord, or the Great Mountain 
God ; that they might not incur his difplea- 
fure by pronouncing his name. But, fince 
a chapel has been built upon the fpot of his 
abode, poor Rubenzahl has been obliged to 
fly, and nobody knows what has become of 
him : at leaft, it is certain, that fince that 
period, now nearly one hundred and forty 
years, he has not been feen. I was very 

i 

well pleafed, that his firft re-appearance 
fhould be upon the ftage at Hirfchberg, ex- 
actly at the time of our arrival ; but he muft 
have loft much of his power, as well as of 
his malice, fince he has been upon his travels, 
for he had nothing gigantic in his appearance 
laft night. His coftume was very much like 
that of Hamlet, prince of Denmark, upon 
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the London theatres ; and the only fymptom 
of magic about it was a white fafli, with a 
few ftrange figures upon it, which might 
eafily be taken for the riband of an order. 
L* faid, he looked like any thing hut a 
genius. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER V. 

Excurfions among the Hills in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Hirfcbberg — Their romantic 
Beauties dcfcribed. 

* 

Hirfchberg, 28th July 1800. 

■ 

When I exa&ed, as a preliminary to your 
perufal of thefe letters, that you fhould 
always take a map of Silelia in your hand 
(for without it you will find them ftill more 
tedious than I am afraid they will prove at 
the beft), I was not aware that I ought like- 
wife to infift upon your having a like re- 
courfe to a map of ancient Greece. For who 
would have imagined, at the utmoft extre- 
mity of Germany, to be tranfported in an 
inftant upon the mountain of Helicon ? yet 
thither has been, this day, our afternoon's 
excurfion. An ingenious and learned gen- 
tleman of this town, who unites a fondnefs 

» 



Digitized by Google 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. $1 

for the beauties of nature with a tafte for the 
improvements of art, knd equally converfant 
with the claflkal geography of ancient times, 
and the delightful fcenes that furround the 
place of his own refidence, has given the 
name of Helicon to a hill in the neighbour- 
hood of this town, from a refemblance which 
he fuppofed to exift between their refpecftive 
fituations. I can fcarcely believe that the 
real Helicon ever exhibited any thing more 
beautiful and majeftic than the fcenes of its 
Silefian namefake; and indeed any mind 
fufceptible to the harmony of founds will 
moft readily confent to change the name of 
Hirfchberg for that of Thefpiae; of the 
Bober, for the Thermeflus; of the Backer- 
brunnen, and the Merkelbrunnen, for the 
Hippocrene and Aganippe. The mountain 
itfelf, like its original, is covered with a 

r 

wild and venerable foreft of trees on oie 
fide, and with the profufeft bounties of Ceres 
on the other. To increafe the refemblance, 
in a fort of fpiral road, winding up the hill, 
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at little diftances from each other, niches 
have been opened in the woods, at fpots 
which prefent the moft delightful and varied 
profpe&s, and each niche is devoted to one 
of the Mufes, with applicable inferiptions, 
quoted from the Greek and Roman poets. 
At the top of the hill is a fmall temple of 
Apollo ; and in the niche of Terplichore a 
fquare floor is laid down upon a plot of 
ground levelled for the purpofe, fuppofed to 
be appropriated to a dance of the Graces j 
round the floor are placed in a femicircle 
nine benches , as feats for the Mufes, who 
are to pafs judgment upon the dance. AH 
this is fanciful, and to a lover of claflical 
antiquity peculiarly pleafant, as it forms a 
chain for the affociation of ideas all highly 
delightful, though from fuch different 
fources, as required the foul of a poet to 
bring them together. While the fpedtator is 
tranfported with the view of fome of the 
feireft profpedts that the face of the earth 
can boaft of, to call at the fame inftant to 

5 



Digitized by Google 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 53 

his recolleftion thofe exquifitc enjoyments 
which the idea of fcenes from ancient Greece 
muft afford to every liberal and cultivated 
mind, is to adminifter a fort of intelle&ual 
luxury which difcovers an uncommon fenfi- 
bility for what is truly beautiful, and the 
higheft refinement of tafte. Unfortunately, 
other people, with blunter fenfes and lefs in- 
genuity, have been induced by this example* 
to find refemblances and build temples, with- 
out perceiving the ncceflity of connexion and 
confiftency in a fi&ion like this, and haw 
given the name of Gibraltar to a bold pro- 
jelling rock in the midft of this mountain 
of the Mufes. The fpot offers, indeed, a 
moft enchanting profpeft. Clofc before the 
Ipe&ator, and about two hundred yards be* 
ncath his feet, the jun&ion of the rivers 
Bober and Zacken is formed. On his left 
hand, with the interval of the narrow pro- 
found valley through which the ftream runs, 
rife*, yet higher than the fpot where he 
ffonds, a fteep hill, covered with thick. 
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lofty, darkling pines. On his right, at a 
confiderable diftance, his eye is arretted by 
the folid gloom of the Giant Mountains ; 
while in front, beyond the confluence of the 
rivers, it ranges unchecked over blooming 
meadows and loaded corn-fields, contrafted 
with the elegant buildings, and the hand- 
fome town of Hirfchberg ; furrounded, here 
with fcattered villages, there with rocks, and 
hills, and groves interfperfed throughout the 
fcene, and bounded only by the horizon. 
Had this fpot been fituated any where dfe, 
no human being can imagine why it fhould 
be called Gibraltar: here, upon the moun- 
tain of Helicon, and in the midft of the 
feats of all the Mufes, the name feems per- 
fectly abfurd. But this is not all. A mer- 
chant of this town, with more gratitude than 
judgment, and more money than tafte, has 
been at the expenfe of building, at a fmall 
diftance before the temple of- Apollo, ano- 
ther temple of ftone, dedicated, as appears 
by the German infcription in the front of 
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the building, to Frederick the Unique. To- 
wards the bottom of the building is an altar, 
a folid cube, without ornament, intended as 
an emblem of perfection, with the infcrip- 
tion ".Thanks to him/' There are likewifc 

1 

infcriptions on the two infide end walls of 
the fabric; one, purporting that " from his 
days pofterity would begin to date the golden 
age;" the other, that the building was 
eredled by Mr. Geier, Jan. 24th, 1800: 
the date, no doubt, was chofen as being 
Fredericks birthday. That a Silefian fhould 
build a temple to Frederick the Second ; that 
he fhould even confider the golden age as 
beginning from his days, may be excufed; 
for his conqueft of Silefia has, unqueftion- 
ably, been of immenfe advantage te the pro- 
vince; but why this hill precifely fhould be 
chofen for fuch a (how of patriotic devotion, 
is not cafy to determine. An Auftria,n might 
indeed think the place well fele&ed* and 
fay, that the heroes ufurpation of this moun- 
tain of the Mufes aptly reprefented his ufurp- 

M 
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ation of the province ; as the great man had 
one quality in which he wa, by no means 
unique*— a rnoft ardent affection for the pof- 
feffions of others. There are other kicon- 
fiftencies, too, in the arrangements upon this 
hill. Thus, in proceeding beyond the tenw 
pic$, there are paths leading to different 
tracts, which refpeftivcly bear the names of 
Qrcjus and of the Elyfian Fields : at the fpot 
where thefe paths feparate is a long rock, 
which, with the help of a little painting and 
a little imagination, is made to pafs for the 
dog Cerberus j but at a rocky point on the 
declivity of the hill, where the ufually trod- 
den path terminates, the mythological names 
are again abandoned, and the place is called 
the World's End. From this I went down 
to the bottom of the hill, until I came to 
the borders of the fhallow ftream which 
ripples along among the ftones : here an im* 
menfe rock hangs over in fuch a manner as 
to form a fort pf cavern, noted for having 
been once the retreat of falfe coiners, and 
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which beajrs the name of the Cold Kitchen. 
It would be utterly in vain for me to attempt 
a defcription of the wild, romantic, an4 
endlefsly varied profpe&s we enjoyed ui the 
courfe of this walk of four hours. It feems 
like a land of enchantment ; you cannot 
walk at any time five minutes together with- 
out being prefented with new profpe&s, of 
which no two are like each other. 

Between the town and the mountain of 
Helicon is a fmaller hill, called the Hauf- 
berg, upon which many of the citizens have 
formed fmall (hady bowers, and built little 
fireplaces ; fo that they can come in the 
afternoon on fummer days, make themfelves 
tea or coffee, and fit and enjoy the beauties 
of the feafon and of the country : we faw 
feveral of thefe family parties partaking thefe 
innocent and wholefome enjoyments. We 
were ourfelves accompanied upon our excur- 
fion by the poftmafter of Hirfchberg and his 
family. Mr. Rofcntiel, a Silefian and a 
counfellor in the department of the mines at 
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Berlin, had fumifhed us with a written 
dire&ion to guide us upon our route, had 
informed this gentleman beforehand that we 
were coming here, and rcquefted his atten- 
tion to us. We are much indebted to him 
for his civilities. 

Yours affc&ionately. 
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LETTER VI. 

» , 

Linen Manufactories near llirfchbtrg — Ex- 
cur/ion among the neighbouring Hi//s— 
Warmbrunn. 

SchreibeHhau, xft Augufl 1 800. 

If your map of Silefia is a good one, the 
fpot from which I date this will be marked 
upon it; if not, you muft make a point 
about half way between Hirfchberg and the 
Riefengebirge, and you will hit the iden- 
tical kretfeham, or inn, from which I write. 
It is the firft moment I have had for the pur- 
pofe fince I clofed my laft to you. We 
were told before we left Berlin, that the 
tour of thefe mountains was an exceflively 
fatiguing journey ; and from the fpecimen 
of the laft two days, though we have by no 
means come to the worft, we find it was not 
mifreprefented. The multiplicity of objefts 
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we have feen is fuch, that you muft be con- 
tented to take a very concife account of 
them, and perhaps you would have been 
better pleafed had I purfued the fame plan 
from the beginning. I return to the period 
of my journal where my laft number left off. 

July 29. — In the forenoon we vifited, in 
company with our obliging friend the poft- 
matter, a Mr. SchafFer, one of the principal 
linen-merchants of Hirfchberg. It was ouj 
wifli to have feen the manufactories pf the 
linen themfelves ; but none of thefe aje in 
the town, which is merely the market. Al- 
moft every peafant's hut in all the villages 
fcattered round the mountains contains a 
linen-weaver, and a large proportion of 
the fields are covered with linen to bleach. 
Every morning, from eight o'clock till 
noon, you fee a number of thefe peafants in 
the large fquare of Hirfchberg, which is 
the market-place, with bags acrofs tbew 
flioulders, containing one or mo*e pieces of 
linen which they have brought them for fate. 
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It is bought of them by the merchants, who 
give it the final drefling, or, as they call it, 
appreture^ and then fend it to Berlin or 
Breflau, Stettin or Hamburgh, Here we 
find again the fame fyftem of manufa&ory 
which we had remarked with refpeft to 
broad-cloths at Griinberg, the fyftem which 
will undoubtedly be the mod fuitable for the 
imitation of our own country when it (hall 
become a manufacturing land, as indeed it 
already prevails among us to a certain degree. 

There is a variety of different articles which 
in the manufactories pafs under the general 
denomination of linen; but each of the con- 
fiderable towns in Silefia which carries oil 
this trade, confines itfelf principally, or is at 
leaft moft noted for fome one article, and 
furni flies but little of the reft. Thus the 
article for which Hirfchberg is chiefly dif- 
tinguiftied, is what they call in German 
Jcbkier, comprehending what in Englifh 
paflfes under the name of lawn, of long 
lawn, and of cambric. Mr. Schaffer told 
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me they had within the. two laft years re-* 
ceived considerable commiffions for their 
articles from Philadelphia and from Balti- 
more; but he made the ufual complaint, 
which I fcarcely ever knew an European 
merchant trading with America omit to 
make* of bad payment. The linen manu- 
factured here might doubtlefs be had in 
America fifty per cent, cheaper than we pay 
for that of Ireland ; but as the merchants 
here are not acquainted with the fyftem of 
credit upon which our commerce with Eng- 
land refts, and as they are probably not rich 
enough to give fuch credit to a large amount, 
I am apprehenfive our diredt trade with this 
country will not profper fo foon, or fomuch, 
as I heartily wifli it might. With ready 
calh, however, or an equivalent for it, I 
am convinced fingle fpeculations in this 
article, as well as in feveral others of the 
manufactures of this country, might be made 
from the United States with great ad van- 
tagc. 
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In the afternoon we went upon a hill near 
the town, in an oppofite dire&ion to the 
Helicon, .which we had afcended the day 
before. This hill goes by feveral names ; 
but that which feems to be the mod prevail- 
ing is, the Cavalier-berg. Near its fummit 
is a public-houfe, where the citizens of 
Hirfchberg, who go out there in numbers 
every afternoon, are furnifhed with refrelh- 
ments. In various places on the fides of the 
hill are fmall fummer-houfes, each of which 
belongs to a different perfon. Thofe mer- 
chants, whofc circumftances permit them to 
pofl'cfs one of thefe, ufually prefer going 
with their families to them, and fending the 
refreftiments by their fervants, rather than 
repair to the public tavern. The profpedls 
from this hill are nearly as diverfified and as 
enchanting as thofe from the Helicon. The 
arrangements upon it were made by the 
fame perfon, and were fuggefted to him by 
his wife, as the infeription upon a monu- 
ment he has here erected to her memory tefti- 
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fics ; it adds, that (he lent him a confiderable 
fiim of money to accomplish them. This 
infeription is in delicacy of tafte fo very 
inferior to all thofe on the Helicon, that 
one would be led to fufpetft the tafte of his: 
wife had fuggefted all his improvements, but 
for fbme other inferiptions which we meet 
with of a date fubfequent to that of his 
wife's death. Before thefe arrangements 
were made, the only decoration on the fum- 
mit of the hill was a gibbet, to deter evil- 
doers by the moft confpicuous exhibition of 
the fate awaiting them that was poflible. 
From the Cavalier-berg we went over to 
another elevation not far diftant from it, on 
the top of which the fame gentleman hasr 
built a fmall open rotunda, which he calls 
the Temple of Virtue, probably becaufe it is 
rather a rock than a hill, and with a very 
ftecp afcent. Not far from the fummit, on 
one fide of the fteps which have been hew n 
out, the pofition of the rock has formed a 
deep Iheltered cavern, juft of a fize to con- 
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tain two per font ; over which is the inferip- 
tion 44 Spehtncam Dido dux" meant no 
doubt as a warning, never to ftep afide from 
the path leading to the temple of Virtue, 
however rugged, to enter the cavern of 
Temptation. The views of the country 
around are here again varied from thofe of 
the two other hills, and are equally charm- 
ing, though lefs pi&urefque. 

Ju/y 30. — Before feven in the morning 
we took leave of Hirfchberg for a few days* 
and after an hour's ride through a continual 
village of linen-weavers, reached Warm- 
brunn; a place noted, as its name purports, 
for its hot- wells, which numbers of bathers 
and water-drinkers at this feafon of the year 
are ufed to frequent. The bathing-houfes 
are fitted up in a better ftyle than thofe of 
Toplitz, and there is a large and elegant 
chateau juft built by Count Schafgotfch, 
the proprietor of the place, as well as of the 
whole country round this neighbourhood 2 
he propofes for the future to refide here. 

F 
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In this village there are likewife a number of 
glafs-c utters, ftone-cutters, and feal-en- 
gravers, three of whom we vifitcd. The 
glafs is in every refpedt inferior to that made 
in Bohemia, though higher in price ; of courfc 
it cannot be compared with the Englifh, 
which is ftill fuperior to that of Bohemia. 
The engraving, though tolerably good, is 
much inferior likewife to that of the Eng- 
lifli, who, it muft be confeflcd, are the only 
nation who underftand this art to perfection. 
The engravers, however, did not fail to find 
fault with my feal, engraved in London, 
which you know, the one with the arms. 
Mediocrity can never forbear carping at 
talents fuperior to itfelf. I befpoke a little 
feal with our lion upon it, from which 
when it is finiflied you fliall judge what 
right the beft engraver in Warmbriinn has to 
aflume a cenforfliip over thofe of England. 

Yours affectionately. 
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LETTER VIL 

Hermfiorf—Excurjion to the Kynajl- -Count 
Scbafgotfcb'sCaJlle^M. Preller's Vitriol- 
works— be Kochel-faU. 

Schrtiberfhau, ift Auguft 180O4 

About an Englifh mile on this fide of 
Warmbriinn is fituated the village of Hermf- 
dorf, juft at the foot of the Kynajl, one of 
the moft celebrated Silefian hills : itt the vil- 
lage itfelf there is nothing remarkable but 
the'country*featat which Count Schafgotfch 
has hitherto refided. He has a very fine 
library and a good collediioh of pidlures, 
but we heard they Were now all difplaced for 
the purpofc of removal, fo that we could not 
fee them. On the top of the Kynaft, which 
it took us about an hour to afcend, are the 
ruins of an old caftle, built in the year 1 292 
by one of the anceftors of Count Schaf. 

f % 
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gotfch. It was the family refidence until 
1 30 years ago, when it was (truck with light- 
ning; and as that happened to be juft about 
the period when the feudal barons came down 
from their lofty faftneffes to inhabit the rities 
and the plains, the damage done by the fire 
from heaven to this caftle was never repaired, 
and it has fince then been uninhabited. The 
external walls are almoft entire, and thofe 
within ftill remain fufficiently to fhew the 
arrangement of the rooms and chambers, 
all which is pointed out by an old man who 
keeps the keys, and who calls himfclf the 
commandant of the caftle. While we were 
picking a few of the rafpberries which gjow 
wild within the compafs of the apartments 
of this caftle, the recolledtion ^occurred to 
us that it was juft two hundred years older 
than the difcovery of America; and we mo- 
ralized in thought upon the revolutions of 
time, which in the courfe of five centuries 
had thus converted the abodes of focial life 
here into a wild and defolate ruin, while at 

1 
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the fame time they had changed in our 
coimtFy a howling defert int*> flourifhing 
cities. The ruin of an old caftle, a fight fo 
frequent m this part of the world, always 
brings this train of ideas to my mind, and it 
always recurs with a new pleafure, as it 
tends fo powerfully to heighten by contrafl; 
the pleafure which we derive from contem- 
plating the profperous condition of our native 
land. The profpe&s from the top of the 
hill are extenfive and delightful, for I muft 
always ufe the fame words to exprefs things 
of which the eye alone is competent to per- 
ceive and enjoy the difference. The beft de- 
fcription of landfcapes can fcldom convey an 
accurate idea of the original, except to per- 
fons who have feen it ; and as there is little 
probability that you will ever fee the fcenes 
which now fupply fo much amufement to 
us, you will thank me for not entering into 
details which could only be tedious to you. 
Gn one fide of the ruins the declivity of the 
hill is almoft perpendicular, and beyond the 

' 3 
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very narrow vale at the bottom another pine- 
clad hill (hoots up nearly to the fame height, 
and equally fteep ; here you will judge, of 
courfe, there is an echo. It is fo diftant, 
however, that it will not return the loudeft 
efforts of the human voice; but upon the 
firing of a mufket its report rattles, and 
rplls, and reverberates, and dies away like 
a heavy clap of thunder. 

The commandant has coffee made upon 
the hill, to refrefh the traveller after the fa* 
tigue of mounting it, and keeps a book in 
which all who wifti to record their afcenfion 
hither, inferibe their names ; and thofe who 
feel or think themfelves infpired poetically 
by the keen air of the mountain, add lines 
adapted to the occafion or to their feelings. 
In turning over the leaves of this book we 
generally met with fuch effiifions as feemed 
to prove that the mufes of the bards had 
" didtated to them Jlumbering" for they flill 
retained in an eminent degree their foporific 
qualities, The modeft profe-men contented 
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thcmfelvcs with noting down fome moral 
maxim, which was as wife, if not as ap- 
plicable, on the top of the Kynaft as in the 
bufieft city. The humbleft afpirants to this 
fpecies of immortality merely put down their 
names, which at leaft remain here when 
they are forgotten every where elfe. 

After defcending the Kynaft, and continu- 
ing our journey about four of our miles fur- 
ther, we came to the vitriol- works of Meflrs. 
Prellerand Schaul, to the latter of whom we 
had a letter, but he wasabfent upon a journey 
to Breflau. Mr. Preller, however, who 
had been informed of our intended tour 
hither by the poftmafter at Hirfchberg, re- * 
ceived us with great politenefs, fhewed us 
all his works, and afterwards accompanied 
us to the Kochel -fall, and to this inn, Which 
is to be the centre of our excurfions for 
feveral days. 

The vitriol. works are in thehigheft degree 
curious ; but even if I were able, from the 
curfory view of one hour, to give you 9 de* 

* 4 
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tailed defcription of the complicated procefs 
by which from two kinds of ore produced 
at Kupferberg, a town but a few miles dif- 
tant from this place, the manufa&ory makes 
green, blue, and white vitriol, oil of vi- 
triol, an ochre which we commonly call 
Spanifli brown, but which they call here 
Englifti red, and fulphur, it is queftionable 
whether you would underftand it. To be 
thoroughly verfed in fuch a fucceffion of 
various operations as belongs to every great 
pianufadlory, it is abfolutely neceffary to 
unite the information contained in books with 

4 

an ocular infpedtion of the works them- 
selves. I Shall therefore content myfelf with 
telling you, that by means of fire the fulphur 
is firft feparated from the ore j after which 
there Temains a fort of cby, from whkh by 
a due mixture of water the vitriolic lye is dis- 
tilled ; and this, by a fecond application of 
fire, and a fubfequent cooling, is converted 
into a green or blue fubftance, refembling 
alum, or into a white one, refembling loaf- 
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fugar, which are the different kinds of vi- 
triol. The clayey remnant, after the diftil- 
lation from the iron ore, forms the Englifh 
red ; and a third application of fire to the 
vitriol produces the oil. Mr. Preller, who 
has conduced this manufactory with great 
flcill, and with a fagacity which improves 
every advantageous circumftance the local 
fituation of the place affords, has likewife a 
pottery connected with it, to make all the 
earthen veffels for which he has occafion in 
the procefs of his manufa&ory, or to hold 
the various articles when they are made. 
The vitriol is ufed much as part of a compo- 
fition for dying cloths, and likewife for 
making ink. The principal ufe of fulphur 
is but too well known. 

The buildings ftand on both fides of a little 
ftream that falls into the Bober, called the 
Kochel; and this fituation is effential, as it 
affords the means of receiving from the 
woods upon the mountains the immenfe 
quantities of fuel which the manufactory 
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confumes. The wood is felled, cut up, and 
fplit ready for the oven, in the forefts thcm- 
felves, clofe at the fourcc of the river, and 
is thrown into it to float down when the 
waters are high, until it comes immediately 
before Mr. Preller's door. Hence, when, as 
at the prefent time, the waters are very low, 
the bed in which the river ufes to run, is 
ftrewed all along with flicks of this wood 
ready fplit. 

The Kochel-fall is about two Englifh 
miles from the vitriol-work up the river; 
the walk towards it is in the higheft degree 
romantic, full of the fcenes of wild and 
fublime nature. The rocks on both fides of 
the flream refemble in a great degree thofe of 
the Elbe at Konigftein; but here they arc 
covered with large and lofty trees, which 
apparently ftart up from the bofom of the 
very granite, and of which one can fcarcely 
conceive where they have thruft their roots. 
The fall of the water is perpendicular, up- 
wards of fifty Englifli feet, and affords a 
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delightful view to the eye ; but 1 have feen 
much higher waterfalls in Sweden. The 
ftream here is now fo low, that there is 
fcarcely water enough to da(h over the rocks ; 
and what there is rolls as if it was afhamed 
of itfelf, without afpiring to the dignity of 
cafting about any fpray. 

Yours affe&ionately. 

* • 
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LETTER VIU. 

1 

Schreiberjhau — Glafs-boufes on the Borders of 
Silejia and Bohemia — Ex curfion to the 
Giant Mountains — The Zackerle-fal/. , 

Schreiberfhau, 3d Aijguft 1800. 

At the clofe of my laft letter I left you 
in a cool rcfrefliing fliade, in view of the 
Kochel-fall, from which we proceeded the 
fame evening to this inn. It was, as you 
may fuppofe, a fatiguing day; though not 
fo much fo as one or two we have gone 

■ 

through fince, and feveral which ft ill await 
us. This village in one refpedt refembles an 
American country town, more than any other 
fpot I have feen in Europe. It contains 
about 350 houfes and 1600 inhabitants; but 
they are fcattered over an extent of feveral 
miles fquare, and the houfes are all ftrewed 
about in fpots, at an hundred rods or more 
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from each other: the German travellers who 
vifit the place, all fpeak of this arrangement 
as of fomething extraordinary, though to 
me it appeared perfectly familiar, from 
having been (o miftrh ufed to it in our own 
country, 

Hirfchberg, 5th Auguft. 

I had only written thus far when I was 
called away to perform our laft and moll 
important labour upon the prefent excursion j 
from which we returned here yefterday. 
After fix moft fatiguing days, in immediate 
(iicceffion, we propofe fpending a few days 
in this pleafant town to reft ourfelves, in 
which I (hall have time to bring up the 
arrears of my narrative with you. 

We had been obliged to take one of the 
common poft-chaifes of the country to go 
to Schreiberfhau, the roads being fuch that 
our own carriage was not fuitable for them ; 
even the poft-chaife could not anfwer the 
purpofe of our travels beyond that place y 
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and for the remainder of our excurfions we 
could ufe no other carriage than a common 
open peafant's cart, without fprings or feats ; 
inftead of which, however, we had a couple 
of boards fixed acrofs the cart and covered 
with ft raw, which upon the whole was 
really, or at lealt was thought, better than 
fitting on the bottom of the cart itfelf. 

Thus equipped, we left Schreiberfhau be- 
tween five and fix in the morning of the 31ft, 
and rode until noon over fome of the worft 
roads which it has ever been my lot to pafs, 
to fee the glafs-houfes on the borders of 
Bohemia. There are two, one on the Sile- 
fian, the other on the Bohemian fide of the 
boundaries, and about two Englifh miles 
diftant from each other; we faw them 
both. The mere glafs-houfe is much the 
feme on both fides, excepting that the Bo- 
hemian is larger, and makes a greater variety 
of articles. The principal things we faw 
made were vials, bottles, tumblers, wine- 
glafles, coffee-pots, and a fort of glafs-wire 

1 

i 

/ 



Digitized by Google 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA, 79 

ufed upon luftres. I believe the proprietors 
of thefe works are not fond of having 
ftrangers come to infpeft them, and they 
have fome reafon for fuch an averfion : in 
five or fix in fiances, and at both the houfes, 
the particular workman whom we flopped 
to look at failed in the article he was making, 
evidently becaufe we were looking upon 
him ; whether becaufe his attention was in- 
voluntarily drawn away from his work to 
the fpe&ators, or becaufe the confeioufnefs 
of being looked at excited the ambition of 
appearing to do the work with perfedt eafe, 
and occafioned failure from careleffnefs, or, 
by a contrary eflfedt, raifed that unufual 
anxiety to do well which defeats its own 
purpofe, I (hall not determine ; but fuch was 
the fatt. The Bohemian work is much fu- 
perior in quality, and about fifty per cent, 
cheaper than that of their neighbours . They 
have likewife in the fame village, and be- 
longing to the fame manufadlory, glafs-cut- 
ters, grinders, and gilders ; fo that the whole 
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procefs is completed on the fpot. At the 
Silefian works they barely Wow the glafs. 
Much of the Bohemian glafs is handfome ; 
and if they would, as they eafily might, 
confult the Englifh work in the fame article 
to improve the elegance of their forms, it 
would be difficult to diftinguifti between 
them: as it is, the immenfe difference be- 
tween the prices of Bohemian and Englifh 
glafs, even making every allowance for the 
neceffary difference in the price of tranfport- 
ation, convinces me that an advantageous 
trade in this article too might be carried on 
between our country and Bohemia, and I 
hope it one day will. You will perhaps 
think I recur too frequently to this idea ; but 
I confefs one of the chief obje&s of my pre- 
fent tour was to obtain information refpedt- 
ing the manufactures of thefe countries. 

After fpending about four hours in look- 
ing over all thefe works, we returned to 
Schreiberlhau, by the fame road we had 
travelled in the morning, and reached that 

5 
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place at about ten at night. I fuppofe the 
diftance not more than ten Englifli miles ; 
but the road is fo mountainous and rocky, 
that the cart could fcarcely, for a quarter of 
a mile on the way, proceed on a quicker 
pace than a walk. The hills were partly 
covered with, and have been partly ftripped 
of their woods, chiefly birch and pine, ufed 
as well at the glafs- works, as at the manu- 
factory of vitriol : much of the wood is 
heaped in piles, ready cut and fplit, along ' 
by the fides of the road, and much of it lies 
in the beds where all the ftreams run, to be 
floated down, when the feafcn (hall fwell 
their current fufHciently for the purpofe. 

Both in going and returning we flopped 
at apeafant's hut, where we found excellent 
brown bread, water, milk, and butter, and 
tolerable cheefe : thefe articles are met with 
in their utmoft perfe&ion, in every part of 
the mountains, even where you can get no* 
thing elfe. 
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xji Auguft, Friday. In making the ufual 
txcurfions upon thefe mountains, it is necef- 
fary to be accompanied by a guide ; for an 
acquaintance with all the places to be vifited, 
towards fome of which, not fq jnuch as 4 
foot-path condq&s, is a kind of profeffion; 
and as, in every profeflion, fome one perfon 
following it, will always be more eminent 
than all the reft, fo here, Siegmund Seidler, 
jun, originally a poor lhoe-maker of Schrei- 
' berfhau, is the moft widely celebrated of all 
the guides upon the Giant Mountains. Zoll- 
ner, who publifhed his tour hither, which 
he made in 1791, the next year, firft brought 
forward in the lift of fame, this indefati- 
gable leader, who has been celebrated by all 
the German tourifts on this route frdm that 
time : fo far fuperior is he deemed to all his 
brother-trudgers, that our friend, the pro- 
fefforat Frankfort, who had been here before 
us> advifed us, if Seidlcr ihould happen, on 
our arrival at Schreiberihau, to be out with 
other company, rather to wait four or five 
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days, until his return, than to take any other 
guide : by good luck for us, he came home 
this morning at two o'clock, from having 
attended another company ; and from this 
day we engage him. 

To make an eafy day's woHc, we deter- 
mined to content ourfelves this day with 
vifiting theZackerle-fall. At noon weleftour 
inn, and after riding two hours in the cart, 
and walking an hour more, we reached the 
fpot. A s we rode along, about twenty women 
and children gathered round us to beg, and 
followed us all the reft of the way to the 
Fall, and a great part of it back. The Situation 
of this Fall is as wild and romantic as that of 
the Kochel, and it is three times as high ; that 
is, nearly one hundred and fifty fee:. It feems, 
here, as in many other places in this neigh- 
bourhood, as if fome violent convulfion of 
nature had riven the rocks, and made thefe 
formidable chafms, which yawn from fo 
many of the elevations. At this place, you 
(land upon one fide of the cleft, and fee the 

G 2 

* 

4 

Digitized by Google 



84 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

- 

water dafli down from the other, upon a 
level with yourfelf; between you and the 
ftream is an abrupt precipice, which feems 
the mpre profound, for being fo narrow; 
perhaps about an hundred yards. With the 
help of a ladder I defcended to the bottom, 
and walked partly over the rocks, and partly 
over the billets of wood lying in the bed of 
the ftream, to the fpot upon which the water 
falls. We likewife went round by a wind- 
ing foot-path on the top, to the fpot from 
which the ftream branches itfelf : from thefe 
three feveral pofitions the views are alto- 
gether different : and neither of them fhould 
be omitted. We returned as we went, and 
reached our inn about fix in the evening* 

It is the fafliion among the German travel- 
lers who perform this tour, to make long 
and laboured defcriptions of thefe two water- 
falls ; and at our inn at Schreiberftiau, a book, 
like that of the Kynaft, is kept, in which 
all who vifit them may infert their names. 
This book we found full of bombaftic ex- 
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damations at the grandeur of the two cata- 
ra&s ; but the extreme fcantinefs of the fliect, 
or rather wire of water, that falls, makes 
them utterly unworthy of that name; and 
fully juftifies the lines written by fome 
Frenchman, who appears to have amufed 
himfelf at the expenfe of all the fuftian ex- 
claimers at the fublimity of thefe fpe&acles. 
His lines are the only good ones we found 
in the book : 

Oh! qu'ileftjoli! qu'il eft beau ! 

Pour un coeur tendre, et fincere, 
De voir couler des gouttes d'eau 

D'un rocher, dans la riviere.. 
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LETTER IX. 

■ 

Vijit to the Snow-pits of the Riefengebirge, 
and to the Source and Full of the Elbe. 

Schreiberfliau, ad Auguft 1800. 

This day was devoted to the view of the 
Schneegruben, or fnovv-pits, which are 
confidercd as among the greateft curiofities 
©f the mountains; and, likewife, to vifit 
the fource and the fall of the Elbe. 

At feven in the morning we took to the 
cart, and after jolting over the rocks up-hill 
for two hours, came to the place beyond 
which no carriage can proceed. From the 
time when we left the cart we afcended, for 
4ibout one hour, a fteep of which you can 
form an idea, when I tell you that it was, 
throughout, about equal to the fteepeft part 
of Beacon-hill, in Bofton. We then came 
to a peafant's hut, here called a baude (pro* 
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nounce it in EngliA bouder) % of which there 
fcre many upon thefe mountains, and of which, 
as they and their inhabitants have feveral 
diftinguifliing peculiarities, I fliall fay fome- 
thing more in a future letter. After refting 
an hour, and taking fome refrefhment at 
this, which is known by the name of the 
Silefian baude, we recommenced our afcent, 
and after toiling and panting half an hour 
longer, reached what is called the back of 
the Riefengebirge, that is, the fummit of 
the whole range ; though (ingle rocks and 
hills upon them rife yet much higher. On 
this back we found a boundary^ftone between 
Bohemia and Silefia ; for the limits between 
the two provinces run all along upon this 
furnmit. We had, however, another half 
hour's walk, chiefly afcending, though lefs 
ileep than before ; when inftantly a precis 
pice, nearly fifteen hundred feet deep, opened 
its ghafllyjaws before us; a fort of ifthmus, 
or tongue of land, however, allowed us to 
proceed about ^n hundred rods further, until 

g 4 
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wc could fix ourfelvcs againft the fide of t 

rock, and look over into the tremendous 

i 

depth. We had then the precipice on both 
fides of us, and it pafles by the refpe&ive 
names of the Great and the Small Snow-pit. 
They are fo called, becaufe generally the 
fnow at the bottom remains unmelted the 
whole year round; although this has not 
been the cafe for the laft two fummers, and, 
at prefent, they contain no fnow at all, Wc 
were now elevated more than four thoufand 
feet above the level of the fea ; beyond the 
jaws of the precipice, fomewhat higher than 
ourfelves, was the fummit of a mountain, 
called the Great Wheel, or the Great Storm- 
cap. Juft beneath our feet was the dread- 
ful precipice, at the bottom of which, lofty 
pines, flanting downwards upon the ftill 
defending mountain, fcarcely appeared 
to our eyes of the height of a lady's needle ; 
while beyond the foot of the moun- 
tains, our eyes ranged to almoft an immea- 
furabJc diftance, over hills and dales, corn- 
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fields and paftures, cities and villages, until 
they were loft in the gray vapours that bor- 
dered the far-extended horizon. The wea- 
ther, which is here almoft always cold, 
even when the regions below are melting 
with heat, was fo unufually mild, that we 
had no occafion to take our cloaks, while we 
fat about an hour, and enjoyed the profpe&s 
around us. At the fnow-pits, as at the falls, 
there is every appearance as if the immenfe 
mafles of granite, of which thefe mountains 
confift, had been fplit and fliivered by fome 
great natural convulfion. The bafaltic rocks, 
which rife in irregular pyramidical (hafts 
from the bottom of the pits, to the height 
of four or five hundred feet, furnifh mate- 
rials for the controverfy between the natu- 
ral philofophers, whether it is a marine or 

volcanic production. L , from this fpot, 

returned to the Silefian baude, while I took 
an hour and a half more, to vifit the fource 
and the fall of the Elbe, which required 
about a mile of defcent on the Bohemian fide. 
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As there was no path leading towards it, and 
part of the way was not only very deep, but 
between low bufhes and fhrubs, in which 
the feet might eafily get entangled, this was 
the mod difagreeable part of this day's jour- 
ney. The fall of the Elbe is higher than 
cither of thofe on the Silefian iide, being of 
about two hundred and fifty feet ; but has 
the fame difadvantage of extremely penu- 
rious waters ; a difadvantage, which though 
much lefs in the fpring of the year than at 
prefent, muft always be confiderable, owing 
to the proximity of the falls to the fources 
of their ftreams. In returning from this fall, 
we faw two or three of the eleven fprings, 
from which, according to fome of the Ger- 
man writers, the Elbe derives its natne, as 
well as its waters. 

Yours. 
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LETTER X. 

■ * 

Sources of the Elbe and the Oder—Defcrip- 
Hon of the Hilefian Mountaineers — Preca- 
rious State of the Weather-^—Seydorf—- 
Lutherun Worjhip — Vifit- to the Moun- 
tains. 

Hirfchberg, 6th Auguft 1800. 

» 

In limiting each of thefe letters to a finglc 
fheet of paper, I find myfelf often obliged 
to break off in the midft of my ftory, and 
to give you in different letters fragments of 
our tranfa&ions in one day. My principal 
reafon for this is to fpare your patience, 
which I hope will laft the longer for only 
having to undergo the trial of one flieet at a 
time : I now proceed, therefore, in the ac- 
count of our cxcurfion on the 2d inft. to the 
fnow-pits and the Elbe-fall. 

It is a remarkable circumftance, that upon 
this mountain, and certainly within three or 
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four Engliih miles of each other, are the 
fources of the Elbe and of the Oder, two of 
the largeft rivers of Germany ; one of which 
runs eafterly, until it empties itfelf into the 
Baltic beyond Stettin, while the other takes 
its courfe weft ward, and rolls its waters into 

\ the North Sea at Cuxhaven. The fources 
of both are numerous ; for, inftead of eleven 
fprings, which fome of the German geogra- 
phers would affign to the Elbe, there are 
probably here above fifty which pay their 
tribute to it ; and the fprings which finally 
fend their ftreams to the Oder on the Silefian 
fide, are equally numerous. It is one of the 
pleafing peculiarities which firft meet the 
traveller's attention here, that he can fcarcely 
walk ten minutes in any direction without 

" meeting fome rippling current, fo cool and 
clear, that the mere fight or hearing of it, 
as it fteals along, is enough to refrefh his 
thirft and relieve his fatigue. But whence 
all thefe waters, fo near the very fummit of 
the mountains, can be fupplied, is a queftioa 
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which, I think, would have occurred to my 
mind here, even if I had oot heard it ftarted 

many years ago by our uncle C . He 

was of opinion, that the mere rain which 
falls upon the top of high mountains could 
not be fufficient to feed the mighty rivers 
which there originate ; and, after feeing the 
numberlefs brooks which run here, fo near 
the higheft pitch of thefe mountains, and 
the great and inexhauflible mattes of water 
which proceed from them, I am altogether 
of the fame opinion. This is not, however, 
the controverfy which was once fo warmly 
debated between the neighbouring Bohe* 
mians and Silefians upon this mountain, 
concerning the fource of the Elbe : that 
queftion was, on which fide of the fummit 
the real fource of the Elbe was ; for the 
Silefians, not content with the honour of 
poffeffing the original fource of the Oder, 
contended likewife that the Elbe originated 
on their fide. You muft not be furprifed to 
hear that this conteft was once carried fo far 
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as to oceafion fcencs of riot and bloodfhed 
between the neighbouring borderers; nor 
that, even to this day, the encroaching Sile- 
fians have not univerfally abandoned their 
hypothecs; \ . \ H- ■ .i: tu><stt%Ult 
/ Between two and three in the afternoon 
we returned to the Silefian baude, where we 
flopped to dine upon the provifions we had 
carried with us, and upon what we could 
get there. They could only fupply us with 
brown bread, milk, and butter ; for which, 
however, they made us pay the double of 
1vhat the fame articles would have coft us in 
any of the Silefian cities. I mention this 
becaufe thefe mountaineers have been reprc-< 
fented to us, both in converfation and by 
the books of the travellers hither, as the moft 
perfedt models of patriarchal virtue, happi- 
nefs, and fimplicity : every thing we have 
feen of them has tended to give us ideas of 
them diredly the reverfe of thefe. 

Their houfes are fituated at fuch an eleva- 
tion upon the mountains, that the ground 

5 

^ 

Digitized by Google 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA* 95 

* 

will produce nothing but grafs, and they 
can raife nothing but cows, goats, and a few 
fowls. For fix months in the year they are 
in a manner buried under the fnow, and are 
cut off from all intercourfe with other human 
beings- Their log huts are of a fingle ftory 
and a hay -loft ; the floor below is divided 
into four apartments, one of which is a ftable 
for their cattle, another their dairy, the third 
is the common dwelling-place of all the 
family, and the fourth a very fmall room for 
the reception of ftrangers : the family-room 
ferves at once as kitchen, eating-room, and 
bed-room, and is heated with fires all the 
year round. There is a wide bench that goe$ 
all round the room, on which they fleep, 
for they have no beds, or, at moft, one for 
the matter and miftrefs of the houfe ; and if 
the ftrangers who pafs the night there require 
foft beds, they muft content themfelves as 
well as they can with fvveet hay, for ftraw 
is a luxury unknown to thefe virtuous pa- 
triarchs. As they have not this article for 
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their cows to lie down upon, they keep 
their llables uncommonly clean, and gene- 

• 

rally make one of the flreams which are fo 
abundant upon the mountains run through 
them and through the dairy : but their cow- 
yard, in which all the manure is kept, is 
clofe upon the houfe, fo that you nofe it at a 
great diftance upon your approach to the 
houfe ; and by this community of the roof 
between the family and all the other cattle, 
fo much filthinefs arifes, that it is fcarcely 
conceivable how they can keep even their 
dairies clean. Of their perfons they appear 
to take no concern at all, and are, of courfe, 

* 

as dirty as any other peafants in the moft 
wretched hovels of Europe. The houfes are 
generally full of children, clad in no other 
garb than a coarfe (hirt; oftentimes ftark 
naked, and loaded with vermin like the land 
of Egypt at the laft of its plagues. Such is 
the condition of thefe venerable and blifsful 
beings, whom we had heard extolled as the 
genuine children of nature — the true famples 
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of mankind in the golden age. Their man- 
ners are varied, according to their individual 
chara&ers; all are coarfe, moft of them 
difgufting, and fome rude and infolent : as 
to their treatment of ftrangers, the only two 
by whom we have been entertained impofed 
egregioufly upon us in their charges. 

From the Silefian baude we returned after 
dinner to our inn at Schreiberftiau, which 
we reached at about feven in the evening. 
It partakes rather too much of the qualities 
above defcribed, as belonging to thepeafants' 
huts, but is not quite fo bad. 

3d Auguft, Sunday. 

One of the great inconveniences to 
which the traveller in thefe regions muft 
be fubjed, is an extreme dependence upon 
the weather. There are but three months in 
the year when the mountains can, with any 
comfort, be afcended; and at leaft three 
quarters of that time they are veiled in 
clouds, and obftinately deny the view of all 
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their moft ftriking beauties. From the ap- 
pearance of the laft evening, we expedted 
that this would be an unfavourable day for 
our intended excurfion, and we were well 
pleafed to have a day of reft after three of 
very hard labour; I like wife intended to 
improve the time by bringing up my journal 
with you, which, by the continual motion 
fince our departure from Hirfchberg, had 
neceflarily run in arrear : even this morning, 
when I firft rofe, the clouds, of the night 
had not difperfed, and I fat down quietly to 
begin my laft number. I had written only 
a few lines, however, when our friend 
Seidler came, and told us the weather was 
clearing away, and that we muft immediately 
take advantage of it. Before eight o'clock 
we were in the cart, and rode in a couple of 
hours to Seydorf, a village at the foot of the 
Schneekoppe, or, more properly, the Riefen- 
koppe (the Giant's Head], the loftieft of all 
thefe mountains, and the higheft point of 
laud in Germany. The weather being ex- 
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ceffively warm, we flopped at this village 
during the heat of the day. The Lutheran 
church was oppofite the inn where we refted, 
and I attended both the morning and after- 
noon fervice : they begin that of the morning 
by the communion, and at the clofe of it 
go through the ceremony of churching wo- 
men ; in the afternoon they begin by cate- 
chifing the children, in like manner as I 
had feen the laft Sunday at Hirfchberg. I 
did not like the manner here fo well as there $ 
but this probably depends principally upon 
the individual character or difpofition of the 
clergyman. The church here, as well as 
the village itfelf, is fmall ; but it was well 
filled, and there were abiut fifty boys and 
girls, apparently from fix to fourteen years 
of age, at the catechifm : they flood in two 
rows in the broad aifle, the boys on one fide 
and the girls on the other, while the clergy- 
man went to and fro between them, with 
his exhortation and inftrudtion. I thought 
he ufed too much action and vociferation. 
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The organ was tolerable, and the finging* fo 
good, that it reminded me of Connecticut. 
They fing, inftead of pfalms, hymns and 
fpiritual fongs, like thofe of Dr. Watts, and 
it feemed to me in as good a ftyle of poetry. 
I took a feat, which I found vacant, in the 
gallery, between an old farmer and a young 
peafant lafs, each of whom, by turns, held 
their books open for me to join in the fing- 
ing, which I regretted my inability to do. The 
fermon was not more than ten minutes long, 
and delivered partly extempore, and partly 
with notes. The fubjed was a difcuffion of 
the queftion, Why, in the difpenfations of 

• 

Providence, the wicked are fuffered to live, 
and often to prof per? It was pretty well 
handled, and in a manner fuitable to the 
preacher's audience. I take this occa- 
lion to remark, that the Lutherans in this 
country do not call themfelves fo, nor even 
Proteftants, but Evangelics; fo, in every 
village through which we pafs, we find a 
Catholic church and an Evangelic church. 
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At four in the afternoon we feated our- 
felves again in the cart, and for three hours 
rode up-hill, as fleep as any carriage could 
go ; we then came to the Schilingel's baude, 
fo called from the name of the perfon who 
keeps it. Here we left the cart until our 
return, and purfued our afcending route 
about an hour more, when we reached the 
Hempel's baude, otherwife called the Sa- 
muel's baude, from the names of its prefent 
and its former proprietor. This is the houfe 
at which almoii all the vifitors of the Giant's 
Head, from the Silefian fide, pafs the night 
before they go up : it has ferved for that 
purpofe thefe hundred and thirty years; 
but though, during the feafon of vifiting the 
mountain, it is always full of ftrangers, its 
accommodations are very little better than 
thofe of its other namefakes. Juft below it 
is another hut, called the clerical baude, be* 
caufe it ferves for the entertainment of priefts 
and other religious perfons, who, on five 
Hated days in the year, are employed to fay 

H3 
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mafs in the chapel at the top of the moun- 
tain. From this baude, as we pafled by it, 
a chubby boy of eight or ten years old came 
out to us to beg : another fpecimen this of 
the patriarchal happinefs enjoyed by the in- 
habitants of thefe huts. 
, At the Hempel's baude we took up our 
quarters for the night. In the ftrangers* 
room, an apartment poflibly of ten feet 
fquare, they covered the floor with an heap 
of frefh hay, over which they ftretched a 

dirty flieet, upon which L , Epps, and 

myfelf, all lay down together to get fuch 
lleep as could be obtained, under the incef- 
fant volubility of a number of ftrangers 
featcd round a table in the family room, fe- 
parated from us only by a latched door. 
They were, like ourfelves, going to the top 
of the mountain in the morning; and, in 
the mean time, one of them appeared to be 
delivering lectures on rhetoric and the belles 
lettres to his companions ; at leaft he was 
giving practical fpecimens of eloquence, 
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which did not ceafe until quite late in the 
night. Whitcomb, in the mean time, fought 
repofe in the hayloft, where he was no 
lefs regaled with the mufical jingling of 
the cow-bells, than we with the oratory of 
the travellers in the next room. 

The profpedt from this hut is already very 
extenfive, and this evening we had a view 
of a fire in the plains below, at the diftance 
of about forty Englifli miles. It was a 
beautiful fight, though the idea that it was 
probably an heavy calamity to fome of our 
fellow-creatures would not allow us to 
enjoy it. 

One of the principal amufements at the 
baude is turning over ths book kept here, 
as at Schreiberfhau and the Kynaft, for 
ftrangers to infert their names. Here it is 
called the koppen book, and has been regu- 
larly kept for fhore than a century. You 
may form an opinion of the numbers of 
people who perform this tour from the cir- 
cumftance, that the volume now in ufe is at 

H 4 
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its laft fheet, and was begun no longer afgo 
than the year 1788 : the volume containing 
the names from 1696 to 1736 has been con- 

fidered as fo great a curiolity that it has been 

1 

printed. It contains fo much trafli, that 
one of the German tourifts congratulates his 
countrymen upon the improvement of their 
language and their intellectual endowments, 
apparent from the difference between that 
book and its fucceffor at the prefent day: 
there appears to be ftill much room for 
future congratulation of the fame kind. We 
found here and there a pretty drawing with 
the pen or pencil, of the moft remarkable 
obje&s in the neighbourhood ; here and 
there obfervations of the barometer or ther- 
mometer, as they ftood at the time when the 
writers were here, and admeafurements of 
the heights and diftances from this fpot to 
the top of the Koppe. Thefe, with a. very 
few pretty lines, more or lefs applicable to 
the place, were all we could meet to refreflx 
us in the dry defert of a thoufand pages. 
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I had expected that I fhould be the firft 
American who had made this tour; but, 
from our guide and the books, I perceive a 
perfon, by the name of Schweinitz, from 
Philadelphia, was here about a year ago : his 
name is German, and, I believe, he himfelf 
was a native of Germany. In Hirfchberg, 
I hear there have been, within a few years, 
feveral Americans. 

I (hall not have room here to tell you of the 
vifit to the Riefenkoppe ; and it is, befides, 
fo material an incident of our journey, that 
it deferves a letter by itfelf. 

Yours. 
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LETTER XI. 

The Riefenkoppe, or Giant's Head—Sunrife 
— Grand Profpefts — Defcription of the 
Riefenkoppe, the Chapel upon it, and of 
the furrounding Regions — ^Rivalry between 
the Bohemians and Silefians. 

Hirfchberg, 7th Auguft 1800. 

The reafon which induces travellers who 
purpofe a vifit to the Riefenkoppe, to pafs 
the night before at the Hempers baude is, that 
they may afcend the mountain in the morn- 
ing, early enough to fee the fun rife from its 
fummit. Such was our own intention ; but 
when we rofe at two o'clock in the morning, 

L found herfelf fuffering fo fevere a 

headache that fhe was obliged to give up the 
idea of going with us ; and I fet out accom- 
panied only by Whitcomb and our guide* 
We had at fir ft a fteep and painful afcent for 



Digitized by 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 1 07 

about twenty minutes, then a gentle doping 
downwards, and a plain for a quarter of an 
hour, until we came to the immediate foot 
of the particular hill which bears the name 
of the Giant's Head. The darknefs of the 
night had been gradually difperfing, and the 
borders of the horizon at the eaft gradually 
reddening from the moment when we left 
the baude, fo that I was apprehenfive the 
queen of day, as Zollner on a fimilar occa- 
fion calls the fun, would fhew his glowing 
face before we fhould reach the fummit, and 
to avoid this difappoiqtment doubled the 
ufual pace of afcent, and in another quarter 
of an hour flood at the door of the chapel 
on the top of the mountain. About ten 
minutes after, the great luminary rofe in all 
his glory, from the lower cloud which bor- 
dered the horizon ; for although the weather 
was remarkably fine for this region, the fky 
was not perfectly clear, and a murky vapour 
hung upon the atmofphere, which intercepted 
a part of the immenfe extent of territory 
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which would otherwife have been within 
the compafs of our vifion. I had heard fo 
much of the apparent magnitude of the fun's 
difk when feen rifing from this fpot, that 
when I came to view it I found it lefs ftrik- 
ing than I imagined; it appears about the 
iize of a large coach- wheel; but the fame 
effcdl may at any time be produced by look- 
ing at it through a telefcope. 

The profpedt from this fpot is of courfe 
more extenfive than from any other point 
upon thefe mountains ; and its grandeur is 
augmented by the circumllance that the eye 
can range freely, bounded only by the horizon 
on every fide. The fpedlator has but to turn 
on his heel, and all Silefia, all Saxony, and 
all Bohemia, pafs in an inftant before his 
view ; it is therefore truly fublime ; but as 
it has the defed: ufually attendant upon fub- 
limity, of being indiftindt, and in fome 
fort chaotic, the lover of beautiful objects 
muft content himfelf with a fmaller elevation* 
A painter at Hirfchberg, by the name of 
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Reinhardt, who is employed by the Academy 
of Sciences at Berlin to paint views of the moft 
remarkable fpots in this province, obferved 
to me, that from the higheft mountains there 
was nothing pifturefque, aothing that he 
could employ as a fubjedt for any one of his 
paintings. — When on the Schneekoppe, I 
felt the force of his remark ; for when the 
eye embraces at once fuch an extent of ob- 
jects, it perceives only great maffes; whereas, 
all the pleafure that painting can afford is by 
the accurate reprefentation of details. 

The proper Giant's Head is of a conical 
form, and the furface of the fummit is not 
more, 1 think, than an hundred yards in 
diameter ; its perpendicular elevation is about 
fix hundred feet, and the path by which it 
is afcended forms nearly a regular angle of 
•about 45 degrees : the afcent would indeed 
be too ftecp to be pra&icable, but that when 
the chapel on the top was built, in the year 
1668, a flight gf ftone fteps was made to 
aflift the traveller in mounting to it, of 
l 
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which a fufficient part remains to give no 
fmall afliftance. The mountain itfelf ap- 
pears to be a folid block of granite, upon 
which there is no appearance of vegetation, 
unlefs a kind of red mofs, refembling ruft 
upon iron, which grows on the loofe ftones 
that cover it on every fide, may be fo called : 
thefe loofe ftones, part of which are of gra- 
nite and part of a fpecies of white flint, are 
in fuch abundance that they wholly conceal 
the fide of the mountain itfelf. On one fide 
of the pat!: as you approach the top, a pre- 
cipice of about 1500 feet opens, by the fide 
of which you continue to mount ; it ends at 
the bottom in a narrow vale of perhaps a 
mile in extent, along the courfe of which 
are fcattered a number of peafants* huts. 
Here too it looks as if the body of the 
mountain had been riven at a fingle ftroke, 
and the rocks which ftand on either fide 
correfpond in fuch a manner as to refemble 
the teeth of a faw. Oppofite the fummir, 
to the weftward, is a mountain fomewhat 
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lower, called the Little Koppe, from the 
foot of which is a floping grafs-plot that 
goes by the name of Rubenzahl's pleafure- 
garden; other remarkable fpots within the 
view are called his meadow, his pulpit, his 
grounds, &c. : the whole neighbourhood is 
full of his name. I aflted our guide to tell 
me honeftly w T hether he had ever feen him ; 
but he thought I was joking him, and faid 
that he had not only never feen him, but had 
never believed in him ; that the Silefians had 
never given credit to the ftories about him; 
all of which had been believed and circulated 
by the Bohemians alone. I fuppofe a Bo- 
hemian guide would have affured me that it 
was merely a Silefian fuperftition, which his 
countrymen had always derided. 

m 

The chapel at the fummit is a fmall round 
building, partly of laths, partly of ftone, 
and not more than twelve or fifteen feet in 
diameter; it was built by a Count Schaf- 
gotfeh, whofc defcendant ftill owns the 
whole range of thele mountains, and is the 
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richeft fubjed in Silefia ; the number of his 
vaffals is faid to be upwards of 35,000. 
The chapel is dedicated to St. Laurence, 
and the Ciftercian monks at Warmbriinn 
are obliged to perform the mafs in it on the 
faint's day, and upon four other feaft-days 
annually. 

After paffing about an hour and a half 
upon this fpot we thought it time to defcend 
once more to the habitable regions of the 
earth, but when we had got about half way 
from the bottom of the mount to the baude, 

who fliould wc meet but L , whofe head- 

ache had left her as the day advanced, and 
who, after coming fo far, had determined 
at all events not to return and leave the moll 
important obje<5l upon our whole tour un- 
feen; I turned back of courfe, and went up 
a fecond time with her. It was now about 
eight in the morning, and the fun had rifen 
lb high as partly to difperfe the vapours 
which had intercepted the view at my firft 
afcent. The mountain now appeared fami- 
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liar to me as an old acquaintance ; and the 
temperature of the air upon it was fo uncom- 
monly mild, that we might have difpenfed 
with putting on our cloaks. It has fo hap- 
pened that the three or four days which we 
have fpent upon the mountains have proved 
to be among the very warmeft of the year ; 
and excepting the few minutes before fun- 
rife this morning, the cold has in no one 
inftance been troublefome in fcarcely any 
perceptible degree to us; we had indeed 
taken the precaution to be very warmly clad, 
and, as we were advifed, have never been 
without thick cloaks to put on whenever the 
occafion fhould require. 

Sentiments of devotion I have always 
found the firft to take pofleffion of the mind 
on afcending lofty mountains. At the fum- 
mit of the Giant's Head my firft thought was 
turned to the Supreme Creator, who gave 
exiftence to all that immenfity of objedts 
expanded before my view. The tranfition 
from this idea to that of my own relation, 
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as an immortal foul, with the Author of 
Nature, was natural and immediate; from 
this to the recoiled* ion of my native country, 
my parents and friends, there was but a 
fingle and a fudden ftep. On returning to 
the hut where we had lodged, I wrote the 
following lines in the book: 

■ 

From lands beyond the vaft Atlantic tide, 
Celeftial Freedom's moil belov'd abode, 

Panting, I climb'd the mountain's craggy fide, 
And view'd the wondrous works of Nature's God. 

Where yonder fummit peering to the flues, 
Beholds the earth beneath it with difdain, 

O'er all the regions round I caft my eyes, 
And anxious fought my native home — in vain* 

» 

As to that native home, which dill infolds 
Thofe youthful friendfliips to my foul fo dear; 

Still you, my parents, in its bofom holds \ 
My fancy flew, I felt the ftarting tear. 

Then in the ruftling of the morning wind, 
Methought I heard a fpirit whifper fair; 

" Pilgrim, forbear, dill upwards raife thy mind, 
Look to the flues ; thy native home is there.*' 
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But, as you will probably think thefc 
lines of too melancholy, or even too gloomy 
a caft, take the verfes written by my imme- 
diate predeceflbr in the book, which may, 
perhaps, reftore the tone of your fpirits. 

Es id alles eitel ! 
Aufler nur drey ftiick allein, 
H bfche m'adchen, guter wein, 
Und etn voiles beutel. 
Had ich die, fo bin ich froh, 
Und fprich auch mit Salermo, 

Es id alles eitel ! 

Upon taking our departure from the baudc, 
we thought the charges of the landlady rather 
extravagant; and upon afking her, in the 
mildeft manner, how they came to amount 
fo high, (he flew into one of the moft vio- 
lent paflions that ever deformed an indivi- 
dual of the fofter fex, and llormed in fuch a 
manner that a fury might have taken leflbns , 
from her. Our guide afterwards told us, 
that the rcafo^ why we found her fo ill-tem- 
pered was, becaufe her hulband had yefter- 

1 % 
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day given her a fevere flogging, and flie had 
not yet recovered from the ruffling of her 
difpofition. — Simple ! virtuous ! happy pa- 
triarchs ! 

At no confiderable diftance from this hut 
are two lakes or ponds, the water of which 
is deep and clear, and which contain fome 
fifh ; we vifited one of them as we returned 
to the place at which we left our cart. This 
fpot we reached at about eleven in the morn- 
ing, and proceeding immediately thence 
through the Warmbrunn, arrived again at 
Hirfchberg at three in the afternoon. 

You have 1 now an account, probably more 
circumftantial than you woald have wiflied, 
of our excurfions upon the Giant Mountains, 
which, although in point of elevation they 
cannot ftand a comparifon with thofe of 
Switzerland, and much lefs with thofe of 
South America, ftill yield an ample compen- 
fation of pleafure for the toil and trouble of 
afcending them. There are travellers who 
think to give themfelves an air of courage 
i 
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and importance, by reprefenting parts of 
this tour as dangerous ; but, in truth, with 
the ufe of common prudence and precaution, 
there is no more danger than in walking the 
ftreets of any city. The roads have, indeed, 
been within the laft month fomewhat mend- 
ed, upon the expectation that the Queen, 
who in the courfe of ten days is expedted at 
Warmbrunn, will be difpofed to make the 
tour of the mountains. They have been 
made lefs inconvenient, but there was really 
no danger to'remove. 

There are two remarkable changes in the 
face of the country as you afcend. From 
the bottom of the mountains, about half way 
up, the ground is covered with tall, majef- 
tic trees, chiefly pines and firs, which gra- 
dually dwindle in fize and height until in 
the middle region they can no longer be 
called trees, but ftuink to a flirub of an ex- 
traordinary kind, which, I believe, is com- 
monly called dwarf-pine: it goes here bjr 
the name of knee-wood, in allufion to tha 

13 
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height which it feldom exceeds. The Hem 
is fometimes about the fize of a man's leg, 
and it fpreads round its branches, fomething 
in the lhape of a large luftre, fo as to be at 
leaft fixty feet in circumference. This bulh 
grows up as high as what is called the kamm f 
or back of the whole range of mountains ; 
and the boundaries between the two pro- 
vinces are fhewn by a narrow lane, cut be- 
tween thefe buflies all along the ridge. The 
region above this confifts entirely of the 
naked rock, without a trace of any kind of 
vegetation. 

We have had repeated opportunity to ob- 
ferve the fentiments of national averfion and 
rivalry between the neighbouring Bohemians 
and Silefians. At the Bohemian glafs- works, 
one of the men who ftiewed us fbme of their 
beft fpecimens of cut-glafs, boaftingly faid 
to us, " You have fcen nothing like this in 
Silefia." And upon our return, a glafs- 
merchant at Warmbrunn (hewed us a large 
wine-glafs, with a landfcape cut upon it, 



Digitized by 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. II9 

very beautifully executed, though done more 
than a century ago. M You faw nothing 
like this at the glafs- works in Bohemia," 
faid he. By the ftory I have related, con- 
cerning the old difpute refpe&ing the fource 
of the Elbe, you will perceive that thefe 
neighbourly jealoufies are of a more ancient 
date than the period when the two provinces 
belonged to different and rival fovereigns. 
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LETTER XII. 

The Lutheran Church at Hirfchierg — M. 
Reinhardt the Painter — Stohnfdorf* — The 
Stangenbufch and Prudelberg Hills. 

Hirfchberg, 9th Auguft 1 800. 

• 

Since our return to this place we have 
indulged ourfelves with a few days of reft. 
The morning after we came back, I went 
over the Lutheran church, which is the 
handfomeft building in the town, and makes 
a confpicuous figure in all the views from 
the neighbouring hills. It is built in the 
fliape of a crofs, is painted white, and roofed 
with red tile: thefe colours fliew to great 
advantage here, as they contraft fo well with 
the dark hue of the mountains, which always 
form the back ground of the fcene. The 
churchyard is fpacious, and built almoft en- 
tirely round with ftone porches, within 
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which are the family vaults of the inhabit- 
ants. The infcriptions upon the tombftones 
are numerous, and generally long ; and the 
purport of moll of them is to tell the paflen- 
ger that the perfon beneath was an honeft 
linen-trader : the moft ftoried urn can fcarcely 
ever fay more. I have remarked here, and 
in two or three other churchyards in this 
country, a pra&ice which I had never ob- 
served elfewhere — a fingle tombftone ferves 
for a hulband and wife ; whichfoever of the 
two dies firft, the infcription is made for 
both, only the date of the furvivor's death 
is left in a blank, to be filled when the event 
happens. 

As they were finging the morning prayer 
within the church, juft at the time of my 
ftroll thither, I went in and looked it over. 
The ceilings are painted in a ftyle of medio- 
crity, with fcenes of the refurre&ion and 
afcenfion of Chrift. On the two fides of 
the altar are full-length portraits of the 
Emperors Jofeph I. and Charles VI. who 

s 
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granted the permiffion for building this 
church ; and around the walls, as is cufto- 
mary in Lutheran churches, the pidhires of 
all the clergymen who have been its mini* 
fters are hung. 

One of our vifits, fince we returned, has 
been to the painter Reinhardt, whom I have 
mentioned to you before. He paints annu- 
ally two landfcapes of remarkable views in 
Silefia, for the Academy of Sciences at Ber- 
lin. He has lately fent the two, which will 
appear at the next exhibition in the autumn, 
and has now at home only two or three 
partly finiflied pictures of his own. Ten of 
his Silefian views have been engraved and 
coloured at Berlin, four of which I have 
taken, as they exhibit together the whole 
range of the Giant Mountains. I hope one 
day to have the pleaftire of fhewing you 
upon them the remarkable fpots we have 
vifitcd. 

Yefterday afternoon Mr. Reinhardt went 
with us to Stohnfdorf, a village, with a 
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chateau belonging to a Count Reufs, and re- 
markable for two hills, from one of which 
there is one of thofe extenfive, varied, and 
beautiful profpedts, of which there feems in 
this country to be no end ; and the other is 
curious for forming a fort of rocky labyrinth, 
in which enormous mafles of granite feem 
as if they had been tumbled together in the 
moft extraordinary pofitions ; now forming 
a large cavern, where one rock, fupported 
by others at various points, ferves as the 
roof of a chamber, perhaps twenty feet 
fquare, and twelve feet high ; now a fort of 
covered way, under which you pafs in a 
narrow lane, between two vaft rocks, over 
which another is laid like a bridge. Thefe 
hills are called the Stangenbufch, and the 
Prudelberg. 

As we came home laft evening the (ky 
was perfectly clear. The fun had funk be- 
hind the hills to the weftward of us, but 
ftill fliot his level rays acrofs the vallies be- 
tween them ; and as they fell upon the high 
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mountains to the eaftward, painted their, 
fides with colours varying from deep putple 
to a light pink ; fo that while we ourfelves 
were already in the fliadcs of evening, we 
could perceive them glowing in the mild ra- 
diance of the luminary, which feemed to 
play round them with delight and to quit 
them with relu&ance. Such an enchantment 
of colouring I do not remember ever to have 
feen before. 

Yours affectionately . 
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LETTER XIII. 

■ ■ 

Sugar-refining at Hirfcbberg — Beet-fugaf — 
Lahnhaus — hahn — St. Hedwige — Warm- 
brunn — Linen-bleaching — Linen^trade—— 
Silejian Hofpitality — Schmiedberg. 

Hirfchberg, ioth Auguft 1800. 

Yesterday morning wc went over the 
fugar-refinery, which has been eftablifhed 
here fince the year 1787; it belongs to a 
company, and the property is divided into 
fhares, which are held by the inhabitants of 
different towns and villages, all along the 
mountains. In this diftridfc they have an 
exclufive privilege, and there is only one 
more eftablifhment of the kind in the pro- 
vince, and that is at Breflau. The buildings 
employed in the bufinefs here were given to 
the company by the late King, and being 
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upon a fmall elevation near the walls, are a 
great ornament to the town. They receive 
their raw fugar from Hamburgh and Stettin, 
and refine quantities fufficient not only for 
the ufe of this neighbourhood, but for ex- 
tion to a large amount. The principal 
curiofity they (hewed us, however, was a 
fpecimen of the new fugar produced from 
the beet or turnip, which 1 have mentioned 
to you in a former letter. They have made 
here a few loaves of it, which in external 
appearance are equal to the very fineft fugar 
from the cane ; but it is neither of fo clofe a 
texture, nor fo fweet to the tafte. They fent, 
about two months ago, two loaves of this 
fugar as famples to the King, who returned 
them a very gracious letter of thanks, and 
an elegant gold medal as a reward for their 
induftry. The gentleman who accompanied 
us, and who is one of the diredors of the 
company, affurcd us it was impoflible to 
make this fugar under double the price which 
that from the Weft Indies amounts to. From 

i 
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a quintal of the vegetable they can make 
only four pounds of fine fugar. 

We likewife made an excurfion to Lahn- 
haus, the feat of a Baron Griinfield, at two 
German miles from the town. It is fituated 
upon a fteep hill, from which we had fome 
of the moft beautiful profpe&s that have yet 
been exhibited to us. At the foot of the 
hill is the little town of Lahn, which you 
will find upon the map, with the Bober 
winding round it. The feat itfelf is fitted 
up in the modern tafte, with hothoufes, and 
gardens, and arbours, and fummer-houfes, 
and fountains, all which (hew fome tafte in 
their arrangement, though nothing to be 
compared with a nobleman's feat in England. 
On the fummit of the hill, behind the houfe, 
are the ruins of an old caftle, the moft ro- 
mantically fituated of any that I had ever 
feen. It was built about the year 1250, by 
Henry the Bearded, Duke of Silefia, whofe 
wife appears to be more celebrated than him- 
felf. Her name was Hedwige, and fhe is 
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known as a faint in the Roman calendar. 
The Catholic church at Berlin, you know, 
is dedicated to her. From the infcriptions 
on her pictures, of which there are two here 
in the Catholic church at Lahnhaus, it 
(hould feem flie was fainted for having re- 
peatedly gone up the hill, on foot, to hear 
mafs there : at prefent the proprietor and all 
his vafTals, confifting of the inhabitants of 
fix villages in the neighbourhood, are Evan- 
gelics ; but they are all obliged to hear mafs 
faid once a year in this church, which joins 
clofe upon the Baron's houfe. Nor are the 
Lutherans fufFered to make any ufe of the 
church during the reft of the year; not even 
to fay the fervice of the dead, who are buried 
in the yard round the building. Saint Hed- 
wige, one would think, would have been 
more charitable, if the ftory which the tat- 
• tling old fervant, who went iound the place 
with us, related, be true. According to him 
(he was that famous example of conjugal 
affedtion, of whom all the world has heard; 
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who, upon the caftle's being taken after a 
long fiege, obtained leave of the enemy's 
general to carry off her moft precious effedts:; 
and under that denomination, took upon her 
back, to the aftonifliment of both armies, and 
of all pofterity — her hufband. 

This morning I attended the religious fer- 
vice at the Lutheran church. The houfe 
was very full, chiefly of country-people from 
the neighbourhood. The fervice was like 
that I had heard laft Sunday at the village 
of Seydorf, and partakes at once of our man- 
ner in the congregational churches, of that 
ufed by the church of England, and of the 
Roman Catholic mafs. The fermon was 
more than half an hour long, and confifted 
of an exhortation to the hearers not to mur- 
mur at the difpenfations of Heaven. It was 
delivered with great diftindlnefs and preci- 
fion, without notes, but with fo much me- 
thod in the treatment of the fubjedt, as 
evinced that it had been fully ftudied before- 
hand : the ftyle and manner were very plain, 

K 
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without any flourifli of oratory, or any 

- 

grimace of adion. There was a large pro- 
portion of finging in the fervice, and the 
whole congregation joined in it. This adds 
fo much folemnity to thefe ads of devotion, 
that I wi(h the pradice were adopted among 
ourfelves. 

After church, we went, by invitation of 
Mr. Hefs, the gentleman who accompanied 
us yefterday to the fugar-refinery, and who 
is one of the principal merchants of the 
town, to dine at the public table at Warm- 
brunn. It is in a very elegant building, 
erected within thefe two years, by Count 
Schafgotfch, for the accommodation of the 
company who attend at the baths. The 
company at dinner amounted to about thirty 
perfons, with none of whom we had any 
acquaintance, but all of whom we found 
very civil and convertible. Twice a week, 
on Thurfday and Sunday, they have balls ; 
but the ftyle of fociety is fuch as cannot be 
very agreeable to the ladies : next to the bail- 
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room is an apartment, as full of fmokers 
and fmoke, as a Dutch coflee-houfe; and 
the door between the rooms is conftantly 
open. On one fide is a billiard-room, and 
on the other is the den of the gamefters, 
all which is going on at the fame time with 
the ball, which ufually begins at five in the 
afternoon, and ends at nine or ten. They 
are making great preparations at Warm- 
briinn for the reception of the King and 
Queen, who are expedted there this day 

week. ■ .-.«■• 

After dinner, Mr. Hefs took us with him 
to a bleachery of linen, belonging to himfelf, 
at a houfe in the country, about a mile from 
Warmbriinn. He (hewed us two tubs, each 
containing about four hundred pieces of 
linen, foaking in water with a mixture of 
foap and of potafti ; for they make no ufe 
of any acid for the purpofe here. In thefe 
tubs they ufually keep the linen over-night j 
and in the daytime ftretch it over a grafs- 
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plot, flea* .the houfe, to dry in the fun. The 
grQund is furrowed, at diftances equal to 
the width of the linen, the more effectually 
to drain off all the moifture. After whit- 
ening a; fwffici^nt time, it undergoes the pro>- 
cefs of fulling and of mangling, both of 
which are performed by water-mills, under 
the fame roof. 

The materials of which the linen is com- 
pofed, ufually pafs through four diftindfc 
and feparate hands, before they come to the 
merchant for fale. The flax is raifed by the 
peafant, on his own account, if he is the 
pofleffor of a farm, or for his lord, if 
he is in a ftate of vaffalage. He breaks 
and combs the flax, and fells it in a ftate 
proper for fpinning, to the fpinners, of whom 
the weavers in their turn purchafe the thread, 
which, after being woven into linen, partes 
from them to the bleachers. In general, the 
bleacheries belong to the merchants them<- 
felves, but otherwife there is . no connexion, 
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other than that of buyer and feller, between 
the feveral trades employed in the work. 
With the moft favourable weather, a piece 
of linen cannot be fully whitened in lefs 
than ten weeks . 

A large proportion of their exports of 
linen, before the war, was to Cadiz, from 
which they were fliipped.to the Spanifh colo- 
nies. Since the blockade of Cadiz this 
trade has, in a great meafure, been broken 
up. At prefent, they fend great quantities 
to Hamburgh, and even to England, of 
which no fmall proportion finally goes to 
the United States. The exportation of linen 
from the whole province amounts to about 
a million fterling, annually ; of which, one 
quarter part, at leaft, is fent from Hirfchberg. 

We had heard much, before we left Ber- 
lin, of Silefian hofpitality, and, in general, 
find the character well deferved. We have 
every where found the moft obliging atten- 
tions, and the ftrongeft difpofition to fatisfy, 
in every refpeft, our curiofity. In lome in- 
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ftances, this kindnefs has been carried fo 
far, as to become troublefome ; but this is 
far from having been the cafe with the 
civilities of Mr. Hefs, to which we had no 
fort of claim whatever* We happened, ac- 
cidentally, to meet him at Mr. Reinhardt's, 
when we went to fee his paintings ; and he 
recolledted having once dined with me at Mr. 
Schickler's in Berlin, a year or two ago. 
He has confidered this as giving us a fuffi- 
cient title to all his attentions, which, from 
that time, have been unceafing, 

Schmiedeberg, iath Auguft 1800, 

Ycfterday afternoon we concluded to pro- 
ceed upon our journey, and quitted, not with- 
out reludtance, the pleafant town of Hirfch r 
berg, where we have fo agreeably patted 
a fortnight. The whole way hither is over 
a moil romantic valley, through fields, load- 
ed with luxuriant harvefts,- interfperfed with 
hills and groves, country-feats, and villages, 
and bounded on one fide by th« range of 
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mountains, of which you have fo often heard 
in thefe letters. The road is a turnpike, not 
inferior to the beft in England. Thefe turn- 
pike-roads, which extend all along the high- 
way, through what are called the mountain 

• 

towns, were made by Frederic the Second, 
who always- treated this province as a fa- 
vourite. 

Schmiedeberg is a fmall city, containing 
between three and four thoufand inhabitants. 
It is about a German mile in length, and 
confifts of one ftreet, in which there are 
many very handfome buildings ; in both thefe 
refpedls it has a confiderable refemblance 
with the town of Salem in Maffachufetts. 
The principal manufactures here arc of 
table-linen and of printed linens. I hope 
to give you fome further account of them in 
my next. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Scbmiedtberg-~Linen, White Tape, Table* 
linen, Creas Manufactories — Bucbwald— 
The Friefenjliene. 

i^n'uv.vyj ,v Schmiedeberg, 13th Auguft 1800. 
U pon our arrival here, I haftened, imme- 
diately, to deliver a letter I had for a Mr. 
Hoffman, the clergyman of the place. Un- 
fortunately for us, he was obliged to go early 
yeflerday morning to Hirfchberg. He, 
however, requefled his friend, Mr. Frede- 
rici, to ihew us the obje&s deferving a 
ftpwgpr's curiofity here, which he has ac- 
cordingly done. They confift, principally, 
of linen manufadluies, of various kinds ; a 
bufinefs which, in proportion to the fize of 
the place, is carried on with more activity 
here than at Hirfchberg. The town con- 
tains, at moft, five thoufand inhabitants! 

■ 
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and their exportation^ amount to about a 
million dollars aqnually. 

One of the principal merchants of the 
town is a Mr. Waldkirch, who is. at 
this time employed in creating buildings, 
fufficient for bleaching from twenty to 
twenty-five thoufand pieces of linen, yearly. 
For this purpofe, he has one large houfe, in 
which he hangs up to dry the linen which 
has paffed through the bleaching-tubs, inftead 
of ftretching it, as is ufual elfewhere, upon 
a grafs-plot. He gains, by this, the ad- 
vantage of being able to perform the procefs 
of drying, the whole year round, and is no 
longer dependent upon the feafon and the 
weather. He is likewife introducing here, 
from Ireland, the ufe of oxygenated muriatic 
acid \l am not chemift enough to know 
precifely what it is), to whiten the linen the 
better. Here, likewife, we faw the procefs 
of drefling the linen, by paffing it through 
a tub of ftarch ; the object of which is, to 
give it ftiffnefs, and a glofs to the eye ; but 
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which they have not been accuftomed to here, 
arid which they fay, perhaps with truth, is 
rather injurious than beneficial to the linen. 

Another large manufa&ory is that of 
white tape, belonging to Mr. Gebauer, 
which is likewife a recent eftabliftiment here. 
It is a linen manufa&ory in miniature, the 
whole procefs of making it being exa&ly the 
fame. This, however, is more properly a 
manufadory, as the weaving, as well as the 
bleaching and dreffing, is done here. There 
are between thirty and forty looms at work ; 
and in each loom, from fifteen to thirty-fix 
pieces of tape are made, in proportion to the 
width, which varies from about three inches, 
to a quarter of an inch. The machine by 
which fo many fliuttles are fet in motion by 
one loom, is an EngUfli invention, as is, 
without exception, every contrivance for the 
abridgment of labour, which we have yet 
feen in this province. 

The weaving is likewife performed in the 
manufactories of printed linens and cottons, 
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and of damaflc table-linen. The printed 
linens are principally handkerchiefs and 
lhawls; the figures upon which are partly 
painted by women, and partly made by 
wooden moulds, the furface of whkh is firft 
laid upon the colours, ready prepared, and 
then applied to the linen. In cotton they 
work very little; and what they make is 
very much inferior to the Englifli. 

The table-linen is inferior in quality, and 
higher in price, than that made in Saxony. 
This manufactory does not thrive here, and 
would foon go entirely to ruin, but for the 
particular encouragement of the government. 
The damaflc is made either of linen alto- 
gether, or with a mixture of filk, of which 
they make a fort of table-cloths, much ufed 
within the country, but not exported elfe- 
where. 

Another article of manufacture, that we 
have met here, is what they call creas, a fort 
of linen, made of yarn, inftead of thread, 
and bleached befpre it is wove. The diftinc- 
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tion between yarn and thread is not owing 
to the difference of the article from which 
, they are fpun, but to the manner of fpin- 
ping : thread is twifted in fpinning ; yarn 
js fpun out, fimply, and confifts only of one 
part. This name of Creas is Spamfh, as 
3re thofe of Platilles, and Eftopilles, by 
which the different forts of linen and lawn 
are defignated. Some of the pieces, too, are 
called Bretagnes, and they are rolled up a la 
Morlaix; becaufe the Spaniards were, for- 
merly, furnilhed with thofe articles from 
manufa&ures eftabliflied at Morlaix, in the 
province of Britanny. The Bretagnes are 
fmajl pieces of linen, containing juft enough 
to make two fhirts> and done up in flat 

* 

fcjuares, much as you have been ufed to fee 
cambrics, in our (hops. Mr. Waldkirch 
told me that they were obliged to fend them 
in fuch pieces, becaufe the Spaniard is fo 

lazy, that he muft even have his linen cut 

- 

up for him, before he will buy it. The 
pieces a la Morlaix are of fixty Silefian ells, 
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and rolled up very clofe, as round a fpmdle* 
— What they call Platilles royales are done 
up much like the Irifli linen ; folded/ and 
tied round with bands of ftiff paper, orna- 
mented with a red riband, at one end, and 
ftamped figures upon filver plating, to make 
it very fliowy : the love of finery being as 
ftrong in the common Spaniard, as his lazi- 
nefs. This fame difpolition, of judging 
every thing by the eye, makes it neceffary 
to give the linens, likewife, a fine glofs; 
and various inventions are ufed for the pur- 
pofe : among which, a machine ufed by Mr. 
Gentfch, another principal merchant of 
Schmiedeberg, moil attracted our attention. 
It is put in motion by the means of wheels, 
which are turned by water, like a common 
water-mill, and four thick plates of glafs, 
of a circular form, and round edges, are 
made to pafs backwards and forwards, over 
as many pieces of linen, which, by the fame 
procefs, are made to unroll and pafs under 
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\ them. They really give it a beautiful glofs ; 

but, from the extreme preffure they apply to 
it, rtiuft be hurtful to the article itfelf. Un- 
doubtedly, the linen is in its moft perfedt 
condition, as it comes from the peafant's 
hands, when the flax has undergone only 
the operations of fpinning and weaving.— 
If nothing further were done to it, there can 
be no doubt but it would laft double the 
time. The whole bufinefs of bleaching, 
i fulling, mangling, and glofling, is but a 

continued effort to make the article look fairer, 
and, at the fajne time, to rend its texture : 
it is the art of a proftitute, who paints the 
deeper, the more ftie is racked with difeafe. 

About an Englifti mile diftant from 
Schmiedeberg lies Buchwald, the feat of 
Count Redern, who has the fuperintendency 
over the mines in Lower Silefia, a man of 
great information and merit, with whom I 
had fome acquaintance at Berlin. It is what 
in England is commonly called an ornp- 
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mented farm ; and the grounds are laid out 
altogether in the Englifh taftc. Nature is t 
indeed, here fo extremely beautiful of her- 
felf, that (he will condefcend to receive very 
little decoration from human ingenuity. 
Here are lawns, and grottoes, and cafcades, 
and running ft reams, and parks, which 
fcarcely require any thing more than enclo- 
fure, to make Englifh gardens. The infide 
of the houfe, and many of the Count's ar- 
rangements, with regard to his grounds, we 
could not fee, owing to his prefent abfence : 
he being gone to Waldenburg, to make pre- 
parations at the mines for the reception of 
the Queen. 

Near the road, upon the way between * 
Schmiedeberg and Landeftiut, are three vaft 
maffes of rock, at the top of an high moun- 
tain, which bear the name of the Fricfen- 
ftiene. The profpedt from them is not much 
lefs extenfive, on the Silefian fide, than that 
from the Giant's Head. The whole valley of 
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Lower Silefia extends before them j the views 
from the Kynaft to the weft ward are, here, 
renewed from a northern point, and the 
whole range of great mountains runs eaft- 
erly, and feems to depart from the fpot upon 
which the fpeclator ftands. 

Yours, &c. 

- > 
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LETTER XV. 

Landejhut — The Convent of Grufau, its 
Church and Library. 

Landefhut, 15th Auguft 1800. 

After having feen the various objedls of 
curiolity at and near Schmiedebcrg, of which 
you have here a fhort account, we came the 
day before yefterday to this town. The dif- 
tance is the fame as that from Hirfchberg to 
Schmiedeberg, two German miles ; but the 
ride is longer, as the whole way is a cohti- 
nual fucceflion of up and down hill. The 
road continues to be very good, and almoft 
every hundred paces as we proceed fomc 
beautiful profpeft prefents itfelf to our view. 

Landefhut is one of the oldeft towns in 
Silefia ; and though it has not more than 
half the population of Schmiedeberg, being 
built more compaft, it appears to be larger. 

L 
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In the middle of the town, as in almoft all 
the Silefian cities, is a fquare, in the centre 
of which ftands the town-houfe. The 
houfes all around the fquare have piaz- 
zas before them like thofe of Covent 
Garden in London, or the arcades of the 
Palais Royal at Paris. One of the houfes in 
the fquare is always an inn ; and as the fquare 
is the centre of all the bufinefs, and the 
place where all the markets are held, the 
traveller has always before him an appear- 
ance of activity, which makes the town 
look lively. The houfes are built, as in 
Holland, with the gable-end towards the 
ftreet; but they are almoft all covered with 
a white plafter, which gives lightnefs and 
gaiety to the appearance of the ftreets, and 
has a very advantageous effeft when viewed 
at a diftance. From the tops of the houfes 
very large wooden troughs as fpouts run out 
into the ftreet, fo that the water which falls 
from them may juft hit the gutter. They 
look like fo many old beams flicking out 
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from the roofs, and arc fo great a deformity 
to theftreets, that I wonder they have not 
been by degrees removed, and more feemly 
fpouts fubftituted in their ftead. Landelhut 
has at three different periods— in the war of 
the Huflites in the fourteenth century, in 
the thirty years war, and in the feven years 
war — fuffered every extremity of facking, 
plundering, and fire. In point of opulence, 
however, it is now the fecond of the mountain 
cities ; and its exportation of linens is infe- 
rior in amount only to that of Hirfchberg. 

On my arrival I delivered a letter to Mr. 
Ruck, one of the firft linen-merchants in 
the place, a Saxon by birth, but who has 
long travelled in England and Holland. 
His wife is the daughter of a Mr. Peter 
Hafenclever, a man whofe name muft be 
well known in America, particularly in the 
ftates of New York and New Jerfey; 
where, juft before the commencement of the 
American revolution, he eftablilhed very ex- 
tenfive iron-works ; an undertaking in which 

* 
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he failed, however, by the mifcondudt and 
diflionefty of his partners in England. He 
then came, together with his daughter and 
his foa-m-law, and entered into the linen- 
trade here; in which they have profpered fo 
well, that at his death he left a handfome 
property, and Mr. Ruck is now in the firft 
line of bufinefs in the province, 

Yefterday morning Mr. Ruck, who is a 
very refpedtable old gentleman of feventy- 
five, came in his carriage, and took us with 
him to the cloifter of Griifau, a convent 
of monks of the Ciftertian order, lituated 
in a beautiful plain about a German mile 
diftant from the town. The abbot, whom 
they call here the prelate, was abfent ; but 
one of the monks, a young man who both 
in mind and perfon feemed fitter for almoft 
any place than a cloifter, received and at- 
tended us with the moft obliging kindnefs. 

1 

This cloifter was founded in the year 1292, 
by Bolko the Second, Duke of Schweidnitz 
and Jauer, a dcfcendant of the great Polifh 

■ 

1 
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family of the Piafts. They have, in a 
chapel here, a farcophagus erected in honour 
of him, with a Latin infeription purport* 
ing, that from the brevity of his ftature he 
had borne the furname of Parvus; but that 
if he were to be eftimated by the abilities 
with which he governed his dominions, he 
would be entitled to that of Magnus; if by 
his affability, his charity, and generofity, 
Longe Major ; and if by his liberality to the 
hurch, moft efpecially in the foundation of 
this convent, Vere Maximus. Here is a 
double climax, of which the higheft term 
will doubtlefs appear to you chofen with a 
fagacity which would do honour to a Jefuit. 

The ceiling of the church is painted, fo 
as to give an airy and light appearance to the 
whole, although the paintings themfelves 
are in a ftyle of mediocrity. There are a 
few pictures by Willman, whom they call 
the Silefian Raphael ; and they certainly pof- 
fefs merit much fuperior to the reft. One of 
the altar-picees, the young monk who 

13 
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accompanied us faid, was good for no- 
thing, bec&ufe it was a lie. It meant to rc- 
prefent an affemblage of all the faints, and 
there were only monks and priefts. One of the 
events which happened at the convent in the 
Huflite war is reprefented both in painting 
and in fculpture. It was the murder of the 
abbot, and of all the monks, to the number 
of feventy. The deftru&ion was fo com- 
plete, that, to preferve the foundation itfelf, 
they were obliged to draw feveral monks 
from another convent. 

The organ is the fineft in all Silefia, and 
contains about two thoufand fix hundred 
pipes. The organift played for us about half 
an hour; the tones are ftrong and clear, but 
the imitation of the human voice is very im- 
perfedt. 

Clofe to the church, appropriated exclu- 
fively to the convent, is another, which they 
call the parochial church,, built by one of 
the abbots about feventy years ago, and de- 
dicated to St. Jofeph, the fofter-father of 
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Chrift. It is painted in frefco 01* the 
ceiling, and round the walls, entirely by the 
hand of Willman. The fcenes are from the 
hiftory of Jofeph's life, and many of them 
are more creditable to the imagination than 
to the judgment of the painter. 

The library confifts of about twenty-five 
thoufand volumes, which are kept in a light 
pleafant chamber, and arranged in excellent 
methodical order. It contains all the great col- 
lections of the fathers, the Afts of the Saints, 
Councils, &c. The Afts of the Saints ' is a 
work which I had never feen before ; the 
method obferved in this compilation is by 
giving the adts of each faint under the title of 
the day devoted to him in the calendar. 
There are forty-fix thick folio volumes, and 
they have yet reached only to the middle of 
September.— The laft volume was publiflied 
at Antwerp, about the year 1754* and pro- 
bably the work will never be carried any 
further. Muratori's great colledlion of the 
Italian hiflorians is likewife here ; but they 

t 4 
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have not that of the Byzantine writers. Th«y 
are likewife entirely deftitute of modern 
books; and, excepting the German, of all 
books in the modern languages. I few only 
two manufcripts ; one written by a Ruffian 
general during the feven years war; the 
other a copy of the Koran, upon parchment 
The number of monks at this convent is 
now only thirty. The foundation is very 
rich, and there are about forty thoufand 
peafants in vaffalage under it. 

Yours, &c. 

■■ 
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LETTER XVI. 

A Silejian Dinner — "Lutheran Church at 
Landejhut — Ecclefiajiical Affairs of Silejia 
— Gottejberg — Stocking Manufactory — 
Waldenburg — Traffic in Linens — Coal- 
mines. 

Waldenburg, 16th Auguft 1800. 

From the cloifter at Griifau (the day before 
yefterday) we returned to dine with Mr. 
Ruck, at Landefhut. It was a formal 
dinner of thirty perfons, according to the 
fafliion of the country ; we fat down foon 
after one, and rofe from table juft before fix. 
The whole of this time is employed m 
eating; for the ladies and gentlemen all rofe 
together, and there was very little wine 
drank. But as only one difli is ferved at a 
time, and in a dinner of three courfes every 
difli mult be handed round to every gueft, 
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the intervals between the dilhes are of courfe 
very long ; the ufual time of fitting oi> fuch 
occafions, we are told, is about feven hours, 
but it was here abridged out of complaifance 

- 

to us. After dinner we walked in the 
garden, and coffee was ferved in an arbour, 
where we fat fome time and converfed. As 
evening came on, the company fat down to 
cards, and played until eleven, when a cold 
collation was ferved in another room. We 

- 

were how permitted, as ftrangers, to return 
to our inn ; but the reft of the company con- 
tinued at their cards and the collation until 
half paft twelve. This is the ufual courfe 
of a great dinner in Silefia. The company 
confided of the principal linen-merchants, 
and the Lutheran clergy of the place. 
Among them I found men of agreeable man- 

0 

ncrs and of confiderable information, but 
none of them fpoke any other language 
than German. In general throughout Sile- 
fia fpeaking French is confidered as an affedt- 
ation of high life, and a fort of ridicule is 
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cad upon it; fo that many who are well 
verfed in the language fcruple at fpeaking it 
even with a ftranger. For myfelf, I like 
this fo much the better ; it forces me to make 
a trial of my ftrength in German, and affords 
me fome help in the acquifition of this lan- 
guage. 

Yefterday morning we went to fee the Lu- 
theran church at Landeihut, and its library ; 
the church is built exadtty upon the fame 
model as that of Hirfchberg, though not fo 
large, nor, like that, decorated with paintings. 
The library is fmall, and confifts chiefly of 
theological books ; its principal curiofity is 
a manufcript volume containing original 
letters from perfons of diftinguifhed name in 
the fixteenth and fev^nteenth centuries ; 
among the reft are a few from J^uther, and 
many from his friend and afliftant Mc- 
landlhon. 

The number of Catholics and of Evange- 
lic! throughout Silefia is nearly equal, but 
in all the manufacturing parts of the province 
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the proportion of the Catholics is much 
fmaller, fcarcely of one to ten. The arch* 
bifhop of Breflau is the only Catholic pre- 
late in the province, though before the Pruf- 
fian conqueft the abbots of the great cloifters 
at Grufau and Leubus, and perhaps others, 
were members of the ftates. There are no Lu- 
theran bifhops ; but the ecclefiaftical concerns 
are under the fuperintendency of a confiftory 
at Breflau, Subordinate to the minifter of 
juftice at Berlin, who prefides over the whole 
ecclefiaftical department. The falaries of 
the Lutheran clergy are very low, none of 
them amounting to two hundred Pruflian 
dollars a year. 

After viewing Mr. Ruck's bleachery, 
which differs very little from thofe we had 
feen before, we came yeflerday afternoon 
three German miles from Landefhut to this 
town. The country ftill continues to be en- 
chantingly beautiful, and the roads excellent, 
though very hilly. When we had come 
about two thirds of the way we patted 
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through the little town of Gottefcerg, and 
before almoft every houfe faw women, boys, 
and girls, iaduftrioufly employed in knitting 
worfted ftockings, of which that is the 
principal manufacturing place. Thus, upon 
almoft every mile of our paflage, we behold 
induftry with a different, and always with 
an ufeful occupation. But it is always a 
great alloy to the fatisfaftion we receive 
from this profpedt, that it is accompanied 
with that of wretchednefs. The poor people 
who are thus continually toiling, can fcarcely 
earn a fufficiency for their bare fubfiftence, 
and are fubje&ed to various heavy oppreffions. 
The manufactories of linens, in particular, 
which raife large fortunes to the merchants 
who export them from the cities, fcarcely 
give bread to the peafants, who do all the 
valuable part of the work. 

Here at Waldenburg, the inn where we 
lodge is, as ufual, fituated in the ring, or 
public fquare, which I defcribed to you in 
my laft; and this being a market-day, we 
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have had all the forenoon a crowd of pea- 
fants under our windows, each of them with 
one or two pieces of linen in a bag, (landing 
and waiting for a purchafer. The merchant 
offers his price, and if it is agreed to, marks 
it upon the piece of linen, which the peafant 
then carries to the purchafer's ftore, and re- 
ceives his money. But it is faid that the 
merchant often marks the linen with the 
price he offers, even when the feller refufcs 
to let it go at fo low a rate; and, as the pea- 
fant cannot efface immediately the mark of 
the chalk, he fcarcely ever can obtain, from 
a fubfequent purchafer, any more than he 
fees has been offered for the piece before. 
Thus the price is made dependant, in a great 
degree, upon the will of the purchafer ; and 
the peafant, who feels himfelf by the iniqui- 
tous conftitution of civil fociety a degraded 
being, fubdued alike in foul and body, has 
neither the fpirit to refent, nor the right to 
claim redrefs againft this abominable impofi- 
tion. This morning we called up one of 
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thefe peafants from our windows, and alked 
him the price of the piece of linen he had 
under his arm. He faid, fix dollars. It was, 
doubtlefs, at leaft a dollar more than any of 
the merchants would have given him ; but 
I was difpofed to fee what would be the 
effedt of giving him his own price, and told 
him we would take it. He no fooner faw 
what accommodating traders he had to deal 
with, than he began to extol the excellency 
of his linens, and to urge me to give him 
more than he had afked. This I refufed ; 
and though the poor fellow had certainly 
fold his goods higher than he had expefted, 
I am afraid he went away rather regretting 
that he had not demanded more, than pleafed 
that he had got fo much. 

We have this day viiited the coal-mines, 
which are within an Englifh mile of the 
town, A fubterraneous canal, the entrance 
into which reminds one of the poetical de- 
fcents of epic heroes to the infernal regions, 
condu<fls one to the fpot whence the miners 
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draw the coal. You go down in a boat, 
flat-bottomed, about a yard wide, and ten 
feet long : the canal is not more than four 
feet wide, and equally deep, and over it is 
an arch about as high, hewed in many 
places through the folid rock ; it is nearly 
an Englifli mile long, and ftrikes deeper and 
deeper under ground, until the furfaceof the 
earth overhead is more than a hundred and 
fifty feet above you. The boat is puflied 
along through the canal by two men, one 
(tending at each end, who, with a fhort 
flick in the hand, prefs it againft the fides 
of the arch that goes over the canal. After 
you have advanced about two thirds of the 
way, you come to lanes, which open on one 
fide, and lead two or three hundred yards to 
the places where the coal is cut out from the 
fide of the mine ; but we could not fee the 
miners at work this day, becaufe they were 
employed in exercifes for a folemn procef- 
fion, which is intended, in compliment to 
the Queen, who is expedted here next week. 
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This water communication from the furface 
of the earth to the bottom of the mine, 
which fo prodigioufly facilitates the tranf- 
portation of the coal from its original dun- 
geon to the regions of day, is an Englifli 
contrivance, very recently, and with fome 
reludtance, adopted here. The further we 
go, and the more we fee, the greater reafon 
we have to be convinced that England is the 
country where genius and fcience have been 
the moft fuccefsfully applied to the improve- 
ment of the arts and manufactures. 

Yours, &c. 



M 
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LETTER XVIL 

Altwajfer — Furjlenjlein — Count Hochberg 
—Fried/and — Aderjbach — Extraordinary 
Scenery. 

Waldenburg, 17th Auguft 1800. 

Before we fet out upon this tour from 
Berlin, we had heard a great deal of Silefian 
hofpitality ; and, from our reception and 
treatment from the moment when we entered 
the province, you will judge how amply this 
charadter is deferved. We have had occafion 
to fee more of it this day. Mr. Jopfer, the 
burgomafter of the town, to whom we had 
a letter of introduction, invited us this morn- 
ing to breakfaft with him and his family at 
Altwaffer, a bathing-place, about an Englifli 
mile out of the town, at which he has a 
country-houfe j and, according to the cuf- 
tom of the country, fent his carriage to take 
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us there. It is a charming fpot, in a valley, 
furrounded by hills, and in a fituation which 
probably contributes, more than the waters, 
to reftore health to the vifitors of the place. 
The tafte of the water refembles that of 
Seltzer water, but contains not fo large a 
quantity of fixed air. Mr. Jopfer, I find, 
as well as all the other great linen-merchants 
in the mountain-towns, has made the expe- 
riment of opening a trade dire&ly with 
America; and, like all the reft, he is not fatif- 
fied with the fuccefs of his fpeculation. The 
brothers , two of whom were here per- 
sonally about two years ago, and a Mr. , 

another German merchant, fettled in Phila- 
delphia, procured linens to be fent them to 
a very large amount, for which they have 
not yet made their payments. The returns 
they have made were chiefly in fugar, in 
coffee, and in bills payable in England, upon 
all which much lofs has been fuftained by the 
great failures laft winter at Hamburgh, and 
by the very low courfe of exchange upon 

m % 
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London. Mr. Jopfer alked me if I could 
recommend any mercantile houfes to him in 
New York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore, as 
perfe&ly fure houfes, to whom he could 
fafely confign linens ; and the fame queftion 
has been afked me by other merchants in 
thefe towns ; but I have ventured only to 
name Mr. , at Bofton, and that with- 
out knowing whether it would be agreeable 
to him. I will thank you to fend me one or 
two names of merchants in each of thofe 
towns, who do bufinefs upon confignments, 
and who enjoy the moft firmly-eftabliftied 
credit. But let them be genuine, folid mer- 
chants, whofe credit is founded upon their 
character for honefty, and not, as is too 
common in our country, upon the extrava- 
gant extent of their enterprifes. I (hall like- 
wife be obliged to you to make inquiries 
what was the fituation, in point of pecu- 

niary circumftances, of Mr. , of South 

Carolina, when he died ; for he owed about 

four thou fund pounds fterling to Mr. Hafen- 

1 
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clever, who never could obtain the payment 
of k in his lifetime, and whofe daughter has 
been equally unfuccefsful in her applications 
for it fince his deceafe. 

This afternoon we went to Fiirftenftein, 
the feat of a Count Hochberg, who has very 
large pofleflions in this part of the country, 
and to whom, in particular, the town of 
Waldenburg belongs. The feat is about a 
German mile diftant from the town, fituated 
in one of thofe beautiful and romantic fpots 
which are ftill as delightful to us to fee, as 
I am afraid they are by this time tedious for 
you to hear of. On the fummit of a hill, 
near the houfe in which the Count now 
refides, are the ruins of an old caftle, which 
have been partly rebuilt by him, and which, 
for that reafon, fcarcely look fo venerable as 
thofe of the Kynaft and of Lahnhaus. This 
place, however, is fo remarkable for pic- 
turefque beauty, that it is vifited at all times 
by ftrangers, as one of the principal obje&s 
of curiofity in the province. At prefentlf 
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is doubly interefting; the day after to-mor- 
row the Queen is expe&ed to arrive at Fur- 
ftenftein, where fhe purpofes to fpend a 
couple of nights : for her reception the Count 
is preparing an entertainment fuitable to the 
character of his ancient caftle. On the fame 
hill, and juft below the drawbridge over the 
moat, which is ftill fuppofed to furround 
the building, the ground is meafured out and 
enclofed, where a caroufal is to be held in 
honour of the great vifitor. Sixteen knights, 
all in the coftume of the feudal times, are to 
iffue from the walls of the old caftle, to go 
and meet the Queen upon her approach, and 
efcort her to the fpot where the exercifes of 
arms, or rather of horfcmanfhip, are to be 
performed : the evening is to clofc with a 
maflted ball. This afternoon a preparatory 
reprefentation (for it cannot ftridtly be called 
a rehearfal) of the whole ceremony was 
given; and as it was neceflary for us, in 
order to get a fight of the exhibition on 
fruefday, to pay our refpe&s previoufly to 
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the Count and Countefs, we took the oppor- 
tunity at the fame rime to fee this trial, of 
which we had, doiibtlefs, a much better 
view than we (hall have amidft the immenfe 
crowds of people who will throng to the 
real fhow. The Count and Countefs re- 
ceived and treated us with a courteoufnefs 
worthy of the. real age of chivalry. 

Tuefday Morning, 19th Auguft 1800. 

Yefterday we took a ride in one of the 
common poftchaifes of the country, to Aderf- 
bach, in Bohemia, which is between three 
and four German miles from this place. The 
roads have been lately repaired for the ac- 
commodation of the Queen ; but they are 
ftill not fuch as we could travel in our own 
carriage. We paffed through the fmall town 
of Friedland on pur way, juft beyond which 
are the boundaries between the two pro- 
vinces. Aderft>ach itfelf is a fmall village 
of no importance; but what makes it re- 
markable is, that near it begins an immenfe 

m 4 
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range of loofe rocks which extend more than 
three German miles, and which have been 
thrown together, or loofened from each other, 
in a manner the moft extraordinary of any- 
thing I ever beheld. Imagine to yourfelf a 
city of the firft magnitude, all the build- 
ings of which were from one hundred and 
fifty to four hundred feet high. Suppofe 
this city to have been deftroyed by fire, or 
by an earthquake, and to have left only 
fragments of the walls of its houfes ftand- 
ing, and all the ftreets, lanes, and alleys 
11:11 paffable, you will then have the moft 
accurate idea I can give you of this truly 
wonderful fport of nature. Many of the 
rocks hnng together in large maffes, but 
many of them ftand fingly, like one fide of 
the wall of a houfe, and upon bafes fo ex- 
ceflively (mall, in proportion to their weight, 
that they feem to bid defiance to the laws of 
gravitation. Many of them are thrown into 
fliapes, which bear more or lefs refemblance 
to various other obje&s, of which the names 
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arc given them for the fake of diftindtion. 
Thus, there is the Inverted Sugarloaf, the 
Prieft, the Pulpit, the Kettle-drums, the Gal- 
lows, the Chimney, the Bridge (which I 
think tnuft refemble the natural bridge de- 
fcribed by Mr. Jefferfon in hk " Notes on 
Virginia"), the Church-fteeple, &c. In 
one place there is a waterfall, about as high 
as the Zackerle-fall, and at prefent nearly as 
copious. There is likewife an echo, not much 
fuperior to that of the Kynaft. We returned 
laft evening to Waldenburg. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Defcription of a Caroufal and Mafquerade 
given at Furftenjlein, on the Arrival of the 
King and §>ueen of PruJJia. 

* 

Waldenburg, 20th Augiift 1800. 

The fliortnefs of my paper and of my time, 
ycfterday, abridged my defcription of the 
natural ruins at Aderfbach, one of the molt 
curious objeds we have yet viewed upon 
this journey. As I was clofing my letter, 
the King and Queen paffed under our win- 
dows, on their way to Furftenftein : there a 
double entertainment, combining the fafliion- 
able amufements of ancient and modern 
times, a caroufal and a mafquerade, was 
prepared for them. 

The caroufal was in a ftyle of great fplen- 
dour and magnificence. The fixteen knights, 
the herald, and the banneret, were clad, not 
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in armour,' but in the faftiionable full drefs 
of the age of Charles V. and Francis I. The 
ceremonies were performed with rigorous 
accuracy, according to the ufages of chi- 
valry. The exercifes of the knights were, 
in themfelves, nothing at all. The higheft 
proof of {kill was to take a ring from the 
hand of a ftatue, with the point of the 
fpear, upon a horfe at full gallop: even 
this very few of them fucceeded in doing. 
At any riding amphitheatre in Europe, or 
America, may be feen for half a crown the 
fame things performed with infinitely more 
Ikill and addrefs. But the clofe adherence 
to the forms ufual in the times when knight- 
hood was in its glory ; the pomp and 
folemnity of the reprefentation ; the contraft 
between the grandeur of the fpedacle and 
the old ruined walls, the relics of five cen- 
turies ; and between the romantic wildnefs 
of the extend ve profpedl around, and the 
crowded thoufands who were prefent to fee 
the fliow ; all contributed to produce a pleaf* 
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ing effect. The four moft fuccefsful knights 
received medals of different value, propor- 
tioned to the degree of the prize they obtained. 
The Queen hung the medals upon their 
necks. It was expedted, that after the names 
of the vi&ors had been proclaimed, and the 
herald had thrice called out to afk if any 
knight were yet difpofed to difpute the 
prizes adjudged, a ftrange knight would ap- 
pear, and enter the lifts to renew the conteft 
for the firft medal ; but this expectation was 
difappointed. 

The mafked ball was given in the houfe 
where the Count now refides, an elegant and 
richly furnifhed modern building, which 
was illuminated upon the occafion. There 
were fcarcely any mafks in character, and no 
attempt was made by thofe that were to fup- 
port it : upon the whole it was very dull. 
The principal company confifted of the 
knights, who had performed at the caroufal, 
and their ladies : three quarters of thele, to 
fay the leaft, were diffatitfied at the; iffue of 
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the day, in which, as is very common on 
fuch occafions, the race was not to the fwift, 
nor the battle to the ftrong ; for it fo hap- 
pened, that the very beft riders of the com- 
pany failed in obtaining any one of the prizes* 
Thus the countenances in fliade, and the 
multitude of black dominos, with unmean- 
ing or hideous malks, gave the whole rather 
the appearance of a funeral proceffion than 
of an high feftivity. We flayed not more 
than half an hour, and a little after midnight 
returned to our inn at Waldenburg. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Filrjlenjlein^-Freyburg — Peculiarities of the 
Silejian Mountains and Mountain-towns, 
and their Inhabitants— Lime-pits near 
Freyburg — Schweidnitz—Its DefeBs as a 
Fortrefs — Its Convents — /// Privilege of 
Exemption from Jews — Its Churches. 

Schweidnitz, 2rft Auguft 1800. 

Yesterday afternoon we came from 
Waldenburg, three German miles, to this 
town. About half way between the two 
places, we defcended from the hill upon 
which Fiirflenftein is fituated, and, leaving 
the fmall town of Freyburg at our left hand, 
entered upon a very extenfive and fertile 
plain, which admirably contrafts with thofe 
mountainous regions where we have fo agree- 
ably pafled about four weeks. The moun- 
tain-towns, properly fo called, are five; 
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from four of them, Hirfchberg, Schmiede- 
berg, Landefliut, and Waldenburg, my lad 
letters to you are dated. Upon our return, 
we hope to fee the fifth, which is Greiffen- 
berg; and is fituated juft upon the borders of 
Saxony. We have now gone through the 
moft interefting part of our journey. The 
mountain-towns, and the mountains them- 
felves, with their inhabitants, have a pecu- 
liar character, diftindt even from that of the 
reft of Silefia, and much more fo from that 
of the other Pruffian provinces. Their dif- 
tance from the fea, and even from all inland 
navigation, fecludes them from that great 
and continual intercourfe with the reft of the 
world, which, according to Yorick's happy 
illuftration, effaces the appropriate (lamp, 
at the fame time that it gives the higheft 
polifti to human characters. Accordingly, 
we find fomething original and characterise 
in almoft every individual we meet. As their 
country is feldom vifitcd by Grangers, their 
hofpitality is cordial, warm, confiding, and 
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carried fometimes fo far as would be trouble- 
fome, if gratitude could admit any thing to be 
troublefome which proceeds from fuch good 
intentions. The habitual induftry, fo general 
among them, prefer ves them from that e$- 
ceflive poverty and thofe vices which are pre- 
valent in fome countries ftill more favoured 
by nature ; though even here the comfort of 
the greatf mafs of the people is fo much in- 
ferior to what their induftry defer ves, that 
humanity cannot contemplate their condition 
without a figh of compaflion. Yet they 
have a privilege very unufual in the Pruflian 
dominions, a great and valuable privilege, 
the worth of which they fully know, and in 
which they take a proper pride — it is that 
of having no foldiers quartered upon them, 
no troops in garrifon. This circumftance 
alor^e would be fufficient to produce an im- 
menfe difference between the character of the 
people here, and that of their lefs fortunate 
fellow-fubjedts. Inftead of that perpetual, 
unvaried, and difgufting view of idlenefs, 
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• and mifery, and vice, with the uniform on 
the back, and the gun in the hand, it is 
truly refrefliing to the foul to fee towns and 
villages, and I might almoft fay the very 
mountain wilds, teeming with active and 
ufeful labour. In confequence of this ex- 

* emption, too, that reverence for the military 
character, which the policy of the -ftate has 
rendered neceffary in Pruflia, extends not 
here. To go through the exercifes and evo- * 
lutions of a review, is not confidered as the 
moft exalted of all mortal accompli fhments ; 
nor is an epaulette the golden image before 
which all the people proftrate themfelves in 
flgn of worfhip. The badges of monarchy 
being thus lemote, and the nobility who re- 
fide in the province having generally their 
houfes in the country, the manners of the 
people in the towns have more of a repub- 
lican than of a monarchical caft ; and the 
general equality among the people gives 
them a focial turn, which I havefel iom feen 

in other parts of Germany. In every one of 

» 

N 



Digitized by Google 



1^8 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

the towns we found fome inftitution of an 
aflembly, where the citizens in comfortable 
circumftances, with their families, meet 
once a week, or oftener, to enjoy the plea- 
fures of conversion anJ fjcial amufements. 

Yet, however interefting the fight of this 
country may be to a traveller parting through 
it at this feafon of the year, its attractions 
are counterbalanced by too many inconve* 
niences to make it an inviting place for a 
permanent refidence. We have had ample 
occafion to convince ourfelves that the repre- 
fentations of the Pruffian travellers in thefe 
regions, who make Saturnian times roll round 
again to blefs this land with innocence and 
happinefs, are greatly exaggerated, to fay 
the leaft. Thofe paffions which, in the more 
cl »fely accumulated focieties of mankind, 
contribute to make human life miferable, 
being here confined to a narrower fphcre, 
and applied to fmaller objedls, are ftill adtive 
to make it uncomfortable. The climate, 
like wife; is at leaft by ten degrees of lati- 
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tude more rigorous than that of the fame 
parallel upon level land. Thofe mountain- 
tops, upon which we were regaled with re- 
frefhing breezes, are, almoft the whole year 
round, fwept with chilling blafts ; thofe 
trees which now wave their verdure over the 
brows of the hills, three quarters of the year 
flretch forth their leaflefs branches, as if to 
implore the mercy of an unrelenting (ky; 
thofe fields which now feem to exult under 
the burden of their fertility, fix months of the 
twelve lie bleaching under a thick cruft of 
fnow. The tranfitions from heat to cold, 
even at the faireft feafon, are fo great, fo 
frequent, and fudden, as often to prove per- 
nicious to the health; and fcarcely any of 
the fruits of temperate regions here enjoy 
enough of the genial warmth of the fun to 
attain maturity. Were we to give full credit 
to Zollner, the moft moderate of the Pruffian 
tourilts in Silefia, we (hould fuppofe beg- 
gars to be a race of beings unheard of on the 
Silefian fide of the ^mountains, but that the 

N 2 



iBO TOUR. THROUGH SILESIA, 

inftant you fet your fpot wtfo Bohemia, they 
fwarmed round yoij by thouC^Js. Tjbe 
fuperior condition of the Silefians is, indeed, 
very clearly, and even ftrongly marked in 
this particular, as the beggars are certainly 
more numerous on the Bohemian fide. But 
even on the other, we were not fortunate 
enough to pafs a fingle day without meeting 
more than one beggar ; and the train of wo- 
men and children who followed us to the 
Zacken-fall, gafping for a dreyer, was as 
numerous as that which purfued us among 
the ruins of Aderfbach. 

The accommodations for travellers upon 
the mountains thcmfelves arc very miferable ; 
but, in the towns, the inns are rather above 
the average of public-houfes in Germany. 
Almoft every where we found good bread, 
butter, coffee, milk, and water. The water, 
indeed, which trickles down the fides of the 
mountains in ten thoufand ftreams, which 
you crofs at almoft every tenth ftep you 
take, is fo clear and cool # that fome felf-con- 
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trol is neceflary to avoid drinking it, while 
you are fwcating under the toil of the afcent. 
The mountaineers, however, take no pre- 
cautions of this kind, but freely drink from 
the brooks at the very moment when they 
are in the profufeft perfpiration. If I were 
aphyfician I fhould, perhaps, inquire whe- 
ther the goitres, of which we have heard fo 
much upon the mountains of Switzerland, 
and which are by no means uncommon upon 
tfeefe, are not partly imputable to this care* 
leflhefs. 

Juft on this fide of Freyburg, upon our 
ride hither, we flopped, and I went down 
into a lime-pit which was clofe by the fide 
of the road : its depth might be about a 
hundred and twenty feet. At the fame place 
there was formerly a quarry of marble, 
which is now exhaufted. We faw one fur- 
nace, in which they were burning the lime- 
ftone ; it was in the open air, like a deep 
kettle funk into the ground, upon which 
they place alternately a layer of coal and a layer 

« 3 
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of the ftone, which they keep thus continu* 
ally burning the whole fummer through. At 
the bottom of the pit were fmall ponds of 
water, which fome of tha workmen were 
employed in pumping out ; there was a ma* 
chine on the top, like thofe ufed under the 
Adelpbi buildings, to anfwer the fame pur- 
pofe. We faw one large block of the 
marble which was formerly drawn from the 
quarry : it was a bluilh Hone, with a very 
fmall mixture of white j apparently a marble 
of the moll ordinary kind. The works have 
been carried on about thirty years. 

Schweidnitz is a confiderably large and 
handfomely built town, containing about fix 
thoufand inhabitants, with agarrifon ufually 
of two thoufand men. It is chiefly remark- 
able as one of the three fortreffes (Silberberg 
and Glatz are the two others) upon which 
the fate of Silefia, in the wars between 
Auftri^ and Pruflia, mud always depend. 
But as the place is fituated in the midft of a 
large plain, and has not even a navigable 
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river running before it, the natural fituation 
is far from ftrong ; and mere art has never 
yet contrived a fortification which art is not 
competent to fubdue. Schweidnitz, there- 
fore, has never been able to ftand a long 
fiege, and in the feven years war was four 
times taken and retaken. The Catholics in 
the town are in the proportion of one to four 
Proteftants. There are four cloifters ; but, 
like moft of the Silcfian convents, they are 
almoft or entirely without monks or nuns, 

* 

excepting one of the order of St. Urfula, 
where feven-and-twenty poor fifters bewail 
their virginity, and of which my wife can 
give a better account than I, as the good 
nuns, according to the rules of their order, 
hold the male fex too much in abomination 
to admit any of us, publicly, within their 
walls. * 

I am forry to fay that Schweidnitz is not 
yet afhamed to enjoy the privilege of fuffcr- 
ing no Jews within the town. The occafion 
which gave rife to this ridiculous and barba* 
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rous regulation is reprefented in a pifturc 
which yet difgraces the Catholic church in 
the town, under which is a German infcrip- 
tion, narrating the ftory after the Catholic 
fafliion. It relates, that about the year 
1450, certain Jews obtained poffeflion of a 
confecrated hoft, which they treated with 
contempt and indignity, which the picture 
further explains by reprefenting two of the 
Jews as ftabbing the wafer with daggers, 
and the wafer, of courfe, as ftreaming with 
blood. For this offence ten Jews and feven 
of their wives were burnt at the flake, and 
the town was formally privileged, never 
again to be contaminated with the prefence 
of a Jew. 

This Catholic church was firft built by 
Bolkp the Little, the laft Duke of Schweid- 
nitz, and the fame pious perfonage whofe 
gradations of greatnefs were fo accurately 
meafured upon the infeription at Gruflau. 
It has gone through various adventures, and 
a lingular fucceflion of proprietors, and 
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finally belonged to the Jefuits, until the 
abolition of their order in 1775. It has the 
higheft fteeple in all Silefia, and from which 
there is an extenfive and beautiful profpetl 
over the wide plains which furround the 
town to the diftant mountains, which look 
like a wall round the horizon. 

The Lutheran church was one of the three 
which were ftipulated to be built in Silefia, 
by the peace of Weftphalia; the privilege 
was granted upon condition that the fabric 
ihould only be of wood and plafter, which 
gives it, on the outfide, the appearance of a 
barn. But, as a compenfation for this ex- 
ternal reftraint, the Lutherans indulged them- 
felves by ornamenting the more profufely 
the infide of the church ; and it is fufficiently 
fpacious to contain a congregation of five 
thoufand perfons : it aflembles nearly that 
number in their devotions almoft every Sun- 
day to this day. In general we find the 
churches very well filled on Sundays, in 
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every town which we had the opportnnity to 
yifit at that time. 

This morning the Queen paffed through 
this town on her way to Glatz. She was 
received with much ceremony ; and a pro- 
ceffion of twelve pretty maidens, clad in 
white, went with an addrefs to her, and 
fome fmall prefents. We have fpent the 
day here, partly for the purpofc of letting 
her Majefty get fo far before us, as not to 
deprive us of a lodging-place at the inns, 
and of poft-horfes on the roads. 

Yours, &c. 
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■ LETTER XX. 

t 

Reicbenbacb — Its new Church — Frankenjlein 
— Wartha — Its Cloijler and Church — 
Glatz. 

Glatz, 23d Auguft 1800. 

Yesterday morning, early, we left 
Schweidnitz, and came feven German miles, 
through the towns of Reichenbach, Frank- 
enftein, and Wartha, to this place. Reich- 
enbach is chiefly remarkable for being the 
place, where the laft treaty between Auftria 
and Pruflia was concluded ; and for a new 
Lutheran church, the architecture of which 
is at once the moft fimple and elegant of 
any fimilar building that I ever faw. The 
church itfelf is an oblong fquare ; and inter- 
nally are three oval galleries, one above 
the other, and all fupported by pillars of the 
Doric and Ionic orders ; the fize of which 
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is duly graduated in proportion to their 
height. The oval of the loweft gallery is 
complete, but an opening is left in the two 
upper ones, at one end of the church, for 
the organ. The altar is enclofed within a 
feinicircle, formed by fix Ionic pillars, fup- 
porting a canopy, and between which are 
four emblematical ftatues. The pulpit is 
juff over the altar, a little backwards, and 
not, as is ufual in moft European churches* 
on one fide of the edifice. The building is 
of ftone, plaftered white, and within the 
church there are no paintings. It was erect- 
ed in the year 1795. 

At Frankenftein we faw the walls of an 
old caflle, which have been more than a cen- 
tury and a half in a ruinous ftate. In gene- 
ral there is fcarcely a town in all Lower Si- 
lefid, but bears, to this day, fome mark of 
defolatiou from the thirty years and the feven 
years wars. 

Warthais fituated in a deep valley, between 
two ranges of fteep and lofty mountains* 

1 
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with the river Ncife winding round between 
them. Its pofition is fo beautiful, that 
feveral of the painters of Silefian views 
have chofen this fpot for one of them* It 
is a very fmall town, diftinguifhcd only for 
a cloifter of the Ciftertian order, in which 
there are now not more than four or five 
monks. The church belonging to the cloif- 
ter is large, and celebrated for the fine pro- 
portions of its architecture, as well as for the 
bed organ in Silefia, excepting that of GrufTau. 
It contains no paintings of value, but 1 re- 
marked a great number of ex voto pi&ures, 
dedicated to the holy Virgin, principally by 
perfons recovered from ficknefs. In one 
corner of the church I faw an ugly pidure 
of a face, done upon filk, and a fmall filver 
point of a fpear, each of them under a frame 
and a glafs ; with certificates that they had 
been touched by certain holy relics at Rome 
and Ancona ; fuch as the real face of Chrifr, 
and the fpear which pierced his fide. It 
fhould feem, that, according to the Romifli 
fyftem, thefe real relics have a certain mag- 
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nctic virtue, and that any thing touched by 
them becomes as efficacious as themfelves. 
While I was looking at the unfeemly mafk, 
a woman, after kneeling, for fome time, 
before the great altar, came, and devoutly 
kifled the glafs that covered the face, and 
then tripped away as lightly as if (he were 
fure all her fins were forgiven. 

By flopping a day at Schweidnitz we 
had hoped the Queen would get fuch a ftart 
of us upon her tour, that we fhould no 
longer find a difficulty in procuring lodgings, 
or horfes, on the road, owing to her prefence; 
but upon arriving here laft night, we found 
fhe had been from this place lo Landeck, in 
the morning, and was expedted to return and 
lodge here again, which (he really did. The 
town was, of courfe, much crowded, and 
we are obliged to content ourfelves with 
worfe than ufual accommodations. This 
morning at fix the Q*jeen took her departure 
for Breflau. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Landed — Its Baths and mineral Waters — 
Beauty of its Environs — The River Biele 
— Waterfall at Wolf elf griinde — Ruins of 
the Town of Habelfchword. 

Glatz, 25th Auguft. 
The governor of the town being abfent 

1 

with the King, who was holding a review at 
Neifs, I fent my compliments on Saturday 
morning to the commandant \ with a requeft 
to fee the fortrefs, which had been men- 
tioned as the only thing worthy of remark 
that we ftiould find in this town; but he 
took fo much time to deliberate, whether in 
the abfence of the governor he could give us 
the permiffion, that 1 concluded that day to 
go on Landeck, which we did in one of 
the common carriages of the country. Lan- 
deck is a fmall town three German miles 
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diftant, with baths and mineral waters, 
which are much frequented by company in 
fearch of health or amufemenf during the 
months of July and Auguft. Now there 
is fcarcely any body there, but our landlord 
at the inn told us there had been much 
company before the King and Queen came 
into Silefia, and expreffed a hope and belief 
that after the review at Brellau many of them 
would again find leifure enough to be fick, 
and come to bathe and drink a little more. 
The bath waters are about milk- warm ; thofe 
they drink are cold and clear as cryftal, but 
fo much impregnated with fulphur, that they 
tafte like bilge-water. Whatever their effi- 
cacy may be, I have never feen any bathing- 
place, the fituation of which had an appear* 
since more calculated to preferve or reftore 
health than Landeck. It is in a valley, 
furrounded by hills more or lefs elevated, 
fome of which are ftill covered with forefts 
of rtately trees, while others prefent the 
afpedt of cultivation to their very fummits. 
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On the fide of one of thefe hills are the two 
baths ; the church; a large and elegant houfe 
built by the Governor of Glatz ; another, 
lefs fpacious, built by the Count Hoym, the 
directing minifter of Silefia, for his fon-in- 
law Count Maltzahn; the faloon or hall, 
in which a table d'hote is kept, and a few 
apartments for the accommodation of the 
bathers, and various other buildings. Upon 
another hill, about half a mile diftant from 
the baths, is a fort of temple, built likewife 
by Count Hoym, which occafionally fervei 
for a dining-room, as it did on Friday to the 
Queen, when flie vifited Landeck. All the 
wood is left upon this hill, which is only 
laid out in walks, with here and there a 
fquare or circular open plot with ftone 
benches, upon which the weary faunterer 
may repofe. About the centre there is a 
pyramid ere&ed upon a high bafis of ce- 
mented ftones, dedicated to the protecting 
. deity of the grove. In the valley at the foot 
of thefe hills the river Biele rolls rapidJy 
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along its penurious ftream, which, like all 
the other rivers in this country, would in 
America fcarcely be dignified with the name 
of a brook. Near the baths are feveral glafs- 
fliops, and workmen who grind and cut 
glafs ; the article itfelf is made at Friedrichf- 
grund, three miles beyond Glatz. It is 
much better than that of Warmbriinn, and 
about equal to the Bohemian glafs at Neu- 
we/t, though nearly double its price. 

That pleafing and continual interchange 
of hill and dale, of wild rocky mountains 
and green meadowy vallies, of thick tall 
gloomy forefts, and harveft-laden fields, 
which has given us fo much pleafure from 
the moment of our departure from Bunzlau, 
has been as ftriking on the road to Landeck 
as in any part of our journey. But there the 
roads practicable for our carriage, and all 
the pleafant part of Silefia, end. Wc have 
j already difcovered, by the increafing wretch- 
ednefs of the inhabitants, by the gradual 

degeneracy of the inns, and by the growing 

* 
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proportion of Catholics, that we were fad 
approaching the borders of Upper Silefia 
and of Poland. Beyond Landeck we had 
been aflured before we left Berlin that we 
(hould find very little for inftru&ion, and no* 
thing for plcafure. We had therefore fixed that 
for the bound of our outward excurfion; 
and having on Saturday evening and yefter- 
day morning fatisfied our curiofity with a 
view of what was remarkable in the place, 
between eleven o'clock and noon fet out 
upon our return. But we doubled at lead 
the diftance of the way, and more than 
trebled it in the badnefs of the roads, by 
going to fee the waterfall at Wolfelfgriinde. 
If you have ever flood at the edge of a pre* 
cipice two hundred feet fteep; with your arm 
round a tree, about as big as itfelf, (hooting 
out from the. fide of the abrupt, to hang over 
and look down upon a iheet of water that 
pours in a beautiful arch from a rock eighty 
feet downwards, and dafhes in fnowy foam 
upon another rock % or if you have ever ilood 

o % 
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it the bottom* In the narrow cleft between 
two high mountains which look as if they 
bad been fplit afimder at one ftroke of^ an 
Almighty band j and there, in the thrilling 
cooldeft of a fyat which never beheld , the 
radiance of the fun, With the filveiy fpray 
fprinkling your face like dew, looked up to 
the maffivc fragments of rock over which 
hang the ftcep declivities of mountains clad 
with dark* lofty, majeftic trees, rifing in 
rows behind each other, like an amphithe* 
ttie ; if yod have feen and fek all that a fcenc 
Uke this infpircs, but which would difdain 
to be conveyed by defcriptive powers infi* 
nitely fu per tor to mine, then, my dear bro- 
ther, I am not afraid of your inquiring whe- 
ther I have not had enough of waterfalls. 
That of , Wolfclfgriinde is about the fame 
height as the Kochel- Fall, but has a much 
greater effedt than either of the three we had 

feen before; being much better fupplied with 

■ 

Tvater. • 

- . We had not been fully aware of the dif- 
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taoce aod badnefs of th* roads w? had t* 
travel, and made it later before \*t left tan* 
deck than we (houM have done to return at 
night to Glatz. It was eleven at night before 
we reached the gatc,and found thfay had been 
(hut at ten, after which they oevef admit any 
body into the town. We were therefore 
obliged to take up our quartos at an ion 
without the walls, and come into the citjf 
this morning. Upon our return we paffed 
through the ruins of what one week ago 
was the town of Habelfchwerd ; laft Mon- 
day it was burnt to aflies, and we now found 
nothing but the walls of the houfes more or 
lefs in ruins. A few houfes without the 
walls, and a church, have been fpared, amidft 
the general devaftation. Before the doors of 
thefe houfes were numbers of women and 
children, apparently robbed of their habita- 
tions, and only houfed by the charity of their 
neighbours. Here and there in the ftreets, 
amidft the heaps of rubbifli, or within the 
(hells of the houfes, a folitary forrowing 
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form feemed lingering on the fpot of its 
former refidence. Before the crucifix at the 
gate a child of twelve or thirteen years of 
age was kneeling, probably to implore & 
flielter of that Being whofe dreadful vifita- 
lion had taken away the roof from over her 
head. The gloom of this difmal fcene was 
heightened by the dulk of evening, as we 
pafled through thefe relics of calamity, and 
made it altogether one of the moft melan- 
choly fights I ever beheld. 
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LETTER XXII. 

Excurfion to the Heufcbeuer, among tbe Moun- 
tains— Wiinfcbelburg— The Hour-bell. 

Wiinfchelburg, 25th Auguft 1800. 

The fatigue of our yefterday's ride was fo 
great, that we concluded to ftay a day or 
two to reft at Glatz. And fince the achieve- 
ment of L in afcending the Riefen- 

koppe, (he has not much tafte for climbing 
mountains. There is one, however, in this 
part of the country, called the Heufcbeuer, 
or Barn, from its refemblance at a diftance 
to a German barn, which is vifited by moft 
curious travellers, and which of courfe I 
could by no means negledt to fee. I there- 
fore took a chaife and poftillion, and came 
alone this afternoon three German miles 
from Glatz to this little town, which lies at 
the foot of the mountain, Here 1 an> to 

04 
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ftay till about two in the morning, and then, 
if the weather is fair, proceed upon my pil* 
grimage. I have before mentioned the in- 
convenience to which all travellers here are 
fubje&ed, in their unavoidable dependence 
upon the weather. We have been in this 
particular remarkably favoured hitherto, but 
the prefent afpedt of the Iky is not promifing 
for the fuccefs of my expedition. Poor 

W- has had rather a fevcre attack of his 

annual fever and ague, Co that we were even 
obliged to le^ve him behind at Glatz, when 
we went upon our excurfion to Landeck. 
He is better to-day, but 1 would not expofe 
him to the fatigue of clirnbing the Heu- 
fcheuer with me, nor of being jolted in 
in a kind of cart, over bad roads, to come 
here. 

I reached this little town, which contains 
only eighty-fix houfes, juft in time to hear 
the nine o'clock bell ring ; a cuftom unufua) 
in this part of the world, and which brought 
my own country > and particularly Haverhill, 
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to my mind. There is another cuftom of a 
fimilar kind which prevails in moft of the 
oldeft towns of Silefia. A trumpeter blows 
his trumpet for a minute or two from the 
tower of the town-houfe, immediately after 
the clock has ftruck every hour. This prac- 
tice has its inconveniences, and it would be 
difficult at this day to fay of what ufe it can 
be. It probably originated at a time when 
clocks were not in general ufe upon public 
buildings, and might then ferve to proclaim 
the hour. It is now continued merely be* 
caufe it is eftabliflied, and, like many other 
ufages, has long outlived the purpofes which 
it was intended to anfwer. 

One fmall but very teafing inconvenience 
to which you know how much travellers in 
moft parts of Germany are fubje&ed, they 
are relieved from in moft of the Silelian 
towns — it is that of being accofted at the 
entrance of every town, by a man with his 
mufkct and bayonet in the hand, and that 
hardly civil queftion of, " Who are you ?" 
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in the mouth, at the head of a firing of 
others, which compel you to give an account 
of your life and adventures to a man, 
whom you might naturally take for a 
Roman legionary in the days of Plautus 
— who affirms that it is not in the power 
of the gods themfelves to make a polite 
foldier. From thefe tedious and difgufting 
examinations, you are altogether exempt in 
the mountain towns, becaufe they have no 
garrifons. But when you come to the 
fortreffes you have to run through a whole 
gauntlet of them, as if the foldiers meant to 
take there a full indemnity for all the op- 
portunities of vexation which have been 
denied them. At Schweidnitz I was obliged 
to go four times through the procefs of 
detailing my name and character, with.fuit* 
able explanations, to make the inquirer 
underftand how it was poflible I fliould 
not be a Count, or at teaft that my name 
fhould not begin with a Von, before I could 
get within the wall? of the town. 

Yours. &c 



Digitized by 



I 

r 



TOUR THROUGH SILKSIA. 203 



LETTER XXIII. 

The Heufcbeuer — Leyerfdorf — Carlfberg— 
Views from the Top of the Heufcbeuer— 
The Church at Almcndorf—Eckerfdorf-* 
Count Magni. 

- 

Glatz, 27th Auguft 1800. 

When I clofcd my letter to you, yefterday 
morning at two o'clock, from the appear- 
ance of the weather in Wunfchelburg, I 
had very little expectation of feeing the fun 
at the fummit of the Heufcheuer. At about 
three, however, I fet out, accompanied by 
my guide, with his lantern in his hand, 
for it was ftill dark as midnight. For two 
hours and a half I went conftantly afcend- 
ing, excepting one or two fpots of plain 
land, upon each of which, a fmall clufter 
of houfes is fituated — one called Leyerfdorf, 
and the other Carlfberg, Thefe plains are 
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cultivated, and, at this moment, are cover- 
ed with a harveft of rye, oats, and flax, 
which come to maturity very late, at fuch 
an elevation, and have a very indifferent ap- 
pearance. Carl/berg is at the fummit of the, 
mountain, and at the foot of the rocks 
which properly bear the name of the Heu- 
fcheuer. Thefe I fuppofe to be about three 
hundred feet high ; moft of them rife per- 
pendicularly from the top of the mountain, 
and between many of them are creviafcf 
from one to two feet wide, which extend 
from the top to the bottom. Thefe rocks 
would be inacccffible, but for flights of 
wooden ftairs, which are placed in feveral 
of the fteepeft places, for the afliftance of 
the curious traveller. By this help I ws*s 
enabled to attain the fummit of the bigheft 
rock, which is railed round, by way of 
fecurity. Otherwife, very few perfoni 
could venture to ftand upon it : as it is not 
more than fix or eight feet fquare, and it 
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almoft always blows there like a dorm. Such 
I found to be the cafe. In my hafte to reach 
the fummit before funrife, I had left my 
guide fo far behind me, that he did not 
come up for more than a quarter of an hour 
after I had got to the fpot ; and as he had my 
great-coat in his hand, I was obliged to 
cieep under the fide of a rock until he came, 
for a flielter from the violence of the tempeft. 
The fun had rifcn perfedtly clear, about a 
quarter of an hour before, and gilded with 
his radiance all the mountain-tops around. 
The profpeft to which my eye could extend, 
was wider even than that I had feen from 
the Giant's Head, becaufe the atmofphere 
was much clearer. This range of rocks ex- 
tends about eight or ten Englifli miles, and 
begins, and ends, fo abruptly, that it looks 
as if it were a crown upon the head of the 
mountain on which it ftands, and which is 
otherwife not higher than thofc that run 
from both ends of the Heufcheuer. The 
higheft pinnacle, from the form of the rock, . 
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is called the Grandfather's Chair. The lati- 
tude of the fpot, 50 0 28' 25", and the 
four cardinal points, are cut in the rock, and 
likewife the dates when the late and prefent 
Kings of Pruffia had vifited the place, A 
large marble medallion is alfo laid into the 
fide of one of the rocks, with an inferip- 
tion, purporting, that the late King was there, 
and fome poor adulatory verfes in. his honour. 
From the higheft point of thefe rocks, to 
the level of the fea, is about three thoufand 
feet. 

Upon my return to Wiinfchelburg, the 
burgomafter of the town paid me a com- 
plimentary vifit, with many offers of civility, 
which I was obliged to decline, being iiv 
hafte to come back to Glatz. By length- 
ening my way a little, I had an opportunity 
of vifiting the church at Almendorf, and 
the feat of Count Magne, at Eckerfdorf, 
The church has formerly been celebrated as a 
place of pilgrimage, for poffefling a mira- 
culous image of the Virgin Mary. On the 
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fcftivals dedicated to her, proceffions of fix, 
eight, and ten thoufand people, have been 
very frequent here, coming from every part 
of Silefia and Bohemia, They are ftill very 
numerous, though, like moft other relics of 
the Catholic religion, rapidly upon the de- 
cline. The hiftory of the church is fhortly 
this. In the year I2i8, a peafant, by the 
name of Jann, being ftone-blind, happened 
to pafs before a hollow lime-tree, and was 
inftantly reftored to fight, by an irradiation 
proceeding from it ; which, upon infpedtion, 
he found iflued from a fmall image of the 
holy Virgin, in the hollow of the tree. Of 
this fait there can be no doubt ; for it is 
reprefented in a pidture, that hangs imme- 
diately over the fpot where the lime-tree flood. 
A chapel was foon after built over the place, 
for the prefervation of this wonder-working 
image; and, about the beginning of the laft 
century, the chapel was enlarged to an ele- 
gant and magnificent church. The miracu- 
lous image is ftill kept in a glafs frame,- over 
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the great altar. Many a hundred thoufand 
of poor blind people have, in the courfe of 
fix centuries, repaired to it, for health ; but 
of its efficacy to heal their difeafes there is 
no teftimony here. They have, probably, 
all returned, at leaft as blind as they came. 
In order to increafe the folemnity and dura- 
tion of the proceflions, within the church 
itfelf, and all round the village of Almen- 
dorf, are little chapels; containing fculptur- 
ed reprefentations of the life and fufierings 
of Chrift, at each of which, the procef- 
fions flop to kneel, and pray, and kifs the 
holy relics, ft ill expofed at each of thefe 
ftations. The moft remarkable of thefe 
relics, is a wifp of the ftraw upon which 
the infant Jefus lay, in the ftable, imme- 
diately after his birth. , It is under a large 
iron plate, with a fmall fquare hole in the 
centre, through which a half an inch length 
of the ftraw may be feen. The iron plate 
is almoft worn and rufted away, with the 
kiffes of the pious blind people, who be- 
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lieyc in its authenticity, I was attended by 
one of the clerical perfons who officiate at 
the church ; but he was fo afhamed of his 
relics, that I perceived it gave him pain, 
when I read the inferiptions round them, 
purporting what they are j and I therefore 
ceafed indulging my curiofity in this refpedh 
He repeated, feveral times, that the authen- 
ticity of the relics was extremely queftion- 
able ; and, in particular, declared his own 
convidtion* that a wifp of ftraw could not 
be kept in prefervation, from the time of 
Chrift's birth, until the prefent. Mafs is 
performed in this church every morning, 
and was begun while I was there. The 
organ is fmall, and the organift was not very 
ikilful. The finging was likewife indiffer- 
ent. Oppofite the church, within the vil- 
lage, there are a number of fmall (hops, for 
the fale of beads and tapers, and other arti- 
cles of neceflary ufe at proceffions. 

Count Magne is one of thofe very wealthy 
noblemen, fifteen or twenty of whom pof- 
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fefs almoft all the provincte of Sileiia. He 
has feveral feats, in different parts of the 
country ; and laft week received and enter- 
tained the Queen at one of them, in a vil- 
lage called Ullerfdorf, between Glatz and 
Landeck. His ufual place of refidence is 
at Eckerfdorf, where he has a handfome 
feat and garden, with hot-houfes, contain- 
ing many of the fruits and plants of diftant 
and warmer climates . But it is chiefly remark- 
able for his cattle and ftieep, to the breeding 
and management of which, the Count has 
paid fpecial attention. He mingled the breeds 
of flieep by importing rams from Spain and 
from Padua. He fells about twenty thou- 
fand dollars worth of wool annually, at a 
price about fifty per cent, higher than the 
common wool of the country; that is, at 
twenty Pruflian grofchen a pound. Sonae 
of his flieep he has fold at thirty dollars 
apiece, and they all go at double the ordinary 
prices. During the winter feafon he keeps 
the ftieep conftantly under ftielter/v in barns, 
i 
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the doors of which are left open on all fides. 
In fummer they are turned into the fields 
only in the daytime. The Count himfelf 
is now abfent, and I was (hewn about the 
grounds and garden by a French abb6, the 
preceptor of his two fons, who were at 
home. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
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General De Favrat — Glatz—lts Fortrefs % 
&c.—Wartha — Frankenftein — Silberberg 
— Its Fortrefs, &c. — Jordan's Muhle— 
Zobten—The Zobtenberg — BreJIau. 

/ 

Breflau, 30H1 Auguft i8cx>. 

On my return to Glatz, from my excurfion 
to the Heufcheuer, I delivered a letter to the 
governor of the. place, a Lieutenant-general 
De Favrat, a native of Savoy, who entered 
into the fervice of Frederick the Second in 
the year 1758, immediately after the battle 
of Hochkirch, and at the time when 
Frederick's affairs appeared to be in the moft 
defperate fituation. The General, who was 
even then no novice in war, for he had been 
prefent at the battle of Fontenoi, in 1 745, 
is now about feventy, with all the livelinefs 
and pleafantry of twenty-five. From the 
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moment when I delivered the letter until that 
of our leaving Glatz, every inftant of our 
time was employed by the obliging atten- 

4 

tions of this gentleman ; and, until our arri- 
val here, I have not had fo much as a fpare 
hour to finifti this letter. 

Wednefday morning, the 27th, we went 
juft out of the walls of Glatz, to fee the 
entry of the two regiments and one battalion 
of grenadiers, who compofe the garrifon of 
the place, and who had been to the review 
at Neyfs. After this the governor accom- 
panied us to the fortrefs, fituated upon a 
fteep hill, on one fide of the town. It has 
always been one of the ftrongeft places in the 
country ; but was taken by the Auflrians in 
the year 1760, owing to the cowardice of the 
commandant. At the peace in 1 763 it was 
reftored to Pruflia ; and fince that time feve- 
ral millions of dollars have been expended 
upon it to make the fortifications ftill more 
inacceflible. They ftewcd us the place in 
which Trenck was firft confined, and froip 
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which he made his efcape. Within the laft 
three years a place has been ere&ed near the 
top, to lodge about eight hundred men, and 
of fuch thicknefs and folidity, that the troop* 
within would be altogether fafe if the place 
were bombarded. At the fummit there is a 
watch-tower, from which we had a delight- 
fut profpedt on aH fides. The whole coun- 
try of Glatz was within our view, bounded 
by a circle of mountains which Separate it 
from Bohemia, and Upper and Lower Silefia. 

■ 

Iff refembles an immenfe kettle, and is fo 
called by the people of the country. Upon 
the watch-tower is a flatue of St. John of 
Nepotauk, the patron of Bohemia, which 
Frederick the Second ordered to be placed 
there, with the face turned towards that 
country ; a cireumftanee which gave infinite 
fetisfatfion to the Catholic common peopte 
here, and contributed 1 much to reconcile them' 
to the domination of the arch* heretic. Jk 
brge circular table is likewife kep€ on the 
top of the tower, with fhe name® of all tfie 
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villages in the country, placed exa&ly in die 
ddrcft ion irt which, they Hand from the place * 
the purpofe of which is, to know in cafe of 
five immediately where to haften with affift- 
ance* 

After dining with the governor and his 
family, we took our final leave of Glatz, and 
came the fame evening through Wartha to 
Frankenftein. The next morning, Thurfilay 
the 2 8th, we went a German mile and a half 
to fee the fortrefs of Silberberg, the ftrength 
of which they compare here to that of 
Konigftein. It was built at an immenfe ex* 
penfe by Frederick the Second ; and, toge- 
ther with the places of Schweidnitz and 
Glatz, mult prove a ftrong barrier againft 
invafion from the fide of Bohemia. The 
commandant, who had been notified by 
General Favrat of our intention to vifit the 
place,, treated us with great politenefs, and 
Ihewed us as much of the fortrefs as the wea- 
ther, which this day, for the firft time fince 
we have been upon thk tour, was very unfa- 
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vourable, would admit. The works extend 
the length of three Englifli miles, upon a 
number of neighbouring hills. The profpeft 
from the higheft point is more extenfive, 
and equally beautiful with that from the 
fortrefs of Glatz. The commandant (hewed 
us, likewife, a model in wood of the whole 
fortrefs, which is ufually kept in trunks, in 
feparate pieces ; but was put together a few 
days ago for the infpedtion of the King oh 
his vifit here. The commandant told us he 
fcarcely ever allowed any body to fee it ex- 
cept ladies, becaufe he was fure they would 
never betray fuch fecrets. I told him, what 
I fuppofe he had already perceived, that they 
might as fafely be intruded to me as to a 
lady ; but as the view of the model gave me 
a much more clear and precife idea of the 
whole fortrefs than that of the works them- 
felves, I could readily conceive why he 
fhould be unwilling to fliew it to perfons 
better verfed in the fcience of fortification 
than myfelf. We dined with him at the 
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houfe which, in time of peace, he occupies 
in the town of Silberberg. This is a fmall 
city, confiding of one hundred and thirty 
houfes, and nine hundred inhabitants, on 
the fide of the hill upon which the principal 
fortification ftands. It has its name from a 
filver-mine which was formerly worked there, 
but which has long fince been exhaufted. 
After dinner we returned to Frankenftein, 
and proceeded thence, four German miles : 
further, to a little village called Jordan's 
Miihle. 

Yefterday morning, Friday the 29th, at 
three o'clock, I went alone on horfeback one 
German mile to the town of Zobten, where 
I took a guide and went up the Zobtenberg, 
a mountain from which the view is the more 
, extenfive, becaufe it ftands almoft alone in 
the middle of that immenfe plain which I 
mentioned to you in my letter from Schweid- 
nitz. The weather was again lefs favourable 
to me than I could have wiflied, and would 
not indulge me with that glorious profped 



Digitized by Google 



£l8 TOUR. THROUGH STLESIA,. 

of the riling fan for which I had afoended 
the mountain at fo early an boiw. I was 
therefore obliged to content myfelf wrth the 
view of a widely-extenfive cultivated coun* 
try, interfperfed with numerous towns and 
villages, among which I could diftinguifli 
the greater part of the places which, during 
ihe laft five weeks, 1 have vifited with fo 
much pleafure. The Zobtenberg is, how* 
ever, the loweft of the fevcral mountains we 
have afcended upon our tour, and the moft 
cafily climbed: it is poflible to go to the 
fbmmit even with a carriage. There is a 
chapel on the top of this mountain dedicated 
to the Holy Virgin, and near it are the almoft 
imperceptible ruins of a caftk, built by 
Count Peter the Dane, a name much cele- 
brated in the Silefian and Polifh hiftories : 
he lived in the twelfth century. I returned 
to Jordan's Miihle at about ten in the morn- 
ing, and immediately after we continued our 
route towards this capital of Silefia; we 
came five German miles over an excellent 
road, and arrived here at three in the after* 
noon. Yours. 
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LETTER XXV. 

Brejlau—Its Inhabitants — Religion — Ca- 
thedra/— Bi/hop's Palace— Churches— +> 
Libraries — Curious Manufcripts — Paint* 
ings 9 &c. 

Breflau, ad September 1800. 

Before wc left Berlin to come upoathis 
tour, we were advifed not to pafs through 
Breflau at all. It was faid to be a large old 
city, refembling all other great cities, and 
containing nothing that deferved the atten- 
tion of travellers; we had, therefore, not 
put it down upon the original lift of our 
route. But, when we found ourfelves in 
the courfc of our excurfion within a few 
miles of it, we thought, after making fo 
long a tour round the whole province, it 
would be fhewing the capital too great a 

mark of contempt to negledt it altogether, 
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and concluded to give it a few days of our 
time upon our return. We have no reafon 
to repent of this final determination; for, 
although the place is, as it had been defcribed 
to us, nothing more than a large, old, and 
very dirty city ; and although the weather, 
fince we came into it, has been conftantly 
.fuch as to confine us a great part of the time 
to the houfe, we have ftill met with objects 
of curiofity fufficient to amufe and employ 
the few days we have devoted to the place. 

Breflau contains upwards of fixty thou- 
farxd inhabitants, of whom about one third 
are Catholics, and nine tenths of the other 
two thirds Lutherans. Yet, from the vaft 
number of churches and cloifters which pre- 
fent themfelves to the ftranger's eye in every 
quarter of the town, a perfon without further 
information would take it for a place entirely 
Catholic. Nine of thefe churches fuffice for 
the Proteftant inhabitants ; the Catholics, of 
courfe, have twenty-fix ; many of which 
are, however, cloifters; and the fheets are 
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full of friars of all colours, 14 black, white, 
and grey, with all their trumpery." 

The two principal churches are the Cathor 
lie cathedral and the Lutheran church of 
St. Elizabeth, both of which we have vifited. 
The cathedral, as it now ftands, was built 
about the year 1 1 50, and is principally re- 
markable for feveral magnificent chapels, 
which have been added to the body of the 
church by feveral of the former bifliops. It 
contains relics, too; for what is a Roman 
Catholic church without relics? That of 
moft note here is the ftaff of St. Elizabeth, 
with a filver fpiral plate winding round it, 
upon which is engraved fome account of her 
and her family. She was a daughter to a 
king of Hungary, born in 1207, an( ^ died 
1 23 1. She was canonized in 1235; but 
whether, like St, Hedwige, for going on 
foot up a hill to hear mafs, or for what 
other caufe, does not appear. A part of 
the head of St. John the Baptift (for they 
have not here, as in many other churches, 
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the whole head), and his fore-finger, are 
only (hewn upon great feftivals. Upon one 
of the altar-pieces they have a fkeleton, 
decked out with abundance of finery, which 
they keep under a glafs frame : they are the 
hallowed bones of St, Theodore, whofe le- 
gend I have not the happinefs of being ac- 
quainted with. This church has fcveral 
monuments of fine fculpture, particularly a 
ftatue of St. Elizabeth, in the chapel dedi- 
cated to her, which is very much admired : 
it has likewife many paintings, the beft of 
which are the twelve Apoftles, done at 
Rome, though our attendant could not tell 
us by whom. 

We likewife faw the infideof the Bi(hop*s 
palace, which he is rebuilding in a ftyle of 
princely magnificence. It is fituated near 
the cathedral, on the banks of the Oder, 
commanding at once a beautiful profpedt of 
the town and the country round. The fee 
is not dependant upon any archbifhopric, but 
.immediately upon the Pope. Before the 
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Pruffianconqueft, the Bifhop had frequently 
been an Archduke of Auftria: the prefent 
prelate is a Prince of Hohenloe. 

We & w another Catholic church belong- 
ing to a convent of Auguftine nuns, in 
which, however, we found nothing worthy 
of remark. The Lutheran church of St, Eli- 
zabeth itfelf looks more like a Catholic than 
a Proteftant houfe of worfhip. It was built 
fome centuries before the Reformation, and 
Hill contains feveral altars, at which certain 
mafles were founded 2 thefe maffes, by an 
agreement between the two religious parties, 
are now celebrated in the cathedral church 
by the priefts, who have prcvioufly been 
authorized to fay them by folemnities at the 
original altars. 

There are, likewife, libraries belonging to 
xnoft of the churches and cloifters; but none 
of them are of great value, excepting that in 
the church of St. Elizabeth, which is a pub- 
lie library, the foundation of which was laid 
about a century ago, by a perfon of the name 
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of Rhediger, whofe name it ftill bears, 
though very much enlarged by feveral con- 
fiderable donations. It contains, befidesmany 
, large and coftly compilations in print, a 
number of valuable manufcripts, among 
which is a copy of Froiffart's Chronicle, in 
four large folio volumes, written upon parch- 
ment, and adorned with a great number of 
coloured drawings, executed in the beft man- 
ner of the age when it was written. Its date 
is of 14689 and it contains about one third 
more matter than the printed edition of 
Froiflart, whofe editor thought it expedient 
to omit every thing which he thought would 
not redound to the honour of the nation. I 
afked Mr. Scheibal, the prefent librarian, 
why he did not publifli an edition of the 
book from this genuine manufcript? He 
faid that fuch things could be undertaken at 
this time only in England, and that the 
work in Germany would not pay the ex- 
penfe of the publication. We were fhewn 
another manufcript of a very different kind. 
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though perhaps not lcfs curious. To the 
naked eye it appears to be a drawing with a 
pen of the Venus de Medicis, upon a half 
Iheet of folio paper : by looking at it through 
a magnifying glafs, you find it is a copy of 
Ovid's Art of Love, perfedily legible, and 
the whole five books within a compafs of 
ten inches in length and three in width* 
There are various other curiofitics of a fimi- 
lar nature ; a few valuable pidtures, parti- 
cularly one portrait by Rembrandt, and one 
of Luther, by Lucas Cranach ; colle&ions 
of medals, of marbles, of marine {hells, of 
minerals, &c. This library is open twice a 
week for the ufe of the public : like mod 
other public libraries in Europe, it is crowded 

* 

into too fmall a room. 

At the Magdalen, which is likewife a 
Lutheran church, there is alfo a library, but 
of fo little confequence, that Mr. Manfo f 
the librarian, a poet of diftinguifhed talents 
and learning, did not think it worth while 
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to fhew it. Wc only faw, therefore, the 
collection of paintings belonging to it, 
among which there are fome copies from 
Rubens and Rembrandt, and many good 
original pi&ures, efpecially landfcapes, 
though by painters of inferior name. 

i 

Yours affe&ionately. 



Digitized by Google 



TOUR THROUGH SILEIA. %%~( 



LETTER XXVI. 

Brejlau — Churches, Halls, and Colleges of 

the Jefuits— Public Schools — Scheidnich, 

■ 

the Seat of Prince Hohenlohe — Trade of 
Brejlau— Manufactories of Sugar, Turkijb 
Tarn, and fewing Needles — Cannonfoun- 
dcry. 

Bre(lau, ad September 1800. 

The church and other buildings belong- 
ing to the college of Jefuits are among the 
moft remarkable obje&s of curiofity at 
Breflau. The univerfity was founded in the 
year 170a, by the Emperor Leopold, and 
the buildings were begun upon fo large and 
expenfive a plan that they were not com- 
pleted in 1 740, at the period of the Pruf- 
fian conqueft ; and as a great part of the 
funds appropriated to the works then ceafed, 
they haye remained unfiniflied. One of their 
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houfes the government took away from 
them; and at the time when the order of 
Jefuits was abolifhed in the year 1 774, the 
univerfity here was continued under the title 
of a royal fchool inftitution. The principal 
apartments are two churches, one large, and 
magnificently decorated; the other a fmall 
one, where occafionally fermons are preached 





w 







hall, where all the public difputations arc 
held ; and an aftronomical obfervatory at the 
top of the building, which has been eredled 
within thefe few years. The philofophical 
and aftronomical apparatus is fmall ; the 
only inftruments we faw were Newtonian 
telefcopes, cauftic mirrors, a micrometer for 
meafuring the diftance of the ftars, a qua- 
drant with a meridian line, an air-pump, and 
a couple of eledlrical machines. From the 
obfervatory there is a veiy fine view of the 
vaft plain in which Breflau is lituated, and 
of the diftant mountains by which it is 
bounded, all which we faw with double ad- 

2 



Digitized by Google 



TOUR. THROUGH SILESIA. Z2g 

vantage through their excellent perfpedtive 
glaffes. The number of ftudents at this 
college is about fix hundred ; that of the 
profeffors is feventeen. Their courfe of 
ftudies comprehends a period of eleven years, 
five of which are devoted to the ancient lan- 
guages, three to philofophy, and three to 
theology ; but under the term philofophy 
they embrace almoft every objeft of human 
fcience. The profeffors are all paid from 
the appropriated funds, and the inftru&ioft 
is given free from all expenfe. 

There are public fchools likewife con* 
netted with the churches of St. Elizabeth 
and Mary Magdalen ; the firft of which has 
about twenty profeffors and teachers, and 
three hundred ftudents. The inftru&ion 
here is only preparatory to that of an uni- 
versity. 

About an Englifh mile out of the town, . 
are the country-feat and gardens of Prince 
Hohenlohe, the governor of Breflau. The 
place is called Scheidnich. The gardens are 

« 
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fpacious and agreeable, and always open to 
the public ; they contain various fmall monu^ 
ments, ere&ed by the Prince in honour of 
Frederick the Second, the late and prefent 
kings. Laft week he gave the King and 
Queen, upon their vifit here, a fplendid en- 
tertainment, at which the gardens were 
finely illuminated. 

Breflau is a place of confiderable trade, and 
has much more an appearance of bufinefs 
and a&ivity than Berlin. The mod eflential 
articles of its exportation are broad-cloths 
and linen, the latter of which, however, the 
merchants here all draw from the mountain 
towns. Nor do they manufacture, them- 
felves, a quarter part of the broad-cloths 
which they fend abroad. Their fituation, 
watered by the river Oder, which gives 
them an immediate communication with 
Hamburgh and Stettin, naturally makes them 
the centre pf the commerce of the province. 
They have likewife fome trade over land 
with the Eaft, which is carried on by ftijflian 
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caravans; which, from the defcription that 
has been made to us, we regret not Haying 
here long enough to fee. 

There are no manufactories of import- 
ance in the town. The fugar- refinery is in- 
deed very large, and having to fupply the 
greater part of the province, refines fugar to 
the amount of feveral millions annually. 
Like that of Hirfchberg, it belongs to a 
company, the property being divided into 
lhares, originally of feven hundred dollars, 
but which are now worth more than three 
thoqfand. 

We have vifited two other manufactories 
which had been mentioned to us ; one, of 
what they call Turkirti yarn, becaufe it was 
formerly made only in Turkey ; and the 
other of fewing needles. The yarn is fpun 

- 

from cotton, imported by the Ruffian cara- 
vans from the Eaft, and dyed red. The dif- 
ficulty confifts in the dying, an operation of 
which cotton requires much preparation to 
\>c made fufccptible, not having, like wool, 
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a natural oil, which imbibes the colouring 
particles, and facilitates the work. This 
yanij when dyed, is ufed to weave in a mix* 
ture with linen. I mentioned having feen 
one fuch manufa&oxy at Schwiedeberg. 

The needle*manufa£tory is principally 
remarkable, as it is one of thofe in which 
the divifion of labour is carried to the greateft 
extent. Every needle muft pafs through 
feventy-feven hands before it is fit for ufe. 
But the needles made here are much inferior 
to thofe of the Low Countries, of Munfter, 
and Aix-la-Chapelle, and bear no compari- 
fon with the Englifh. 

The moil common ornaments of the 
rooms and chambers in this country are 
bufts, portraits, and imitations of antique 
bafib-relievos in ftucco, or plafter of Paris. 
We have fcarcely entered a houfc in Silefia 
without meeting more or lefs of thefe ; and 
we have here been to the worklhop of a 
man who makes them. He takes good like, 
neffes, and the work is very cheap. 
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There is a cannon-foundery here, but the 
works are all for the account of the King, 
and for the laft two years they have had 
nothing to do. It refembles in every refpedt 
that which you faw at the Hague. 

I have dined once in a fociety founded 
upon the fame principles with the Caffino at 
Berlin. Here it goes by the name of the 
Refource, and confifts of more than two 
hundred members. The company at dinner 
was mixed, as is ufual at fuch places ; 
chiefly officers of the army. I was feated 
next to a General Lentken, who told me he 
had been forty-eight years in the fervice, 
and in the feven years war had received a 
wound for each year* The fears upon his 
face and hands teftified to the truth of what 
he faid. You will readily conceive that 
when you have once entered upon the topic 
of the feven years war, and Frederick the 
Second, with a Pruflian general, you are in 
no danger of lacking materials for conver- 

iation. I found that of the General, of 

« 
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courfe, very amufing, though his circle of 
ideas and of information appeared to have 
been extremely cautious of fpreading beyond 
the line of his bufinefs ; 

" And little of this great world could he fpeak, 
More than pertains to feats of broil and battle.** 

■ 

Yours affectionately. 



I 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Leuthen — Neumarcht — Liegnitz — Family of 
the Piafls — Military School — Broad-cloth 
Manufactory — Goldberg— Its Woollen Ma- 
nufactories — The Capallenberg. 

Hirfchberg* 5th September 1800. 

After a tour of nearly four weeks, in 
the courfe of which we have vifited mod of 
the places worthy of remark in the province 
of Lower Silelia, we are once more here 
upon our return, which we concluded to take 
through Drefden and Leipzig. In my for- 
mer letters from this place, you have feen 
how much we were pleafed with it, and it is 
with no fmall fatisfa&ion that we have now 
an opportunity of renewing our vifit here, 
and of taking a laft parting view of thefe 
enchanting profpecls, and of the lofty 
Giant Mountains. 
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We left Breflau on Wednefday the 3d in- 
flant in the afternoon, and came that night 
four German miles to Neumarcht. About 
half-way there, we paffed through the vil- 
lage of Leuthen, near which we were (hewn 
the fpot where, on the 5th December 1757, 
was fought the famous battle which bears 
the name of that place. Of the thirteen 
pitched battles won by Frederick the Second, 
in the courfe of his reign, this was the moft 
decifive, and, to him perfonally, the moil 
glorious. Upon the event of that day, more 
than upon that of any other, the exiftencc of 
Pruffia as an independent power depended. 
The victory was complete over an enemy 
whofc numbers more than doubled his own ; 
and it was fo entirely owing to the fuperio* 
rityof Frederick's tadiics, that Guib^rt fays, 
his troops can fcarcely be allowed to (hare 
the honour of it with him* 

From Neumarcht, a fmall fortified town 
diftinguiflied only for the cultivation of to- 
bacco and of madder in its neighbourhood, 
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we came yefterday eleven German miles, 
through Liegnitz and Goldberg, to this 
town. It is the greateft diftance I ever re- 
member to have travelled in one day in Ger- 
many, though we flopped a couple of hours 
in each of the towns we came through, to 
fee what there was remarkable in them; 
but the roads are all turnpike, nearly, if not 
quite, equal to thofe of England ; and wc 
have now no longer the fame inducement 
that we had fix weeks ago to lengthen out 
purpofely our progrefs through the country, 
for the fake of enjoying the beauties of a 
land laden with plenteous harvefts. They 
are now all gathered, and even the moft 
fruitful foil has the bare and folitary afpeft 
of a defert. The only views of abundance 
which are (till to be feen arc the orchards of 
fruit-trees, and I have already told you that 
this country is not remarkably favoured in 
the production of fruit ; there is little to be 
feen excepting apples, pears, and plums, 
^iegnitz is a confidently large fortified 
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town ; it was formerly one of thofe go- 
verned by its own fovercign dukes, and was 
one of the places to which Frederick the 
Second had fome pretenfion when he af- 
cended the throne ; to give validity to which, 
he began the war which ended by his con- 
queft of all Silefia. There is a magnificent 
building ftill there, which formerly was a 
Jefuits* church and college. Only two of 
them arc now left; of the fpacious church 
the walls and roof alone remain, and they 
threaten a fpeedy ruin, A fmall chapel con- 
taining the bones and the monument of the 
laft Duke of Liegnitz and his family will 
fall with the church. The infeription upon 
the monument ercftcd by a Princefs of An- 
halt, the widow of the laft Duke, was fo 
curious that I regretted I had not time to 
take a copy of it ; the purport was, that it 
was eredted in 1679, in honour of the laft 
defcendant of the family of Piaft. 

It is poffible that this is the firft time the 
name of Piajl meets your eye; yet if full 
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Credit is due to this infcription, there are few 
names fo illuftrious known in Europe. Ac- 
cording to it, the family began in the year 
775, and expired with the laft Duke of 
Liegnitz, in 1675, after having lafted ex- 
actly nine hundred years ; in the courfe of 
which it gave twenty-four Kings to Poland, 
one hundred and twenty-three Dukes to 
Silefia, preferved Europe from being over- 
run by the Tartars, introduced the arts, 
fciences, commerce, and manufactures into 
the North, and achieved many other deeds of 
glory and renown : fuch is the end of many 
a great name. A few years will bury in 
ruins the very monument deftined to record 
the fame of the Piafls. 

There is at Liegnitz an inftitution fup- 
ported at the King's expenfe, for the educa- 
tion of twelve young noblemen, to which a 
Count Kafpoth has added a foundation for 
two more ; it is called the Knightly Aca- 
demy, and the objedl of the inftitution is to 
give the inflrudtion neceflary to form an 
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officer in the army, a military fchooL 
Each of the young men has a horfe, and 
there is a menage that belongs to the houfe. 
Befides the mathematics, fortification, and 
all the properly military ftudies, they are 
taught the Latin and French languages, and 
natural philofophy ; as alfo the ufe of many 
inftruments invented for the purpofe of agri- 
culture and the arts. Of thefe inftruments 
they have a colle&ion of models in minia- 
ture, by which the profeflbrs teach the ftu- 
dents their ufe and conftru&ioru This is a 
very ufeful addition to the common courfc 
of ftudies in the education of youth, and I 
wi(h fomething fimilar were introduced into 
the univerfities of our own country. The 
number of ftudents at the academy of Lieg- 
nitz is not limited exclufively to the fourteen 
of the two foundations, but they admit 
other fcholars, whofe parents fupport the 
expenfe of their education. The whole 
number of the ftudents at prefent there is 
twenty-two. 



Digitized 



TOUR fHROtJGH SILESIA, %+t 

There is a lingle manufa&ory of broad*- 
ddth at Liegftitz, the proprietors of which 
have an exclusive privilege for twenty years. 
They make not more than eight hundred 
pieces annually, principally for the ufe of 
the troops. At this manufactory the whole 
procefs of cloth-making is carried through, 
but they have neither the fpinning nor the 
carding machines. 

But thegreateft cloth manufacturing town 
in the province next to Griinberg, is Gold- 
berg, which contains about feven thoufand 
inhabitants, among whom there are not lefs 
than a thoufand cloth- weavers. They make 
about twenty thoufand pieces of cloth annu- 
ally, which for the moft part they export to 
Ruffia, Poland, and various parts of the 
German empire. 

In coming from Goldberg hither, we 
pafled over the Capallenberg, a mountain 
about a German mile diftant from this town, 
and upon which there is an ample and beau- 
tiful profpett, which had been highly ex- 
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tolled to us, but which we could not enjoy, 
the night having overtaken us before we 
reached it. We arrived here at ten lafl 
evening. 

Yours, &c 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

Flinjberg — Its Batbs-^-Maferfdorf—rb* 
Ta/e/ficbte- — Baron Gerfdorf- — Greiffen- 
berg — Its Linens — Lauban — Linens and 
Cloths of Lufatia — Gorlitz — *Zittau— 
Moravian Settlement of Herrnhufb — The 
Lande/krone —*Bawzen — Bifchoffwerda — 
Drefden. 

Drefden, nth September 1600. 

W^E have been obliged, for various reafons, 
to hurry the lafl: part of our journey much 
more than I could have wiftied, and to travel 
poft-hafte, in four days, through a country 
which would have afforded us ample occu- 
pation and amufement for more than a fort- 
night. On Saturday evening the 6th we left 
Hirfchberg, and came five German miles to 
Flinfoerg, another of the Silefian bathing 
and water-drinking places. The local fitua- 
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tion is, at leaft, as beautiful as that of Lan- 
deck, hut the baths are not fo much fre- 
quented ; and this fummer in particular, the 
tour of the King and Queen into the pro- 
vince has nearly deprived Flinfoerg, which 
lies remote from the route they took, of all 
its vifitors. The feafon at all thcfe places is 
now pad, and we found here no company at 
all. We lengthened our road, three Ger- 
man miles, to come through the fpot, not 
for the fake of itfelf, but for the purpofe of 
vifiting MafFerfdorf, a Saxon village, about 
half a German mile diftant from it, where 
there is one of the high mountains, ufually 
afcended by travellers, called the Tafelfichte; 
and what was much more interfiling to us, 
after having climbed fo many mountains, 

r 

where lives Baron Gerfdorf, a man of learn- 
ing and mechanical genius, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with every part of this range of 
mountains, concerning which he has pub- 
liftied feveral eftcemed treatifes. But, upon 
arriving at Flinfberg, we found that there 
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nQ llage for poft-horfes nearer than 
Greiflfenberg, two German miles diftant, 
and the place to which we were going. It 
would have taken us a whole day to get horfes 
thence ; and as we had no time to fpare, we 
were obliged to give up our vifit to Mafferf- 
dorf, and proceed to Greiflfenberg with the 
fame horfes we had taken at Hirfchberg. 

Greiflfenbeig is the fifth of the mountain- 
towns, as I have mentioned to you in a for- 
mer letter, and the only one we had not yet 
feen. It has about, two thoufand two hun- 
dred inhabitants, and exports the fineft li- 
nens made in the mountains, to the value of 
about a million of dollars annually. Our 
time would not allow us to pafs a day here, 
and examine the manufactories, which, how- 
ever, differ not from thofe of the other 
towns where the fame trade is carried on. 
Between this place and the next ftage, called 
Lauban, we paflfed the boundaries, and en- 
tered into Saxony. We came the fame night, 
Sunday, to Gttrlitz. 
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The manufactures of broad-cloth, and of 
linen, are as celebrated through this pro- 
vince of Lufatia as in Silefia ; we intended 
to have feen them all, with the fame leifure 
and attention, but have been obliged to aban- 
don this part of our original plan. The 
fliortnefs of our time prevented us even from 
viliting Zittau, which is diftant only four 
German miles from Gorlitz, and where the 
principal manufactures of damafk table-linen 
are eftablifhed. I did, however, take one 

- 

day to go and fee Herrnhuth, the largeft and 
earlieft fettlement of the Moravian fraternity, 
from which place the whole community 
bear, in German, ufually, the name of 
Herrnhuters. There are three of thefe fet- 
tlemcnts in Silefia, near two of which we 
paffed, in our tour, but without then know- 
ing they were there. I had, formerly, paffed 
in fight of the fettlement at Zeyft, in the 
province of Utrecht, but without feeing it, 
fo that this had to me all the effedts of novelty; 
more fo, indeed, than probably it would 
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have had to you, who have feen the Mora- 
vian fettlements in Pennfylvania. The num- 
ber of inhabitants at Hermhuth is about one 
thoufand one hundred and fifty. In the 
houfe where the young men dwell there are 
one hundred and feventy beds ; in that of 
the young women about two hundred — with 
all the ufual trades of the fociety, carried on 
in the perfedtion, and at the high prices for 
which they are every where noted. Belides 
thefe houfes, there are various ftores and 
warehoufes in the town, belonging to the 
community, where they have imported arti- 
cles of all kinds for fale. In the burying- 
yard are the graves of Count Zinzendurf, 
the founder of the fociety, as renewed, about 
the year 1722, and of his two wives. One 
of his daughters is yet living, and, with 
her hufband, a Baron de Watteville, refides 
at the place. 

I returned the fame evening, Monday the 
8th, to Gorlitz, and the next morning we 
continued our journey hither. The Lande- 

R 4 
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florone, a bafaltic hill, not more than an 
Engiifli mile in circumference at the foot, 
and five or fix hundred feet high, was one 
of the obje&s which it had been our inten- 
tion to fee and to afcend ; but as we pafled 
by it, a few miles on this fide of Gorlitz, 
the weather was fo thick and lowering that 
we could not have enjoyed the profped from 
the fummit, and we poftponed it for ano- 
ther opportunity, which in all probability 
will never occur. The 9th we fleptat Baw» 
zen, another large and handfomcly built 
town, of which we could only pafs our ap- 
probation upon the external walls ; and yef- 
terd^y, the 10th, came through the fmall 
town of Bifchoffwerda to this place, where 
we arrived at four in the afternoon. 

Having now completed our tour through 
Silefia, and brought you to a place with 
which your own perfonal acquaintance ren- 
ders all defer iption and narratives fuperflu- 
ous, I (hall here clofe my feries of letters to 
you, commenced at my departure from Ber- 
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lui» and in future only write you occafion- 
ally, as at other times. It has been my 
obje& to make you, in fome fort, partici- 
pate in the pleafure I have derived from one 
of the moft pleafant tours I ever made ; and, 
at the fame time, to compenfate in part, for 
the neglect of having, in the courfe of the 
laft fpring, received from you at various 
times, feven letters before I anfwered one. 
If you ftiould think the remedy worfe than 
the evil, you will at leaft give me credit for 
the intention. 

We purpofe fpending only five or fix days 
here, and then to go on to Leipzig, where, 
if we can find convenient lodgings, we 
mean to ftay a month or fix weeks, through 
the feafon of the fair. We have fent 
forward to procure the lodgings, in which 
if we (hould not fucceed, we lhall prolong 
our ftay here for a month. 

For thefe two months I have enjoyed the 
great and unwonted pleafure of hearing and 
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knowing fcarcely any thing that is going 
forward in the political world. It has been 
a period of armiftice upon this continent, 
and therefore a time of little intereft and 
little confequence. The trade ot human 
butchery, I am told, is now about to com- 
mence again* But either it is mere demon- 
ftration between the parties to fee which can 
be bullied into the other's terms ; or the war, 
if renewed, will be very (hort. The balance 
is now fo decifively preponderant on the fide 
of France, that it is not in the power of For- 
tune to turn it againft her ; and if Auftria 

r ■ 

fights again, it will only be to bleed away 
till the laft drop of life fhall call with irre-r 
fiftible necefliry to be flopped. 

The fuccefs of the French this campaign, 
and the profpefts of our next election, have 
likewife occafioned the failure of our com- 
miflioners in France, to obtain that indem- 
nification, to which, in juftice, we were en- 
titled ; though from robbery reduced to beg- 
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gary, the plundered can never have much 
hope of reftitution. They probably think, 
by their prefent fyftem, to decide the fate of 
our election for a change, and by all the ac- 
counts I have from America they have good 
jreafon for this opinion. 

Yours, &c # 



■ 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Drefden — The EleSior % s CotleBion of Prints 
— Mr. E. — LordH. — Meijfen — Porcelain 
Manvfamry^Wermfdorf—Caflle of Hu- 
btrtjburg — Leipzig. 

■ 

4 

Leipzig, 14th September 1800. 

I continue tonumber my letters, although 
the feries containing the journal of our Sile- 
fian tour is clofed, fo that until our return to 
Berlin you may know whether you receive 
all thofe I write. At Drefden, from which 
my laft to you was dated, we fpent fix days, 
in the courfe of which I renewed my ac- 
quaintance with the picture-gallery, made an 
excurfion one afternoon to Tharandt, through 
the valley of Plauen, and fpent two morn- 
ings in looking over the Elector's colle&ion 
of prints, one of the fineft in the world. If 
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time would have allowed me, I fhould have 
been glad, likewife, to vifit the bafaltic 
mountain of Stolpen, and the mines of Frey- 
berg, in the neighbourhood of D*efden ; but 
X was obliged to facrrtke this wifli again, to 
the ncceffity of proceeding as foon as poffible 
to this town, where we have taken lodgings 
for a month, chiefly for the fake of pafling 
the time of the fair here. 

I fuppofe the recolle&ion of the Plauef- 
chen grund, and of Tharandt, is frefli in 
your mind, as you faw them upon your vifit 
to Drefden, fhortly before you left us; and 
as coming then from the level, barren fands 
of Brandenburg, the beauties of their fitua- 
tion muft have made a ftrong impreflion 
upon your mind. But after the views upon 
the Elbe, between Auflig and Drefden, 
which we had feen laft year ; and ftill more, 
after having been fix weeks exploring the 
mountains of Silefia and the county of 
Glatz, the valley of Plauen, and even the 
ruined caftle of Tharandt, lofe much of their 

* 

i 
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charm to the imagination, and dwindle info 
profpe&s of very inferior beauty. 

The colle&ion of prints I think it ques- 
tionable whether you faw, and after fpend- 
ing two forenoons in viewing it, we had 
only to regret that we could not devote every 
morning to it for as many weeks. It con- 
tains all the beft engravings extant, from the 
pictures of all the famous painters of the 
various fchools. We could only attend to 
the objects of the higheft curiofity, fuch as 
a feries of engravings, arranged chronolugi- 
cally, and exhibiting a hiftory of the pro- 
grefs of the art from its rudeft beginnings 
to its higheft fiate of perfection. Three vo- 
lumes of the works of Nanteuil, the moft 
celebrated engraver of the age of Louis XIV. 
(they are all portraits of the moft diftin- 
guifhed characters of France during that 
period, and many of them executed in a 
ftyle which left very little room for improve- 
ment in later times) ; a collection, in ten 
numbers, of portraits done by Holbein, 
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and engraved by Bartolozzi ; a volume of 
fketthes, defigned by the admirable Italian 
painter Guercino, likewife of Bartolozzi's 
engraving ; and a volume by a German en- 
graver named Baufe, fcarcely inferior, if 
at all, to Bartolozzi, or any other of the 
Englifh engravers : thefe, with two volumes 
of prints from the pidtures in the Drefden 
gallery, an incomplete and indifferently ex- 
ecuted collection, were all we had time to 
examine. Of this colledlion they keep fingle 
prints for fale. I took three of them; 
the Night, and St. George, of Corregio, and 
the Sacrifice of Abraham, of Andrea del 
Sarto, which, I hope, will one day give 
feme idea to our friends in America of what 
thefe high-famed paintings are. The fcanti- 
nefs of my finances would not allow me to 
make a larger purchafe, though I would 
have added the Magdalen of Corregio, had 
not the print been fo very bad as to be rather 
a libel upon the pidlure than a copy of it. 

While we were at Drefden, I called upon 
Mr. E , and fpent a couple of hours 
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with him. His daughter, of whom you 
have heard as the beautiful Mifs E— f 
and whom we had often feen kft year, was 
married fome months ago to an Englifh gen- 
tleman of the name of Payne, and is now in 

England. Mr. E himfelf is at length 

married again, and his wife is received into 
all companies as fuch. It was not from her 
life and character, but from her former rank, 
that obftacles arofe at a Saxon court againft 
this. Of mere vice they are all willing 
enough to admit the rule, " Let greatnefs 
own her, and flie 9 s mean no more." But 
a woman without her fixteen quarters of no- 
bility ! nothing but the neceffity of comply- 
ing with the profound degeneracy of the 
times, could have made them acquiefce in 
admitting fuch a perfonage to their com- 

pany. Mr. E is in perfon, and at 

times in manners, one of the moll: accom- 
plifhed gentlemen I ever knew. He was 
extremely civil to us laft autumn, though I 

had occafian afterwards to know that his 

» 
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civilities did ndt then proceed from any cor- 
dial kindnefs towards us ; but that, as Ame- 
ricans, he faw us at firft with embarraflment 
and diflike. Thefe fentiments, in thecourfe 
of our intercourfe with him at that time, I 
believe gradually wore away ; and as they 
had probably proceeded from the fuppofitidn 
that his name wis odious to Americans, 
owing to the tranfadioh at Berlin, relative 
to Mr. Lee's papers, during the American 
war, I found him now defignedly and re- 
peatedly recurring to that fubjeft in his coil* 
verfation. After obferving that it was now 
a circumftance that might with full freedom 
be talked of as a mere hiftorical occurrence, 
he folemnly declared that the feizure of 
Mr. Lee's papers was not made by his 
orders; that it was entirely the adt of an 
officious fervant, who thought to do him a 
fervice by it ; that when the papers were 
brought to him he did look over them in- 
deed, and found among them only two of 
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any confequencc ; one the draft of an unfi- 
nifhed treaty with Spain, and the other a 
letter from Frederick the Second, or one o£ 
his minifters, promifing that if any great 
power in Europe would fet the example of 
acknowledging the independence of the 
United States, he would be the firft to fol- 
low it. I am inclined to believe that this 
account is true, and I was pleafed to fee the 
anxiety with which Mr. E wifhed to 
remove the imputation of having premedi- 
tated that adt of violence. 

At Drefden we met, at the Hotel de Po- 
logne, Prince and Princefs Radzivill, with 
their family, and Mr. and Mrs. Cohen with 
theirs. The Prince had fpent the fummer 
at Carlfcad and Toplitz, and was going to 
his father's eftate in Poland ; Mr. Cohen 
had been taken ill at Drefden, on his way 
to Toplitz, with a violent fever, which had 
confined him a month, and from which he 
was very flowly recovering. 
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We likcwifc few at Drefden Lord and 

Lady H , both of them perfons of fo 

much celebrity in their way, that I dare fay 
you have heard their ftory. Lord H— — 
had come through Berlin fince we left it for 
our tour, and had brought a letter of intro- 
dudtion to me. I therefore called upon him, 
but L— had no inclination to form an 
acquaintance with his lady, and declined 
vifiting her. Lord H— , you know, is 

the nephew of , and has been 

educated to his fyftem of politics, which he 
endeavours to fupport in the Houfe of Peers. 
It is, in every rcfpedt, an unhappy fyftem 
for an Englifh nobleman, and for one juft 
entering upon the world is peculiarly unpro- 
mifing. The hiftory of his connexion with 
the woman who is now his wife has caft 
a much darker (hade upon his moral charac- 
ter, tho.ugh it is generally underftood that 
he was, in that cafe, the p^rty feduced. He 
is not more than five-and-twenty, at leaft 
ten years younger than the lady. 

s 2 
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Wc left Drefden on the 1 6th inftant, came 
that night as far as Meiffen, and the next 
day the remainder of the way to this place. 
The road is excellent, and, for fome miles 
from Drefden, the country looks like one 
continued vineyard. As the vintage feafon 
is juft at hand, the vines are every where 
loaded with clutters of grapes juft ready for 
the prefs, and gratify the traveller ftill with 
the appearance of plenty, after the gathering 
of the harveft has given to the reft of the 
land that of barrennefs. At Meiffen is the 
great manufacture of Saxon porcelain, which 
we had not time, however, to fee. At 
Wermfdorf, a village about five German 
miles before Leipzig, is the caftle of Hu- 
bertfburg, famous as being the place where 
the peace was concluded which terminated 
the feven years vvar. 

Of Leipzig itfelf, I may, perhaps, in 
the courfe of a, month have more to fay 
than I have found hitherto. It is a fmall 
compadl town, .containing about thirty thou- 
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fand inhabitants; but at certain fcafons of 
the year, by its fairs, becomes the centre of 
almoft all the commerce of Germany. There 
is a very pleafant walk, planted with feveral 
rows of trees, which extends all round the 
town, and this is almoft all I know of it 
as yet. 

Yours, &c. 



« 3 
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LETTER XXX. 

Extent and Boundaries of Silefia—Its Po- 
pulation— Earfy Hi/lory — Introduction of 
Cbrijlianity — The Piajls — Ariciflaus— 
Divifons of the Province— Henry the 
Bearded— St. Hedwige — Incur/ion of the 
Royal Tartan. 

Berlin j 20th December 1800. 

I suppose you flatter yourfelf, that having 
more than three months ago got fairly out of 
Silefia, you are to hear nothing further about 
it, but indeed I fliall not let you off fo 
cheaply; there ftill remains a very (hort 
geographical, itatiftical* and hiftorical ac- 
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count of this interefting province, which I 
feel it my duty to write; whether you will 
conceive it yours to read it, i need not in- 
quire* 

The dutchy of Silefia, including the county 
of Glatz, extends on both fides of the river 
Oder, from the mountains of Hungary to 
the fpot where the Bober falls into it, and is 
bounded eaftward by that part of Poland 
which was laft incorporated with the Pruf- 
fian monarchy ; fouthward, by the principa- 
lity of Tefchen and the Carpathian moun- 
tains i weft ward, by Bohemia and the Saxon 
province of Luface; and northward, by the 
New March of Brandenburg. The funnmit 
of the Giant Mountains forms the boundary- 
line to the fouthward and weftward. It is 
about two hundred of our miles in length, 
and about ninety in average width. It has 
been remarked by the hiftorians of this pro- 
vince, that it is furrotioded by five diftiivift 
nations, fpeaking as many different lan- 
guages — the Poles, Hungarians, Bohemians, 
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Vandals (of the New March), and Ger- 
mans. 

A ccnfus of the population has been taken 
every year fince 1763. There were in the 
year 1756 between eleven and twelve hun- 
dred thoufand inhabitants; in 1763, after 
the feven years war, the numbers were re- 
duced to lefs than eleven hundred thoufand ; 
the enumeration of 1799 gave a refult of 
nearly one million nine hundred thoufand. 
According to this increafe, the population 
would be doubled in a period of feventy 
years ; a growth as extraordinary for its ra- 
pidity in Europe as it would be for its flow, 
nefs in America, 

You know there is fcarcely a city or pro- 
vince in Europe without its fabulous origin 
and long traditionary tale, antecedent to any 
genuine hiftorical information. The Sile- 
fians are not without voluminous writers 
upon their antiquities, and one of them 
gravely derives the name and defcent of his 
country from the prophet EUJb a : you might 
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as well derive a boot-jack from a cork-fcrew ; 
but the merit of moft genealogical deriva- 
tions confifts in their abfurdity. 

Another hobby-horfe, common to almoft 
every village in the north of Europe, is to 
find itfelf mentioned with fome panegyric in 
the famous treatife of Tacitus concerning 
the Germans. Thus the Silefian antiqua- 
ries remind their readers that the Elyfians 
are mentioned in that work as one of the 
moft powerful tribes of the Lygians. 

However this may be, it is known, that in 
the fixth centuiy of the Chriftian aera the 
sncient inhabitants of the country were con-, 
quered by one of thofe numerous fwarms of 
Sclavonians and Vandals, who, iffuing from 
the borders of the Black Sea, over- ran fo great 
a part of Europe. At that period Silefia is 
canfidered as having formed a part of Po- 
land, and with it was, either by Charle- 
magne or fome of his fucceffors, rendered 
tributary to the German empire^ 

About the middle of the tenth century 
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was the period when the Chriftian religion 
was here introduced ; and the bifhopric of 
Breflau was founded by the Polifti Duke 
Ariciflaus, of the race of Piaft, which had 
then for fomewhat more than an hundred 
years been in poffeflion of the fovereignty. 

You remember in the letter which gave 
you an account of our paffing through Lieg- 
nitz, I mentioned the melancholy monu- 
mental infcription in the Jefuits* church at 
that place, upon the lad defccndant of the 
Piafts: this circumftance has perhaps ex- 
cited your curiofity to know fomcthing about 
the firft founder of the family, and the 
manner of his obtaining the fupreme au- 
thority in his country. 

He was, fay the old Silefian chronicles, 
an honeft farmer, who fubfifted by agricul- 
ture and* by raifing bees. After the death 
of his predeceffor, who had been fo cruel a 
tyrant, that, with his wife and children, he 
was devoured by the mice, a general elec- 
tion of the perfon to be clothed with the 
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jroyal dignity was juft at hand, when 
angel, difguifed as a traveller, came to the 
houfe of Piaft, who received him with fo 
much hofpitality and treated him fo plente- 
oufly with roaft pork and mead, that the 
angel at his departure left a bleffing behind 
him, fo that every barrel brought into the 
houfe fpontaneoully filled with mead,, and 
every platter in like manner filled with a 
fpare-rib. With thefe provifions the angel 
directed his hoft to entertain the voters at the 
cledion ; and the refult was, that Piaft was 
chofen king. Leave out, fays a hiftorian of 
Silefia, the Deus ex machina t and you will 
think you are reading the account of an 
election for a member of the Britifli par- 
% liament. 

His defcendant, Ariciflaus, was born 
blind, but at the feaft given to celebrate the 
happy event of his birth, he opened his 
eyes: this was an evident prefage of his 
converfion to Chriftianity. The motive 
which finally produced this regeneration was 

I 
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equally forcible: he had kept feven mif- 
trefles, and yet could get no children ; the 
holy Catholic faith was recommended to 
him as a recipe to cure barrennefs ; accord- 
ingly he was baptized, married a Bohemian 
princefs, and begat fons and daughters. 

In the year 1 163, by one of thole divi- 
fions of a kingdom between feveral children, 
which were common in many parts of Eu- 
rope during the middle ages, Silefia was 
feparated from Poland, and thenceforward 
for fome time was governed by its own 
dukes ; it was foon after again fubdivided 
into three feparate fovercignties ; thefe in 
procefs of time nr.ee with the fame fate, 
until the province was cut up into almoft as 

■ 

many dukedoms and principalities as it con* 
tained cities. This parcelling out of the 
country greatly facilitated, in the fequel, the 
conquefl of the whole by the kings of Bo- 
hemia. 

One of the earlieft dukes was Henry the 
Bearded, whofe reign began in the year 
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1 201 ; he was the hulband of St. Hedwige, 
who was canonized a few years after her 
death, and has ever fince been the patron- 
efs of Silefia. She was a daughter of a 
Count of Baden, had been educated in a 
cloifter, and prevailed upon her hufband to 
fquander almoft all his revenues and a great 
part of his domains in founding, endowing, 
and enriching religious houfes. In one of 
my letters from Hirfchberg I mentioned one 
of the churches built by her, which you will 
perhaps recoiled. She and her hufband 
both poflefled fome valuable qualities; but 
the grounds upon which (lie was raifed to 
the fenatc of the Roman Catholic mytho- 
logy were, her fuperftition, her exceflive 
veneration for the monks, and, above all, 

her liberality to the church. 

» 

Her fon, who fuccecdcd his father and bore 
Iris name, was fo well educated in the fame 
principles, and fo faithfully pra&ifed them, 
that he obtained the furname of the Pious. 
He was flain in a bloody battle fought near 
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Liegnitz, againft a horde of Mogul Tartars, 
who to the number of feveral hundred thou- 
fand invaded Poland and Silefia in the year 
1 241 . The objedt of thefe barbarians was, 
however, plunder rather than conqueft ; fot 
they withdrew from Silefia in May 1241, 
leaving ruin and defolation as memorials of 
their vifit. 

Yours, &c* 
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LETTER XXXI. 

4 

f 

lntrvduflion of the Magdeburg Law by St. 

Hedwige Cajimir Duke of Tefcben 

folicits the Aid of Wencejlaus King of 
Bohemia, againfi Henry Duke of Brejlau 
•--Other Princes follow bis Example. 

Berlin, aoth December 1800; 

Saint Hedwige, by birth a German, had 
taken great and fuccefsful pains to prevail 
upon many of her countrymen to fettle in 
Silefia; and her fon, in complacency to 
them, introduced into the country what is 
called the Magdeburg t or German law. 
You remember Blackftone's account of the 
manner in which the civil and canon laws 
were propagated all over Europe in the 
courfe o£ the twelfth and thirteenth centu- 
ries, and the refiftance, more or lefs fucceff- 
ful, againft their introdu&ion by the parti- 
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zaiiB of the ancient cOrhmon law of the fe- 
Vcral countries. The refult aim oft ever^ 
where was, that the ancient ufages and cuf* 
toirts were blended with the forms and with 
many of the principles of the new fyftems 
form a new code ; and fuch, among others, 
was the Magdeburg law* It bore the name 
of that city becaufe the court of final appeal 
for all caufes arifing under it was eflablifhed 
at Magdeburg. This cuftom of receiving 
from a foreign tribunal or college the final 
fentence iti litigated caufes, prevailed in Si* 
lefia until the middle of the fixteenth 
Century. 

At the beginning of the fourteenth century, 
in confequence of the frequent divifions and 
iiibdivifions of the province, which I have 
already mentioned, there were fixteen dukes 
reigning at once over the fcveral parts of 
Silefia. Thefe petty prince^ it is fuper* 
fiuous to fay, Were perpetually at war with 
one another, and continually wrefting from 
each other their refpe&ive dominions : the 
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natural con fcquencc of fuch a ftatc of things 
foon enfued ; the wcakcft looked abroad for 
afliftance, and the Kings of Bohemia were 
ever clofe at hand, fomenting all their dif- 
cords on one fide, and offering their protec- 
tion on the other, to thofe who would take 
it at the price of fubje&ion to their patrons* 
It is the old fable of the horfe, who calls the 
man to his afliftance, and finds a mafter 
where he expedled an ally. In the year 
ia88 Cafimir Duke of Tefchen, to obtain 
a competent defence againft Henry Duke of 
Breflau, gave the firft example, which was 
foon after followed by moft of the other 
Silefian princes. He furrendered his duke- 
dom to Wenceflaus King of Bohemia, re- 
ceiving it again from him as a fief in vaflal- 
age under that kingdom. 

Such was the fepond revolution in the ftate 
of Silefia ; and here begins the third of thp 
fix periods into which its biftory is divided. 
The change of government was in this cafe 
.owing to the fame caufe with the preceding 
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one. The fame principle of dividing a fo- 

vereignty between feveral children, which 
firft fevered Silefia from Poland, by a more 
remote confequence produced its annexation 
to Bohemia. The great principle of the 
feudal fyftem, that all lands are held as fiefs 
under a fovereign lord, was never introduced 
into Poland, where even until the extinction 
of the republic all eftates were held as allo- 
dial, and equally divifiblc among the chil- 
dren of the holder. The fame principle 
was extended to the fovereign authority ; and 
its effects, when thus applied, were, by a 
double operation, and after a long feries of 
years, to transfer Silefia from the ftate of a 
Polifh to that of a Bohemian province. 

I (hall in my next purfue this compen- 
dium of Silefian hiftory. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

Mojt of the Princes of Silefia fubmit to John 
of Luxemburg, King of Bohemia— Renun- 
ciation of the Claims of the King of Poland 
to Silefia, and thofe of the King of Bohe- 
mia to Poland— Orgin of the Hujftte War 
—Silefia and Glatz invaded by the Huf- 
fites, who afterwards fubmit — Contentions 
excited by the Death of Sigifmund^ quieted 
by John of Brandenburg— Silefia fecured 
to Matthias King of Hungary. 

Berlin, 27th December )8op. 

It was during the reign of John pf Luxem- 
burg, King of Bohemia, from 1310 to 
1346, that moft of the dukes and princes, 
among whom Silefia was divided, were pre- 
vailed upon by the ufual intrigues and arti- 
fices of a flronger power, projecting to 
fwallow up a weaker one, or were com* 



- 

petted by force to fubmit their dominions a§ 
fiefs of that crown. The tie of fubje&ipn, 
indeed, tp which they yielded, was loofg 
a*>4 feeble ; for they retained alrpoft al} their 
fove^eign rights, and fcarcply bpund them-r 
felyes tp the performance of any duties or 
fe^yices. Bijt the gjreat benefit of this con- 
nexion tp the Bohemian lfings was, th# f 
upon the quindtion qf any one lipe of dukes, 
his dcuniniops efcheated, accprding to the 
feudal principle, to the crown. The effe$ 
$f this cjrcufnftance fopn incorporated 
feveral of the mpft confiderable Sijefian 
dutcjiies with the kingdom of Bohemia. 

The kings of Ppland ftill retained preten- 
tions to the fovereignty of Sijefia, and Johl* 
had, on his part, pietenfions to the crown 
Polwdr After long altercation and war, 
3 treaty was cpncjuded at Trenzin, in Mo* 
r^via, in 1335, by virtue of which, thefe 
pretentions were reciprocally renounced, ex- 
cepting with refpe£fc tp two pr three qf the 
^Utchies which >a4 not yet fubmitted to jhe 

T4 
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Bohemian crown. The Polifti renunciation 
was afterwards, in 1356, during the reign 
of the Emperor Charles IV. fon of John 
of Luxemburg, extended to thefe remaining 
dutchies; and, in the year 1355, Charles, 
by a folemn a&, to which the Ele&ors of the 
German empire acceded, formally incorpo- 
rated Silefia with the kingdom of Bohemia, 
Notwithftanding this example, Silefia has 
never been properly confidered as a province 
of the German empire. 

Soon after this event, during the reign of 
Wenceflaus, foa of Charles IV. broke out 
the Huffite war, which raged in Silefia with 
fuch violence, that the memorial of its de* 
folations is, to this day* frequently prefented 
to the attention of the traveller. 

Charles IV. in the year 1347, founded at 
Prague, an univerfity, which was foon 
after frequented by a great concourfe of 
ftudents, not only natives of the country, 
but thronging from Germany, attracted by 
certain privileges, which were allowed to 
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ftudents from abroad, in order to draw them 
thither, and for the encouragement of the 
univerfity. Thefe privileges not being (bared 
by the teachers and Itudents, natives of Bo- 
hemia, foon gave rife to jealoufies and dif- 
fentions between them and the ftrangers. As, 
by the foundation, the ftudents of the feve- 
ral nations were kept diftindt from one ano- 
ther, the temper which was now intro- 
duced, foon led the nations, in the public 
exercifes, to maintain theological thefes 
againft each other, and, as it always hap- 
pens when the angry paffions get a firm foot- 
ing in the mind, it was a fufficient motive 
for one party to rejedl a dodlrine that the 
other had adopted. John Hufs, one of the 
Bohemian teachers, adtuated, perhaps, by 
the hatred againft all foreign ufurpation, 
which refentment againft the privileges of 
the foreigners at the univerfity would natu- 
rally infpire, began to maintain many of the 
principles hoftile to the papal power, which 
Wickliff had fet the example of advancing, a 
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feort tiw before, in England. One of the 
principal articles upon which he infifted, 
was, the right of the laity to the communion 
in both kinds. He found an antagonift to 
his doctrines, in one of the German 
teadhers, a Doftor Reiner. From the 
fchools the controvcrfy fo<?n iffued, to $fcen4 
the pulpit, and to circulate among the pep- 
pie. Hufs's opinions, befides their own fubr 
flantial weight, had all the paffions of the 
Bohemians in their favour, and fpread with 
great rapidity and fuccefs among them. The 
Pope was foon alarmed for his authority, 
Hufs was fummoned as an heretk before the 
council of Conftance, and, upon refufing to 
retrafl: his dodirines, was, by their decree, 
in open undifguifed violation of the Empe- 
ror's fafe«eondu&, together with his friend 
Jerom of Prague, in the year 1415, burnt 
at the ftake. 

But the afhes of the teachers qnly ferved t? 
kindle the enthufiafm of their opinions, and 
the fury of t&ofc wfco ted sfpwfed them. 
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The Huffites foon became multitudes j thofe 
nniltitudes did not fail to find leaders ; and a 
civil war burft out with a fury which cen- 
turies were not able to appeafe, and the de«. 
vaftations of which are perceptible in their 
effects to this hour. 

The Silefians were invited by the Huffites 
to make a common caqfe with them againft 
the Emperor ; they not only declined this, 
however, but the Bifliop of Silefia and th» 
town of Breflau were, by the Pope's legate, 
prevailed upon to affemble troops, and make 
an hoftile incurfion into Bohemia. To re- 
venge this affault, the Huflites, in the year 
1426, invaded Glatz and Silefia, carrying 
fire and fword over the greater part of thofe 
provinces. They defeated, in frequent fuo- 
ceffive battles, all the armies which the Eipr 
peror could fend againft them ; and it was 
found fo impoffible to fupprefs them, that, 
in the year 1486, by a decree of the council 
pf Bafil, the communion in both kinds was 
allowed them ; after which they fubmitted 
themfelves to the authority of Sigifmund, 
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the brother and fucceflbr of Wenceflaus. 
But Sigifmnnd died in the year 1437, wit ^- 
out leaving any heirs male ; and the queftion 
of adifputed fucceffion after his death, com- 
bined with the religious difcords ftill prevail- 
ing to produce a new feries of wars, in the 
courfe of which Silefia was fucceffively ra- 
vaged by Hungarian, Bohemian, and Polifli 
armies. In 1474 an agreement was con- 
cluded between the kings of thefe three na- 
tions for the fettlement of their refpeftive 
pretentions. It was effected by the perfua- 
lion of the Margrave of Brandenburg, John, 
who, for his eloquence upon this occafion, 
received the furname of Cicero. It was, ac- 
cording to one of his defcendants, the memo- 
rial i ft of the Houfe of Brandenburg, a fort 
of eloquence fimilar to that with which he 
himfelf obtained the poffeflion of the fame 
province — the eloquence of fix thoufand 
horfemen to fupport his arguments. 

In 1478, by a peace concluded at Olmuts, 
the poffeflion of Silefia was fecured to Ma^ 
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thias King of Hungary ; and from this 
period begins the fourth epoch in the Silefian 
annals, during which it is confidered as an 
appendage of Hungary, where for the pre- 
fcnt I fhall leave it, and bid you a (hort 
adieu. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

■ 

Changes effected in Siiejia by Matthias—A. 
Viceroy appointed — The Princes reduced 
to Obedience* and a Land-tax impofed 
upon the People* 

Berlin, 30th December i8oo» 

The transfer of Siiefia from the Bohemian 
to the Hungarian dominion, which, as I 
have before informed you, was the refult of 
the Huffite wars, complicated with a dis- 
puted fucceffion to the crowns of both thofe 
kingdoms, was followed by much more im- 
portant changes in the condition of the inha- 
bitants than had been produced by the pre- 
ceding revolutions. The numerous petty 
princes who had fucceffively been perfuaded 
or forced to recognife a common Sovereign, 
had retained almoft all their prerogatives ; and 
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the Bohemian kings never could depend 
Upon that province, either for military fer* 
vicfe or for pecuniary contribution. The 
private feuds between the now fubordinate 
princes were nearly, or quite, as frequent as 
they had been before their fubjedtion, and 
the confideration and power of the monarch 
were feldom competent to fupprefs them. 
It was the manifeft intereft of the kings to 
reduce the ftrength of fuch turbulent vaflals, 
and for this purpofe they granted frequent 
artd confiderable privileges to the inhabitants 
of the towns ; thefe had a thorough detefta* 
tion for their princely lords, whom they 
much more often found their tyrants than 
their prote&ors. The quarrels between thefe 
princes, according to the ideas of the times, 
were held for regular wars ; but between fo- 
vereigns of fo little power, and who were fo 
numerous, they naturally degenerated into lit- 
tle more than highway robberies. The people 
of the towns were continually placed between 
the rapacky of their lord and that of his 
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Enemies ; they were glad, therefore, to feek 
in the favour of their kings fuch privileges 
as might afford them a prote&ioh, which 
they could not hope from their arms. Hence, 
during the Bohemian dominion, theconflant 
tendency of affairs had been to deprefs the 
balance of the princes, and to raife that of 
the people. But Matthias, the firft of the 
kings of the Hungarian race, made them 
all bend alike under the weight of an iron 
fceptre ; as, by his perfonal character, he 
was one of the ableft princes of his age, fo, 
by means of his ftanding army (for he was 
among the firft kings in Europe who kept 
one), he became one of the moft powerful. His 
fupremacy was felt both in its good and its 
evil confequences ; he fupprefled the private 
wars between the princes, and the highway 
robberies refulting from them ; he eftablifhed 
a viceroy, with authority to fettle all contro- 
veriies of that nature by a regular courfe of 
juflice, and fufFered no new-fortified caftle 
to be built, and no new tax or contribution 

r 
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to be impofed without his fpecial permiffion. 
Thcfe meafurcs were all carried into effe& by 
the energy with which he provided for their 
execution, and by introducing that public 
fecurity which is one of the principal ends 
for which human focicties are inftituted. He 
was the benefactor of all claffes of his peo- 
ple; but, on the other hand, he opprefled 
the princes, by compelling fomeof them to 
fell their eftates to him, and by levying 
heavy fines as penalties upon others ; at the 
fame time he burdened all the people by a 
permanent land-tax, from which, until then, 
they had always been exempt, and which 
they felt the more fevercly for its novelty. 

Yours, &c. 

.« » 

\ 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

m 

Vladijlaus King of Bohemia fucceeds Matthias 
as King of Hungary — Weaknefs of U/a- 
diflaus Compafl between the Duke of 

. Liegnitz and the Elettor of Brandenburg 
—Death of Uladiflaus~~Lewis — Silefta 
and Bohemia transferred toAufiria — Com- 
patt between the Duke of Liegnitz and the 
Elettor of Brandenburg declared void— 
Luther* s DoBrines received in Silejia— 
Death of Ferdinand — Maximilian — Ru* 
dolpb JL—Compatt between George Mar- 
grave of Anfpacb and the Duke of Ratibor 

declared void Tdgerndorf granted by 

George Frederick to the Eleftor of Bran* 
denburg— Matthias. 

Berlin, 31ft December 1800. 

JMatthias died in the year 1490, and 
was fucceeded by Uladiflaus King of Bohe- 
mia, conformably to the peace of Olmutz, 
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concluded in 1478. Uladiflaus was likewife, 
about the fame time, ele&ed King of Hun* 
gary; and hence a difpute arofe whether 
Silefia was henceforth to be held as an ap- 
pendage to the Hungarian or to the Bohemian 
crown. By the peace of Olmutz, it w*s tQ 
have been reftored to Bohemia, upon the pay* 
ment of forty thoufand ducats ; and as they 
were not paid, the Hungarians contended 
th# Silefia muft ft ill be viewed as a province 
of theirs. The Bohemians and Silefians in* 
fitted upon a reunion, and their wifhes firaally 
prevailed* :< 

This Uladiflaus was remarkable for that 
kind of weaknefs of chara&er which never 
can refufe any thing ; and one of its confer 
quences was, that his grants and ordinances 
were often in diredi contradiction to one ano- 
ther. Thus, by one of his regulations it 
was eftabliftied, that none of the Bohemian 
domains fhould be fubjedt to alienation; 
while, by another, he granted to Frederick 
the Second, Duke of Liegnitz, the right of 

u 2 
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alienating his dutchy by teftament, or bjr 
compact of mutual inheritance. This was 
one of the expedients in frequent pra&ice 
under the German conftitution, to counteract 
the confequence of the perpetual divifibility 
of kingdoms and provinces. It was com- 
mon among brothers, and among different 
branches of the fame family ; it confifted of 
ftipulations, that upon the extinction of either 
of the contra&ing lines, the other fliould 
come into pofTeffion of it s eftates. The Duke 
of Liegnitz, to whom, likewife, Brieg and 
Wohlau belonged, accordingly did make 
fuch a compact in the year 1537, with 
Joachim Eledtor of Brandenburg, This 
event deferves particular notice, becaufe it 
was the firft foundation of the claim which, 
more than two centuries after, placed the 
whole province in the poffeffion of the 
Pruflian monarchs. 

; Uladiflaus difbanded his father's army; 
and having thus refigned almoft all the in- 
ftruments of power which were in thofe days 
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efficacious, it was not furprifing that his 
authority fell into contempt. The old anar- 
chy of private wars and highway robberies, 
pradkifed by the nobility, was renewed in as 
great violence as ever ; they had reduced it 
to a fort of regular fyftem, and the noble 
robbers exercifed their trade with nice dif- 
tin&ions. A Silefian chronicle mentions 
one of thefe uncourteous knights, who be- 
came celebrated by the name of Black Kitt, 
and, with his fquire, was hanged in the year 
1 502. He made it a rule to plunder mer- 
chants and Jews, but not the learned. His 
tefts of learning were like thofe which, in 
the Englilh courts, entitled felons to the 
benefit of clergy. At the gallows he declared 
fome of the dukes had promifed to fupport 
him, and by way of laft words fung, " Put 
not your truft in princes," His fquire, who 
was hanged with him, begged hard for his 
life, and offered, if they would fpare it, to 
be put upon hard labour in the fortrefs, or 
jto take a wife. 
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Uladiflaus died in the year 1516, and was 
Succeeded by his fon Lewis, a child of ten 
years, who, in 1526, was killed in a battle 
againft the Turks under Soliman the Second. 
Lewis left no children ; and as his only fifter 
Anna had married Ferdinand I. Archduke 
of Auftria, afterwards Emperor, Silefia, to- 
gether with Bohemia, became a poffeffion of 
the Houfe of Auftria; and from this occur- 
rence commences the fifth period . in the hif- 
tory of the province, 

■ 

The compadt of inheritance between the 
Duke of Liegnitz and the Eledor of Bran-* 
denburg was ftrengthened by a double mar- 
riage between each of their fons and the 
other's daughter. It was therefore very pro- 
bable that Liegnitz, With its appendages, 
would foon fall to the Houfe of Brandenburg; 
and under that apprehenfion, Ferdinand pre- 
vailed upon the States of Bohemia to declare 
the compadl of inheritance null and void, 
conformably to the ordinance of Uladiflaus, 
that no part of the Bohemian domains fhould 
be fubjeft to alienation. The Elector of 
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Brandenburg entered a proteft againft this 
decifion of the States. The Duke of Lieg-, 
nitz was compelled to recognife, in writing, 
the nullity of the compadt, but left a folemn 
confirmation of it in his laft will. 

From the time when the Houfe of Auftria 
came into poffeflion of Silefia, the weight and 
independence of the princes gradually dwin- 
dled away, and the power of the fovereign 
infenfibly fpread itfelf over all clafles of the 
people alike. But inftead of the divifibility 
of fovereignty which had for feveral centuries 
been the prolific feed of war among men, 
another had juft fprouted out of the ground 
and taken firm root in it, which had its turn 
of three hundred years to depeople the earth, 
and has but recently refigned the foil to a 
third kernel of defolation. I fpeak of the 
religious diflentioris which blazed out with 
inextinguifhable violence from the moment 
of the controverfy commenced by Luther in 
1517. : 

Of the Silefian princes, nearly one half, in 
the courfc of a few. years, embraced the doc- 

u 4 
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trines of the Reformation : the reft adhered 
to the Catholic faith, and in almoft every 
inftance the vaffals followed the examples of 
their refpedtive lords. The Auftrian fove- 
reigns always found it neceflary to tolerate* 
in a certain degree, the new feet which had 
fuch numerous partizans % and experience 
proved that the policy of thofe emperors 
yras the moft fuccefsful which carried tole* 
ration the fartheft, 

Ferdinand I. died in 1564, and was fiic* 
ceeded by his Ion Maximilian, who, after a 
ihort reign, was, upon his death in 1576, 
followed by his fon Rudolph the Second. 
This prince lived until the year 161 2, but 
before his death had loll, by fucceffive follies 
and misfortunes, all his dominions. 

During the reign of Lewis, the laft king 
before the Auftrian line, he had granted to 
George Margrave of Anfpach, who was at 
the fame time Prince of lager ndojf, in Silefia, 
and Lewis's greateft favourite, the power of 
difpofing, by will or deed, of this principa- 
lity. George, by virtue of this authority, made 
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a compaft of mutual i nheritance with the 
Duke of Oppeln and Ratibor, who died with- 
out iflue, and George came into poffeflion 
of his eftates. The Emperor Ferdinand had 
declared this compadt null and void, upon 
the fame grounds as thofe alleged againft the 
Duke of Liegnitz's compadt, and had taken 
Oppeln and Ratibor to himfelf, with a pro- 
mife, which he never performed, to pay- 
George one hundred and thirty thoufand 
florins by way of indemnity. The Margrave 
George was fucceeded, as Duke of Iagern- 
dorf, by his fon George Frederick, who, 
having no children, left the principality to 
his coufin Joachim Eledtor of Brandenburg. 
Joachim foon after granted it to his fon John 
George. This was at a time when Rudol- 
phus was fo reduced in power, that he did 
not venture to oppofe the execution of the 
teftamemary difpofition, which, however, 
he did not confirm* In the year 1613 
Rudolphus was fucceeded, as King of 
Bohemia, by his brother Matthias, 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Caufes and Origin of the Thirty Tears War 
— Death of Matthias — Ferdinand IL — 
Ferdinand III.— Peace of Wefiphalia — 

Leopold — Claims of the Houfe df Bran- 
denburg. 

Berlin, loth January 180 1. 

During the reign of the Emperor Mat- 
thias, and in the year 1618, commenced that 
feries of events which has left fuch traces of 
dcfolation throughout Germany, and which 
makes fo confpicuous a figure in the hiftory 
of modern Europe, under the name of the 
thirty years war. One century had elapfed 
fince the beginning of Luther's reformation, 
and in the courfe of that time the princes 
3nd people of Germany had become divided 
into two parties of nearly equal ftrength* 
one adhering to Popery, and the other 
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adopting the Protcftant dodtrines. The 
Houfe of Auftria, in whom the imperial 
dignity had in a manner become hereditary, 
continued zealoufly Catholic, and, by unit* 
ing the principles of intolerance with tho 
practice of oppreflion, compelled the Pro- 
teftants not only of its own dominions but 
almoft throughout Europe, to combine in 
leagues for the mutual fupport of each other. 
Such a league, at the time of which I fpeak, 
fubfifted between the Proteftants of Bohe- 
mia and of Silefia. By a charter of the 
Emperor Rudolphus the Proteftants had 
been allowed the privilege of building and 
ufing churches under certain limitations, 
fome of which- were not defined with per- 
fe& precifion. Several churches had been 
built in places where the Catholic conftruc- 
tion of the limitations did not fuffer the pri- 
vilege to extend. Thefe churches were de- 
ftroyed, or forcibly taken from the Proteft- 
ants by order of the Emperor's government 
in Bohemia j feveral of the moft vehement 
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of the Proteftants were at the fame time 
thrown into prifon. Thefe transitions 
caufed a general alarm among the Proteftants ; 
their deputies from every diftridt of the 
kingdom affemblcd at Prague, and agreed 
upon a petition to the Emperor for the libera- 
tion of the Proteftant prifoners. Theanfwer 
was negative, fevere, and menacing. An 
artful report was circulated by the leaders of 
the Proteftants, that this anfwer was drawn 
up, not by the Emperor himfelf, but by his 
council of regency at Prague, and fent to 
him only to be figned. In their rage the 
Proteftants hurried to the palace at Prague, 
ruihed into the hall where the council of 
regency was aflembled, and threw out of the 
windows, more than eighty feet high, two 
of the moft obnoxious members of the 
council and their fecretary. The Proteftants, 
fays Schiller, could never conceive how any 
one fliould look upon this as an cxtraordi* 
nary tranfa^&ion ; they aflerted it to be ac- 
cording to the cuftom of Bohemia i *nd the 
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only furprifing part of the event was, that 
the Imperial counfellors came off unhurt 
from their fall, having been received in their 
defcent by a large dunghill that happened to 
oe under the windows from which they had 
been ejedted. From this period the Bohe- 
mian Proteftants flew to arms, and called for 
the ftipulated afliftance of their Silefian bre- 
thren ; they received it accordingly, and thus 
the province was involved in the thirty years 
war, of which during the greater part of its 
continuation it became one of the principal 
theatres, Alternately pillaged, ranfomed, 
and ravaged by hoftile armies, now in the 
chara&er of enemies, now in that of friends 
and defenders; now defolated by Catholic 
Imperialifts, and now ranfacked by Swcdifh 
Proteftants ; her wealth decayed, her induftry 
dwindled, her population declined ,Jier cities 
crumbled into ruins, and her fruitful fields 
withered into deferts. The fears of the 
wounds then infli&ed by the hand of reli- 
gious difcord upon the beauteous face of 
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this country, even at this day, after the 
lapfe of more than a century and a half, 
give deformity to many of its features. At 
the peace of Weftphalia, in 1648, only a 
fmall part of Silefia obtained the fecure pof- 
ieflion of the fame religious privileges they 
had enjoyed before the war. The reft were 
left at the mercy of the Emperor, who, at 
the interceffion of Chriftina Queen of 
Sweden, was barely prevailed upon to per- 
mit the Proteftants of his hereditary pofTef- 
fions to attend the performance of their reli- 
gious fervices in the neighbourhood, beyond 
the borders of Silefia, and to allow the build- 
ing of three new Proteftant churches, one of 
which was that of Schweidnitz, as I men- 
tioned in my letter from that place. 

The Emperor Matthias died in 1619, was 
fucceeded by Ferdinand the Second, who 
lived until 1687, and then dying, had for 
fucceflbr his fon Ferdinand the Third. It 
was during the reign of this prince that the 
peace of Weftphalia was accompliftied. He 
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died in 16571 ^ rom which tltac his fon Leo- 
pold reigned until his death in 1 705. 

During the reign of Leopold, in the year 
1678, died the laft defcendant of the Piaft 
family in Silefia, George William, Duke of 
Liegnitz, Brieg, and Wohlau, whofe mo- 
nument you will remember we faw in pafling 
through Liegnitz. By his death the fuccef- 
fion of all his eftates, conformably to the 
compadl of mutual inheritance made by his 
anceftor with the Eledtor of Brandenburg, 
would have devolved upon the defcendant 
and fucceflbr of that prince, Frederick Wil- 
liam, known by the name of The great 
E/eflor. He accordingly advanced his claim, 
but it was not allowed by the Emperor ; the 
dutchies were by the Imperial chancery con- 
ficfered as efcheated, and declared hereditary 
fiefs of the crown. As an indemnity however 
to the Eledtor of Brandenburg, the diftrid: of 
Schwibus, a corner of Silefia bordering upon 
the Ele&orate, was ceded to him, and in con - 
fideration of this he formally renounced by 
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treaty, in the year 1685, all his pretentions to 
the principalities in qucftion. ' At the fame 
time the Imperial minifter who negotiated this 
convention, by intriguing with the Ele&or's 
ion, afteiwards his fucceffor, prevailed upon 
him to fign a fecret engagement, that upon 
his acceflion to the Electorate he would 
rejlore the circle of Schwibus to the Emperor. 
This engagement he punctually fulfilled, 
obferving to thofe of his council who dif- 
fuaded him from it, that he would keep his 
word, and leave his fucceffors, who would 
not be bound by his aft, to make good their 
rights in Silefia. He was then full of the 
projedt of afluming the kingly title,, and his 
anxiety toobtain the acknowledgment of it 
by the Emperor induced him to avoid every 
collifion which might have produced a re- 
fufal. 

You have now a clear view of all the 
claims upon which the conqueft of Silefia, 
by the grandfon of the firft King of Pruffia, 
was founded. In his Memoirs of the Houfe 
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of Brandenburg he aflerts, that their preten- 
fions to the four principalities were indifput- 
able. By the fuccefs of his arms he proved 
at leaft that nothing was to be gained by dif- 
puting them. The conteft on the part of 
the Houfe of Auftria was too unequal againft 
a man, who on one fide could write a book, 
and on the other could head an army to fup- 
port his demands. Auftria was in a fitua- 
tion fomething like that of Moliere's Sofie ; 

* 

the proofs againft him, urged by the god who 
aflumed his ftiape and name, are fo ftriking 
to him, that he ferioufly begins to doubt his 
own identity : 

Prcs dc moi, par la force, ll eft deja Sofic; 
II pourroit bien encore Fetre par la ralfon* 

An impartial mind, however, muft admit 
that the juftice of that claim is, to fay the 
leaft, extremely queftionable, which was ori- 
ginally founded upon a compact annulled 
by the conftitution of the country in which 
it was made, and which, fuch as it was, had 
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been at a fubfequent period formally re- 
nounced for a valuable Confideration. To 
fay that the confideration given was not 
Sufficiently valuable, or that the firft King of 
Pmffia had been oVer-reached in the negoti- 
ation, by virtue of which he reft or ed it> 
would be held a feeble argument without 
the aid of artillery. 

But although it is extremely difficult to 

m 

afcertain which of the parties to this great 
qucftion was right, fuch is the unhappy 
chanuaeriftic of human hiftoiy, that theit 
is no difficulty /to find inftancei during the 
courfe of the tranfadtions in which both 
were effentially wrong. Such was the firft 
grant of Uladiflaus to the Duke of Lieg- 
nitz and of Iagerndorf, allowing them to 
difpofe of their eftates, contrary to the con- 
ftitution of the kingdom. Such likewife 
was the fecret negotiation, by virtue of which 
the firft King of Pruflia ieftored the diftridt 
of Schwibus. The wife judge in the fable 
of Phsedrus would certainly have pronounced 
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between Frederick the Second and Maria 
Therefa, 

Tu non videris perdidifie quod p*t\$; 
Te credo fubripuifle quod pulchre ncgas. 

Tows, &c. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

* 

Death of Leopold— J of epb L— Charles VU 
—The Pragmatic Sanflion — Conduit of 
Europe towards Maria Tberefa—Frede~ 
rick II. ofPruJJia ajjerts bis Claims to 
Sile/ra 9 and conquers that Province- 
Peace of Brejlau—Hojlilities renewed and 
terminated—Seven Tears War— Peace of 
Hubert/berg — Silefia becomes a Province 
of PruJJia. 

Berlin, 20th January iSou 

As my purpofe is only to give you the 
great and general outlines of the Silefian 
hiftory, with a fpecial view to Ihew the 
origin of the conqueft which made it a 
Pruffian province, I (hall, merely to complete 
the chronological feries of its Auftrian fo« 
vereigns, obferve to you, that the Emperor 
Leopold I. at his death in 1705, was 4uc« 
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ceeded by his eldeft fon Jofeph I. who dying 
in 171 1, made way for his next brother, 
Charles VI.; this prince reigned until 
1740, at the latter end of which he died, 
and with him expired the male line of the 
Houfe of Auftria. 

1 

The great objedt of his life, from the 
time when he afcended the Imperial throne, 
was to fecure the fucceffion of his hereditary 
dominions to his daughter Maria Thercfa* 
He had prefcribed this fucceffion by the ordi- 
nance which became fo famous by the name 
of the Pragmatic Santlion, which was af- 
fented to by the States of his fcveral pro- 
vinces, and, among the reft, by thofe of 
Silefia. By a continued feries of negotia- 
tions for almoft thirty years, and by a va- 
riety of great facrifices, he had obtained the 
guarantee of his difpolitions by all the im« 
portant powers of Europe. Scarcely had the 
breath deferted his body, when the greater 
part of Europe, and particularly moft of 
the powers who had guaranteed the Prag- 
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matic Sanction, fell like tigers upon that 
very princefs whom they had engaged to 
fupport, and waged a bloody war to defpoil 
her of every inch of her patrimony. This is 
altogether natural, and, as Shakspeare's 
Jaques obferves, " juft the faftiion." 

Among the numerous princes who ftarted 
up on all fides with fome new-vamped old 
claim to her poffeflions, the King of Pruffia, 
who, like the reft, had guaranteed the Prag- 
matic Sandtion, came forward with the old 
pretentions to the four principalities, which 
had been fo equivocal in point of right from 
the beginning % and which, fuch as they 
were, his predeceflbrs, the Great Ele&or, 
and theiirft King of Pruffia, had, for valu- 
able confideration, fo formally renounced. 
The Pruffian crown had defcerided to 
the hands of Frederick II. but a few 
months before the death of Charles VI. 
and the royal philofopher has, in his Me- 
moirs, himfelf alleged the motives which 
fwayed him on this occafion: that the 
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power of Pruffia was not fufficicntly re- 
fpe^ted by foreign ftatcs at his acceflion; 
and that it was neceflary to eftablifh a cha- 
rafter by forne a&ion of. eclat with the be- 
ginning of a reign j that he was ftrong by 
the treafure and army which his father had 
left him, the laft of which he had, on coming 
to the throne, increafed with eight new regU 
ments ; that Maria Therefa was weak by 
her youth and inexperience, by the embar- 
raffment of her finances, ^nd by the nu- 
merous enemies fhe had upon her hands ; 
that Silefia was the only province cafy to 
invade, by its proximity to , the Pruffian 
territory, and difabled for refiftance by the 
fmallnefs of the military force contained in 
it; that Pruffia having been raifed to the 
name of a kingdom, by the vanity of his 
grandfather, it was incumbent upon him to 
make it in real ftrength worthy of the title ; 
and that he was ambitious to make himfelf 
a name. 

In all this there is about as much philo- 
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fophy as in Sir John Falftaff's reafohs for 
fwindling money from Jufticc Shallow— 
•* If the young dace/- fays Sir John, " be a 
bait for the old pike, I fee no reafon in the 
law of nature but I may fnap at him." 
Frederick fays in his Memoirs, that the pre- 
tentions of his houft to the four dutchies 
were incontejlable % but he thinks it not ex- 
pedient to ftate what they were. You have 
feen them in my former letters reduced to 
their juft value ; he thought it as ufclefs to 
difcufs them with Maria Therefa as to un- 
fold them in his writings to the public. He 
fent indeed a minifter to Vienna, with orders 
to negotiate, if poffible, an amicable ceffion of 
Silefia to him ; but he placed fo little de- 
pendence upon this meafure, that he himfelf 
fays, his army entered Silefia two days before 
his ambaftador arrived at Vienna* 

The mere conqueft of the province was. an 
affair of no great difficulty; in little more than 
a month the Pruflians were in poffeflion of 
almoft all Silefia j and when the Queen of 

3 
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Hungary was able to fend what forces (he 
could fpare to maintain her dominion over 
it, they were fucceflively defeated in the two 
battles of Molwitz and Chotufitz ; after 
which (he gave up the conteft, and by the 
peace of Breflau, figned on the i ith of June 
1742, ceded the province of Silefia to the 
KingofPruffia. 

But two years afterwards the war was 
renewed ; fuperior fortune and fuperior Hull 
continued to attend upon the Pruffian arms; 
the three fucceffive battles of Fricdberg, 
Sohr, and KeffelfdorfF, all iflued advantagc- 
oufly to Frederick, and on the 25th of De- 
cember 1745, the peace was figned a fecond 
time. 

In the mean while Maria Therefa had pre- 
vailed againft the mighty combination of her 
enemies, and had fecured to herfelf not only 
the remainder of the Auftrian hereditary do- 
minions, but like wife, after an interval of 
two years, and the fiiadow of an Emperor 
perforated during that period by the Eledor 
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of Bavaria, under the name of Charley 
VII. had procured the reftoration of the iow 
perial dignity to her houfe, in which it ha? 
remained to this day. Her profperity in* 
fpired or corroborated the defign of recover* 
ing alfo the province which (he had been in 
the hour of her diftrefs compelled to facjri- 
fice ; and in the progrefs of ten years of ne- 
gotiation fhe gathered againft Frederick that 
tempeft which he fo glorioufly weathered, 
and with which you are well acquainted, by 
the name of the feven years war. In this, 
much more than in his conquelt, he dif» 
played the qualities which entitle him un* 
queftionably to the appellation of a great 
man. Of this war Silefia was one of the 
principal theatres, and one of the moft 
confiderable objeSs. The battles and fiege* 
of which it was the fcene, form forne of the 
moft remarkable events in the hiftory of 
modern Europe, and are full of inftru£Uon 
for ftudents in the art of war. But tjii6 is 
not the placd to enlarge upon fo copioiis % 
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fubjed ; it will fuffice to fay, that by the 
peace of Hubertfburg, figned on the 1 5th of 
February 1763, he was put in pofleffion of 
all his dominions juft as they had been at the 
commencement of the war, and among them 
of courfe was the province of Sileiia. From 
that day it has been an undifputed append- 
age of the Pruflian monarchy, and will, in 
all probability, continue fo as long as the 
powers of Auftria fhall be inadequate to 
vindicate the rights which, though fo often 
renounced by treaty, (he has perhaps not yet 
abandoned in her heart. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

« 

Revenues drawn from Silefta by Frederick- 
Land-tax — Capitation-tax — Exeife* 

- 

Berlin, 7th February i8oi. 

Th e mod important change in the internal 
condition of Silefia which followed its con- 
queft by the King of Pruffia, proceeds from 
the precautions which he found neceffary to 
fecure it. Under the Auftrian government 
there had been no ftrongly fortified places to 
bar the progrefs of an invader, and not more 
than two thoufand men garrifoned within 
the province in time of peace* You have 
feen by my former letters at what a vaft 
expenfe Frederick II. ihielded his ac- 
quifition by the fortrefles of Schweidnitz, 
Silberberg, and Glatz; befides which he 
conftantly kept on foot an army of forty 
thoufand men within the limits of the pro- 
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vince. To defray the coft of all this force, 
the revenues arifing from the country to be 
defended by it were alone applied ; and there 
cannot poffibly be a more luminous proof of 
the difference between a good and bad admi- 
niftration of the fame refources, than the 
fadt, that the King of Pruffia accomplirtied 
all this without adding at all to the burdens 
of the people who had become his fubje&s. 

The revenues drawn from Silcfia by its 
laft Auftrian fovereigns had been colledted 
from the produce of the domains, and from 
taxes granted by the provincial ftates. Ac- 
cording to the fyftem common to almoft all 
the governments of Germany, the domains 
are confidered as the private property of the 
prince. They confift of the rents of his 
lands, judicial fines, the capitation, the 
ranfom of Jews, the fale of fait, and cer- 
tain tolls or cuftoms. The fums raifed and 
granted by the ftates were levied by land-tax 
and excife. Thcfe in the laft years of the 
Auftrian government had amounted to about 
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two millions and a half of rixdollars annu- 
ally; and the JancUtax granted in the year 
1739 was one million feven hundred and 
four thoufand nine hundred and thirty-two 
rixdollars. 

* 

Immediately after the conqueft, Frederick 
declared that he would t^ke this fum as the 
meafure of that which he fhould annually 
require by the land-tax, and promifed for 
himfelf and his fucceflbrs that no higher 
fum Ihould ever be required, however the 
value of the lands in the province might be 
raifed by improvements. At the fame time 
he abolilhed the excife altogether, excepting 
- in the cities, and took it away in feveral 
abfurd and oppreffive particulars even there. 
By this proceeding the very fliadow of what 
Englifhmen arid Americans ufually confider 
as the moft important principle of liberty, 
the neceflity of the fubjedt's confent for the 
levying of taxes, was renewed. In this 
refpedt Frederick adted as a conqueror, and 
in a very arbitrary manner. But it was 
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prcfoably for the real advantage of the people, 
that one permanent and unalterable fum 
fliould be fixed as the annual claim of the , 
government upon their lands, inftead of the 
unequal and often more burden fome demands 
to which they were liable under the Auftrian 
fway, with which they were alike obliged 
to comply, the confcnt of the ftates being 
little more than a bare form. The mode of 
railing the fum Frederick took upon himfelf. 
He employed a fmall number of officers to 

make an accurate valuation of all the lands 

• 

in the province, and of the incomes proceed- 
ing from them. This work wtfs accom- 
pli (hed in two years' time, and is aflerted to 
be one of the moft exacl: and detailed valua- 
tions ever made. This being accomplifhed, 
the affeflmeat was made upon the income of 
fhe lands, and in proportions varied accord- 
ing to the condition of the proprietors. The 
eftatcs belonging Id the king, the princes, 
the nobility, the fecular clergy, and to 
fchoolmafters, were charged to k the amount 
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of twenty-eight one third of their annual 
income * thofe of the peafants were burdened 
thirty-four per cent. ; thofe of knightly orders 
with forty per cent.; and thofe of the 
btfhop, the fpiritual foundations, and the 
convents, with fifty per cent. It is one ot 
the particularities of this ordinance, that the 
King's own domains are fubje&ed to it. The 
panegyrifts of Frederick make a merit of 
this, thotigh it amounts to little elfe than 
taking from one pocket to put into another* 
It was, however, a good pretext to him for 
charging in like manner the noble and clerical 
cftates, v hich, in many other countries, are 
exempted from taxation. Had he carried 
the fpirit of equity, upon which he made 
this arrangement, ftill further, and inverted 
the proportions of the two firft clafles of his 
aflHTments, the regulation would have been 
yet more honourable for himfelf, and might 
be contemplated with more pleafure by the 
friends of humanity. A tax of thirty-four 
per cent, upon the whole annual produce of 



Digitized by Google 



ACCOUNT OF SILESIA. 32I 

the farmer's lands, raifed at all times in pro- 
found peace, as well as amidft the flame of 
war in our country, would be confidered as 
altogether intolerable. Yet there are few- 
countries in Europe where the burden is not 
ftill heavier. In many, one half of the pea- 
fant's produce fuffices not to fatisfy the de- 
mands of his government. Frederick's va- 
luation rated the lands very low, and their 
worth has fince been raifed ; fo that an ave- 
rage of about twenty-eight per cent. i$ con- 
fidered to be the charge upon the whole 
landed income. The value of all the lands 
was eflimated at about thirteen millions fter- 
ling, and their income at about one. 

The capitation-tax was limited to fuch 
inhabitants of the country as were not pro- 
prietors of lands, in proportions from one 
rixdollar to eight, according to the means 
of the individual. The linen and woollen 
(pinners and weavers were exempted from it. 
The produce of this tax amounts to about 
one hundred and fifty thoufand rixdollars, 

Y 
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or twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling. For 
the purpofe of collecting thefe taxes, the 
whole province is divided into forty-eight 
circles, each named from the city contained 
within it. In every circle there is a landrath 
(an officer I mentioned to you in my letter 
from Frankfort), and under him a receiver, 
who keeps his office in the city within the 
circle. The fchultz, or conftable, in every 
village collects the taxes due by the inha- 
bitants, ahd at a ftated day in every month 
pays them into the receiver's office : the pro- 
prietors of lands, not included within any 
village, mull pay in like manner to the re- 
ceiver for themfelves. At Breflau and at 
Glogau are two offices of receivers-general , 
where, at the clofe of each month, the re- 
ceivers of all the circles within the refpe&ive 
diftridts render in the monies they have re- 
ceived. Thefe offices are under the fuperin- 
tendence of the governor, or, according to 
the cuftomary Pruffian denomination, the 
Huniftcr of Silefia. The monthly payments 



Digitized by Google 



ACCOlMT OF SllESlA, 32J 

mud invariably be made, without any varia- 
tion or dedu&ion } but if a landholder has 
thet with any extraordinary lofs or damage, 
by fite, ftorms, or difeafe among his cattle* 
& proportional allowance is made him, after 
due examination and eftimation by the land- 
frath : this allowance is not abated from his 
oifual monthly affeffment, but is paid to him 
in fpecie out of the receiver-general's office. 
This arrangetnent muft often occafion trou- 
ble, feemingly unneceflary, to individuals; 
yet it is more calculated to confirm and efta- 
blifli a fyftematic punctuality, than if the 
allowance was deducted from the landhblder's 
monthly payment. The landrath is refpon- 
fible for the regular collection of the tax ; 
and if any landholder run into confidcrable 
arrears, his eftate is put under adminiflra- 
tioti; with an allowance for his own fupport, 
tvhile the reft of his income is applied to the 
difcharge of his taxes due. 

The excife, as I have before mentioned, 
is limited to the cities, where it is intended 
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as a fubftitute for the land-tax, which is not 
extended to them. But this excife is applied 
even to the moft neceffary articles of con- 
sumption, fuch as corn and beer. It is col- 
lected by the vifitors and receivers at the 
gates of the cities, a clafs of people with 
whom you, as a traveller in Germany, have 
been well acquainted. Thefe confift com- 
monly of invalid foldiers, who are thus pro- 
vided with a comfortable fubfiftence ; and 
they pay, monthly, the fums colledted into 
the two offices at Breflau and Glogau, in the 
fame manner as I have mentioned of the 
land-tax. The produce of the excife may 
be eftimated now at more than two hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling; and, like the 
other tax, is appropriated to the maintenance 
of the troops in Silefia. 

Yours, &c. 



- 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

Silefian Revenue continued — French Excife- 
men introduced at the Recommendation of 
Helve tius; but fent home by the prefent 
King—Sale of Salt — Tax upon Jews — 
T oils and Cujloms — Civil Offices. 

Berlin, 7th February 1801. 

The fevcn years war coft this province at 
leaft one hundred and fifty thoufand of its 
inhabitants, and ruined many of its prin- 
cipal cities. It could not be furprifing, there- 
fore, that after undergoing fuch a feries of 
calamities, and fuch a thorough devaluation, 
the produce of the excife Ihould have fuf- 
fered a great diminution, Frederick II. 
without making the due allowance for 
what was fo eafily accountable, imagined 
the deficiencies of return to proceed from a 
defeft in the fyftem of colle&ion. Soon 
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after the peace he received a vifit from the 
philofopher Helvetius. But, for the mif- 
fortune of Pruflian people, Helvetius was a 
farmer-general of France, as well as a philo- 
fopjier, and perfuaded his brother-philofo- 
pher-king, that the only way to raife the 
profits of his e^cife was, to collect. it after 
the manner of the French farmers-general, 
and by officers ready trained under them. 
This fyftem, it is perfectly well known, was 
at once in the higheft degree odious and 
oppreffive to the people who paid the taxe?, 
and unprofitable to the government which 
raifed them ; but thefe little inconvenience? 
Were abundantly compensated by the confider- 
ation of the immenfe profits derived from it 
by the collectors, the farmers-general, of 
which body Helvetius himfelf was fo 
worthy a member. The king took his aoV- 
yice, and fent for an army of French excife- 
men, which he difperfed in every part of 
his dominions, to take ample vengeance, as 
the Englifli minifter Mitchel obferved, fo? 
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the defeat of their countrymen at Rofbach. 
This was the moft injudicious and unpopu* 
Jar meafure of his whole reign. The (yftem 
was continued, however, until his death. 
One of the firft adts of his fucceflbr was to 
abolifti it, and fend home the French excife- 
men, as you will recoiled; to have feep in 
Mirabeau's book. 

In each of the two chambers of domains, 
or receiver-generals' offices, there is a fub- 
divifion called the office of domain-rents, 
into which all the revenues from the domains 
are paidf Of thefe domains, the tolls, and 
turnpike payments, for the maintenance of 

m 

roads and bridges, the rents of lands belong- 
ing to the king perfonally, and the (lamp* 
taxes, are of an unexceptionable nature. But 
there feems an abfurdity, that the king 
ihould declare himfelf the only falt-mer- 
chant in his dominions, and fomething op- 
preffive and arbitrary ir\ compelling the 
fubjedl to take a giver\ quantity of the arti- 
cle, whether he wants it or not. This ufage 
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has been, however, eftabliftied. here for 
more than four centuries. On the fouth 
fide of the Oder, the Silefians are furnifhed 
with this article from the royal falt-works 
near Halle and Schubek ; on the north fide, 
with rock-falt, from the neighbouring mines 
of Wieliozka, fituated in that part of Po- 
land, which, at the firft partition, was allot- 
ted to the Houfeof Auftria. This rock* fait 
the farmers give in large ma(Tes to their fheep 
and cows to lick. The finenefs and foftnefs 
of the Silefian wool is afcribed to the ufe of 
this fait, which contains a certain portion of 
petroleum and bitumen. 

The tax upon Jews, who are obliged to 
pay annually ten thoufand rixdollars, for 
being fufFered lo live in Silefia, is another 
iniquitous fource of revenue to the royal do- 
mains. The objedt was fo fmall, and the 
tax in its nature fo odious, that it might 
have been expc&ed a monarch who was tole- 
rant and equitable where his intereft was 
not concerned, would have abolifhed it. 
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Perhaps he partook of the common prejudice 
againft the Jews, which, you will have feen 
by fome of my former letters, is unufcially 
violent in Silefia. 

All perfons appointed to civil offices are 
likewife obliged to pay the firft quarter's 
falary into the royal domain office. 

The fundamental maxim of Frederick IL 
in affairs of finance was, that the in- 
come muft always exceed the expenfes. 
This fyftem is in the prefent reign reftored 
to its full vigour. The revenues from Silefia 
are calculated to exceed the outgoings by 
about half a million of rixdollars. 

On the firft of June, every year, the efti- 
m*te of both, for the enfuing twelve months, 
and the accounts of the year preceding, are 
laid before the king, and muft have his ap-. 
probation and fignature. Befides this, he 
receives an abftraft of the amount of income 
and expenfe to the clofe of every month, 
from the two general offices. The minifter 
of Silefia has a limited authority to tlirelt 
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the payment of unforefcen or contingent 
charges to a fmall amount ; but otherwife, 
no difburfement can be made without an exr 
prefs order from the king. 

Thus much may fuffice, to give you a 
general idea of the Pruffian government in 
Silefia, relative to the important point of 
finance. In fome refpedts it is a fyftem cqm- 
mon to all the Pruflian dominions. In others 
it is dtftinguiflied by peculiarities which do 
hot extend to the other provinces. But the 
taxes, heavy, as by the above relation you 
have found them to be, are not the only bur* 
dens which the people are obliged to fup- 
port, for maintaining the country in a ftate 
of defence. There are others of a nature no 
lefs aggravating, which I (hall referve foc< 

» 

your confideration in my next letter. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Peculiar Burdens to which (he Inhabitants 
of Silefia are fubjeBed by Pru/fia. 

Berlin, 14th February 1891. 

The burdens to which I referred at the clofe 
of my laft letter, and to which the inhabit- 
ants of Silefia are fubjedted under the Pruf. 
iian government, are— 1. The compulfory 
obligation of ferving the king as foldiers ; — 
a , The obligation of giving quarters to the 
troops ; — -and, 3. Of performing perfonal 
labour j and furnijhiiig horfes for the king's 
ufe % that of his army, and his civil offices, at 
prefcribed and under-rated prices. — While 
this province belonged to the Houfe of Auf- 
f ria, the people were, in the fame manner, 
Jiable to thefe duties. But they were, appa- 
rently, far lefs oppreffive, becaufe, propor- 
tionally fpeaking, there was no army levied. 
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maintained, or ftationed in garrifon, within 
the province, which required the perform- 
ance of thefe fervices. At prefent, of the 
forty thoufand men which form the Silefian 
army, about one half are natives of the 
province, enrolled as a thing of courfe, and 
doomed from their birth to military fervice. 
A certain diftridt is allotted to every regi- 
ment, within which it is to be recruited. 
The commander has a lift of all the inhabit- 
ants of the diftridt liable to enrolment, and 
fends an officer annually round to meafure, 
infpedt, and regifter for fervice the young 
men who have attained the age of fervice. 
The exemptions from this duty are — only 
fons and eldeft fons of farmers, who are 
confidered as neceffary for the tillage of the 
ground — weavers, and perfons engaged in 
fome other ufeful trades — perfons upon 
whofe labour infant families, or an aged 
mother, depend for fubfiftence — foreigners 
fettled in the country, and their children — 
the city of Breflau, and the inhabitants of 
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the mountains and mountain-towns, for the 
fake of the linen manufactories. The fer- 
vice of thefe foldiers in time of peace is re- 
quired only during three months in the year, 
when they are afliduoufly trained and exer* 
cifed, and which clofe with the month of 
Auguft, when the king reviews them at 
Neyfs and Breflau. This Frederick IL 
never failed to do. His fucceffors have fre- 
qiiently omitted it, and the laft fummer was 
the firft inftance of it under the prefent reign. 
During the remainder of the year the native 
Silefian foldiers are on furlough. Their pay 
continues, but is not received by them. It 
is the perquifite of the captains, whofe in* 
tereft is thus engaged not to keep their men 
in fervice longer than is abfolutely neceffary. 
The author of an excellent work on the 
ftatc of Silefia, before and fince the year 
1740, from which moft of the information 
in my late letters is collected, alleges argu- 
ments to prove, that the advantages derived 
from the army to the province, are more 
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than fufficient to balance its inconvenienced 
He fays, that the garrifons in the towns, of 
courfe, put in circulation a quantity of money , 
afford fubfiftence to tradefmen of all defcrip^ 
tions, and furnifh a market for the produce 
of the farmer. He likewife mentions it 
as the principal means of contributing to 
the civilization of Upper Silefia, where, but 
for this, the people would ftill be deeply 
plunged in barbarifm. The military fervice 
habituates the peafant youth to principles of 
order and the pra&ice of cleanlinefs, which 
they communicate, more of lefs, sftnong 
their neighbburs, upon returning to refide 
among them ; yet there is no queftion but 
that the circulation of money, the civiKza^ 
tjon of the people* order, cleanlinefs, and 
refinement of manners, are far greateft in the 
capital, and in the mountain towns, which 
are not favoured with thefe liberal garrifons, 
and thefe civilizing foldiers. 

The obligation of quartering troops is, iA 
time of peace, confined to the citieis. Not 

■ 
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more than two thirds of thefc have garri- 
fons; but a tax for quartering is affeffed 
alike upon all, and the produce is applied to 
the payment of the houfeholders who adiu- 
ally lodge foldiers* The allowance is of eight 
groffchen (about twenty-five cents* or one 
fhilling and three halfpence flerling j a month 
for a man, and fix groffchen for a horfe. In 
the principal fortrefles barracks have been 
built at the king's cxpenfe, which alleviate, 
in fome degree, this burden upon the citi- 
zens. 

The moft oppreflive and iniquitous of all 
thefe duties is that of furnifliing labour, 
horfes, and other articles, at regulated and 
inadequate prices. The farmers are thus 
obliged to furnifti poft-horfes for all perfons 
travelling in the fervice of the king, at the 
rate of three groffchen a mile for each horfe. 
The poft-mafters make them do the fame for 
all travellers* by what is called extra-poft; 
and while they allow the peafant only three 
groffchen, they charge the traveller ten for- 
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every horfe he takes. Thus, by the inter- 
' vention of the government, the traveller and 
his conductor are both oppreffed and de- 
frauded, for the benefit of the poft-mafters. 
Is it furprifing that the people give their 
horfes in fuch cafes, with extreme reluc- 
tance, and that travellers are obliged to wait 
for fix hours together at a pofl-houfe for 
horfes ? The government itfelf, as a correc- 
tive to its own iniquity, is obliged to make 
regulations, which are meant to relieve the 
peafant, but which contribute no lefs to the 
vexation and delay of the traveller. Thus, 
- a limited weight of baggage is only allowed, 
and the poftillions are not bound to drive 
fafter than three of our miles an hour. This 
wretched adminiftration of the poft-office is 
not peculiar to Silefia ; it prevails all over 
Germany; and every traveller with poft- 
horfes through this country witneffes the 
natural and unavoidable effedts of fuch a 
caufe. When an extraordinary number of 
Jiorfes is required for the fervice of the army, 
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for work at the fortrefles, or for the maga- 
zines, the requifitions are diftributed, by the 
refpe&ive landraths, round the number of 
circles defignated by the domain-chambers. 
The prices arc regulated by the government. 
The like rule prevails with regard to the 
provifions and ftores neceflary for the troops 
in time of war. 

Upon the fame principle, all day-labourers 
and poor tenants are obliged to work at the 
building or repairing the fortrefles, for wages 
f>refcribed by the government. When it is 
confidered what an immenfe expenfe of 
labour Frederick II. beftowed upon the 
fortification of Silefia, this will appear 
to have been no trifling objedl in his reign. 
It is faid that he always paid the workmen 
liberally ; often beyond the common market 
rate of workman's wages ; but ftill the badge 
of fervitude remains. 

Yours. &c. 
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LETTER XL. 

Political Conjiitution of Silefia— The tfobles \ 
Citizens, and Pcafants. 

Berlin, 24th February 1801. 

The obje£t of this letter will be to give 
you an idea of the political conftitution of 
the province of Silefia. By the word con- 
ftitution, I do not here under ftand what 
commonly goes by that name in our country. 
The fupreme power in this, as in the other 
Pruffian provinces, is in the hands of a fingle 
perfon : it is a fimple monarchy ; but it is 
governed by permanent laws, with regular 
forms ; and the various claffes of inhabitants 
have privileges which every king, upon re- 
ceiving their homage, promifes to proteft 

and maintain. 

The inhabitants of Silefia are difcriminated 
in three claffes, by the names of nobles, 
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citizens (or rather townfmen), add peafants. 
The nobility confift of the proprietors of the 
mediate principalities. You will remember 
to have feen in my former letters that the 
province was parcelled out, when under the 
Polifti government, into nearly twenty dif- 
tindt principalities, held by various de- 
fcendants of the Piaft family; and that 
under the Bohemian dominion thefe princi- 
palities efcheated to the crown, whenever 
the branch of the family which refpe&ively 
held them became extinft. In procefs of 
time this happened to them all ; but fome of 
the principalities have ever fince been held 
as appendages to the Bohemian, and now to 
the Pruflian fceptre; while others, after the 
extin&ion of the Piafts, were granted to 
other families. Hence the diftindkion pre- 
vailing at this day between the mediate prin- 
cipalities, poflefled by fubordinate proprie- 
tors, and the immediate principalities be- 
longing to the crown. The privileges of 
thefe holders of the mediate principalities are 
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thofe of not being boun4 tp do homage to the 
king, otherwife than in perfon j and of hav- 
ing a fort of government ancj judicial courts 
of their own appointment, fubje<5l; only to 
appeal to the highcft tribunal of the mo* 
narchy, to which alone they are thcmfelves 
perfonally^ amenable. Next to thefe are the 
owners of certain free lordfhips, not bearing 
the title of principalities, but, like them, con- 
ferring the privilege of doing homage in per- 
fon, and of having their own inferior courts* 
Others, which bear the name of kffer lord- 
fhips, have likcwife peculiar, but Jefs exten- 
five privileges. Laft of all comp the counts, 
barons, and nobles, old and new, between 
whofe rights there is little difference, con- 
fifting principally in the capacity to hold a 
no^le landed ellate, and in belonging to the 
clafs among whom all the high offices of 
ftate, ecclefiaftical, civil, and military, are 
exclulively diftributed. The landholders only 
have the right of a feat in the ftates of the 
•provinces, aad they have but a limited power 
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to purchafe lands not previoufly noble ; they 
are not allowed to pradtife any trade or me^ 
chanic pfofeflion, but may engage in whole* 
fale commerce. The number of noble fami- 
lies amounts to about five thoufand. 

The townfmen are the inhabitants of the 
cities ; or rather this denomination Compre- 
hends all the inhabitants of the province, 
other than thofe belonging to the two othetf 
orders. The greateft diftindtion between thfc 
privileges of the nobility and thofe of the 
townfpeople is, that the former are all per- 
fonal, and the latter all corporate. The 
townfman, individually, has no privileges* 
but, as a citizen, partakes of thofe whicli 
belong to the town. Thefe are not uniform, 
and in former letters I have noticed fom6 
which are peculiar to Breflau and the moun- 
tain-towns. In general, the privileges of 
the towns are — ift, To be governed by thei* 
own laws of internal police, and by-laws j 
fubjed, however, to the approbation of the 
government by the defignated provincial trw 
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bunal. ad, To cleft their own magiftrates ; 
but this is cxercifed only by the magiftrates 
thcmfelves : generally their places are for 
life, and the vacancies arc filled up by the 
choice of the remaining members. 3d, The 
exclufive right of working or pr^&ifing in 
apy of the corporate trades within the city. 
4th, A privilege, by the name of mile-right,: 
by force of which no trade or mechanic art 
yrbatfoever, whether corporate or not, can 
be exercifed within a German mile of the 
city, but by the burghers themfelves, And* 
|th, The right of holding annual fairs, -under 
ancient grants from the government. AH 
thefe things bear the name of privileges; 
but what moft of them really arc, the fairs 
fufficiently indicate. The principle upon 
which the fairs are founded is a momentary 
fufpenfion of the exclufive rights pf the cor-» 
^orations* — a fingle week, during which a 
ftranger may fell a coat, or a pair of ftioes, 
or a glafs of beer or brandy, within the town ; 
this laft privilege, therefore^ is only a fliort 
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relief from the burden of the reft. The 
burghers form about one fourth of the popu- 
lation. 

Under the name of peafants, are comprifed 
all the inhabitants of the country without 
the cities, who are employed in the tillage 
of the land, with the exception of thofe who, 
by birth, office, or fome fpecial privilege, 
belong to one of the other clafles. They 
conftitute nearly three quarters of the popu- 
lation. Of this great mafs of the people, a 
very fmall part are entirely free. By the 
new Pruflian code o£laws, perfonal fervitude 
is, indeed, nominally aboliftied ; but the fer- 
viccs and duties of which it confifted are not 
only retained, but formally regulated by law. 
According to the difference of thefe fervices, 
the peafants are diftinguifhed by three dif- 
ferent denominations : ift, Peafants, pro- 
perly fpeaking. Thefe are men who poffefs 
a hut and a fmall piece of land, and are 
bound to do farming work for the lord, 
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without pay, a certain number of days in 
the week : the number of thefe days is dif- 
ferent upon different eftates. zd 9 Gardeners, 
or perfons who hold a piece of ground, 6r a 
garden, belonging to the lordfhip, upon the 
fame conditions of farming work for the 
lord, for which they receive a fmall and 
very inadequate portion of the produce of 
their labour in kind, or a pittance in money j 
for inftance, about five cents American mo* 
ney (not quite twopence three farthings flcr-» 
ling) by the day, 3d, Houfeholders, or 
perfons who hold a hut without land, who 
fubfift by working as day-labourers, and 
pay the lord a fmall tax in money. AH thefe 
people are, in a manner, appendages to the 
glebe, for they cannot quit the ground to 
which they belong without the con fen tr of 
their lords, or paying a fort of redemption-, 
fine; which, though very trifling, as it 
fliould feem, being only a ducat, is yet more 
than moft of them can, in the courfe of their 

4 
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lives, command. Oft their part, however, 
♦he lords cannot turn thefe tenants away 
from the fpot of land or the cottage they 
hold ; nor can they fell the eftate, without 
conveying at the fame time the tenant, to 
hold with the fame rights and obligations 
under the new lord. All thefe fecurities in 
favour of the peafants were introduced and 
eftablifhed by Frederick II.; for, before 
hi6 time, the tenant was liable to be turned 
out of his poffeflion at the lord's plea- 
fure, and employed in domeftic fervice, or 
left to obtain a fubfiftence as he could. 
Several thoufands of the peafant farms and 
cottages were, in confequence of fuch prac- 
tices, untenanted and falling to ruin at the 
period of the Prufliarf conqueft. Frederick 
obliged the lords to rebuild the cottages, pro- 
vide them with the grounds, cattle, farming 
utenfils, &c. which had belonged to them 
when previoufly occupied, and place in them 
good able-bodied tenants, whom they were 
no longer allowed afterwards to remove. This 
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fyftem, thus eftabliftied, and rigoroufly car- 
ried into execution, certainly contributed 
moft effentially to better the condition of the 
peafants ; but it was oppreflive upon the 
landlords, and a manifeft violation of their 
rights of property. Such is the character of 
arbitrary power ; its only medicines are ex- 
tracts from the deadlieft poifons ; its moft 
bounteous charities are but the fruits of 
robbery. 

It was one of the moft laudable principles 
of Frederick's life to improve, as far as he 
was able, the condition of his fubje&s; and 
an abfolute monarch, lincerely and deeply 
impreffed with this wifh, and at the fame 
time endowed with the moft extraordinary 
mental powers, muft, in the nature of things, 
fucceed in a very confiderable degree. Fre- 

• 

derick unqueftionably did fucceed ; and, 
nearly as the veneration of his nation for his 
memory approaches to idolatry, they know 
not half their obligations to him. , Such is, 
however, the imperfe&ion of every thing 



Digitized by 



ACCOUNT OF SILESIA. 347 

related to human nature, that even the beft 
intentions, guided by the moft confummatc 
abilities, and executed by the moft unlimited 
power, are, in detail, often defeated, and 
often but partially fuccefsful. Frederick's 
meafures were not always thofe beft calcu- 
lated to anfwer his defigns. Thus, when 
by particular ordinances he made regulations 
to relieve the peafants from being overbur- 

* 

dened by exceffive fervices, and prefcribed 
the manner in which they might obtain re- 
drefs againft the ill treatment of their land- 
lords, his meafures were adapted to their 
ends, and in a great degfee anfwered them; 
but when he not only forbade every peafant 
from poflefling more than one fmall farm, and 
even compelled thofe who already poffefled 
more, to fell out or tenant with full-grown 
fons the fuperfluous number, it is moft pro- 
bable that his ordinance rather- countera&ed 
than promoted the objedt he had in view. 
It might tend to preferve things in the ftats 
in which they were, and to prevent the dimi- 
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nution of the number of individuals and of 
families employed in agriculture ; but it 
took off the greateft fpur of induftry, the 
hopes of bettering one's own condition. 
Where the farmer is thus prevented from 
cvet acquiring poffeflions beyond thofe of 
abfolute neceflity for the fubfiftence of his 
family, it is the more incumbent upon his 
government to devife means of repairing the 
calamities of accident, of unpropitious fea- 
fons, or of raging elements. The whole 
rural part of Silefia is therefore diilridted 
out, under the regulations of the govern- 
ment, into focietfes of mutual infurance, 
from which every farmer who has fuffered 

* 

extraordinary damage by fire, inundations, 
ftorms, mortality of cattle, or other cafuaky, 
receives afliftance in money, labour, and th£ 

■ 

articles or animals he has loft. The govern- 
ment likewife remits, for a number of years 
proportioned to the extent of the misfortune, 

all the taxes payable by the fufferers from 

< • . • • • , j * *. * . . • * 
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fuch events ; and the farmer, who without 
fuch relief would be irretrievably ruined, is 
thus preferved to the ftate, and reftored to 
agriculture. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XLL 

Ecclejtafttcal Concerns of Silejia — The Catho- 
lics — Lutherans — And Calvinijls. 

Berlin, 3d March 1801: 

After having given you a fhort account 
of the civil, political, and military confti- 
tution of Silelia, it will be proper to fay 
fomething of its adminiftration in ecclefiaf- 
tical concerns ; an objedt fomewhat compli- 
cated in a province, the inhabitants of which 
are divided, with fo near an equality of num- 
bers, into Roman Catholics and Proteftants. 
. I have, in my former letters, already given 
you an hiftorical narrative of the introduc- 
tion of the Chriftian religion into Silefia, and 
of the dreadful ravages made by the Huffite 
war in the fifteenth, and the thirty-years 
war in the fixteenth century. The hiftory 
of thefe great events, if duly ftudied with 
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a truly honeft heart and an impartial mind, 
is full of inftrudtion. But even to this day, 
when religion has fo little (hare in the pre- 
texts of human diflentions, it is extremely 
difficult to preferve that impartiality, and 
cfpecially to feparate the fadts from the 
colours (hed upon them by the paflions of 
the hiftorian. 

The Silefian bifhopric was founded by the 
converted Duke Miciflaus, in the year 966, 
and a chapter of feveral canons was annexed 
to it. The Duke granted them the right of 
levying tithes throughout the country ; which 
had previoufly been a branch of his own 
ducal revenue. The place of its firft efta- 
blifliment was Schmogra; from which it 
was, nearly a century later, transferred, firft 
to Rezin, and finally to Breflau, where it 
ftill remains at this day. Upon its firft efta- 
blifliment, the bifliop's office was neither of 
high rank nor of fplendid wealth. His 
functions confifted chiefly in teaching the 
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Corn- 
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mandments, to the new converts. The 
canons performed the duties of fingers, fex- 
tons, and fchoolmafters. But, from the 
period of the foundation, for more than four 
centuries, the opinion was almoft univerfalJy 
prevalent here, as in the reft of Europe, that 
the compendium of all human virtue, and 
the atonement of all human vice, confifted 
in founding, building, and endowing, 
churches, cloifters, and other religious in- 
ftitutions. To what an excefs this was car- 
ried, appears in no inftance perhaps more 
forcibly, than in that of Count Peter the 
Dane; a private nobleman, who lived in the 
twelfth century, and built in Poland and 
Silefia no lefs than feventy-feven churches 
and monafteries, many of which are ftill re- 
maining. Animated by the fame fpirit, the 
fucceffive dukes continued to enrich the 
biflioprick and chapter with grants and en- 
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dowments, until they came into poffeftion of 
princely revenues and eftates, and finally of 
a princely title. The firft bifhops, at th& 
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requeft of the dukes, were Italians fent from 
Rome by the popes, who did not let flip the 
occafion of fecuring to themfelves the tribute 
known by the name of Peter's pence. Some 
of the fubfequent biftiops were chofen by 
the chapter, and confirmed by the people j 
after which the popes obtained the power of 
confirmation. This, however, was reduced 
to a mere form, under the Bohemian and 
Auftrian fovereigns of Silefia, who them- 
felves appointed the bifhops, as the kings 
of Pruflia have continued to do fince the 
time of the conqueft. 

As all the grants of the pious dukes to 
the fee, were of revenues or eftates belong- 
ing to them as fovereigns, the principle was 
introduced afterwards, when the veneration 
for the clergy began to fubfide, that they 
were liable to taxation as parts of the regal 
domains. This principle the Bohemian and 
Auftrian fovereigns found fo convenient, that 
they infenfibly put it in practice to the ex- \ 
tent at which it was fixed by Frederick Ih 
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when the country fell into his hands — fifty 
per cent, upon their landed income. 

The dominion which the Roman Catholic 
clergy had obtained over the fouls, bodies, 
and eftates of men, exceflive as it was, always 
found refinance of a formidable character, 
though arifing from very different fources. 
Their power was built upon foundations too 
folid to be overturned by an arm of flplh. 
But what kings and emperors had, for many 
centuries, in vain ufed all the means in their 
power to effed, it was referred for an Au- 
gultine monk to accomplifti. You have 
feen, in my former letters, that the prin- 
ciples of Luther's reformation fpread very 
early, and with great rapidity, in Silefia. They 
were fopn followed by a ftruggle between 
the old eftablifliment and the new fe&, for 
the pofleflion of the churches and church 
eftates, which, at length, proved the caufc 
of the thirty-years war. The event of this 
was to leave the Silcfian Prqteftants almoft at 
the mercy of their temporal fovereign, who 
rdhcrcd to the Catholic caufe, and was guided 
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by the Catholic doftrine of bringing back 
all ftragglers from the church by compul- 
fion. There was only an exception in favour 
of the mediate principalities, whofe dukes 
had embraced the reformation ; and a ftipu- 
lation, that the Proteftants of the other piin- 
cipalities might build three churches. From 
the peace of Weftphalia, until the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, the Proteftants in 
Silefia fuflered frequent oppreflion and per- 
fection; and hundreds of churches and 
fchool-houfes were taken from them, and 
given to the Catholic priefts and teachers : 
but in the year 1706, when Charles XII. 
of Sweden was at the zenith of his 
power and glory, he undertook to interfere 
in behalf of the Silefian Lutherans, and 
prevailed upon the Emperor Jofeph I, to 
conclude a convention, by virtue of which 
the fchool-houfes and churches, taken from 
the Lutherans, were reftored to them, the 
building of fix new churches was allowed, 
and the three confiftories eftabliflied at Brieg, 
Legnits, and Wohlau. Such nearly r<> 
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mained the fituation of things when Frede- 
rick made himfelf mafter of the province. 
Upon, his firft invafioq he declared,' that all 
the feveral fe#s fhould enjoy an equal liberty 
of worlhip, and that the Catholics lhould 
continue to hold all the churches and church 
goods which they then poffeffed . Both tbefe 
points were afterwards ftipulated as formal 
engagements in the treaty of peace, by 
which, in 1 742, the province was ceded to 
Pruffia. The number of churches at that 
time in the country amounted to more than 
two thoufand ; of which about four hun- 
dred belonged to the Lutherans. Thefe, in 
confequence of the liberty allowed them, 
have fince built about two hundred more ; 
but even now, although they are in number 
equal to the Catholics, they poffefs not more 
than a fourth part of the churches. •• 
The King of Pruffia declared himfelf the 
immediate head of all the churches in his 
dominions ; and for the adminiftration of 
the Catholic ecclefiaftical concerns, made the 
bifliop his vicar-general. From his fjpiritual 
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jurifdidtion, an appeal was allowed to a fynod 
of ecclefiaftics belonging to the provinces, 
but none to the pope. The king referved to 
himfelf the appointment of the bifhop, as 
well as to all other fuperior ecclefiaftical 
offices, and fuffered the confirmation of the 
pope only as a bare formality. He met with 
fome oppofition to the exercife of this power 
from the chapter, but they foon found refift- 
ance ufelefs, and fubmitted. 

The fuperintendence of ecclefiaftical con- 
cerns and church affairs for the Pfoteftants 
was committed to three uppet confiftories, 
confifting of laymen belonging to the pro- 
vincial government, and of fome clergymen. 
Their fundtions and authority are the famfc 
with thofe of the biftiop's vicar-general, 
among the Catholics. It confifts of the in- 
fpedtion and cuftody of the churches and 
fchools, the examination of candidates be- 
fore they are allowed to commence preachers, 
the confirmation and ordination of clergy- 
men, and a certain jurifdidlion in matrimcf- 
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nial concerns. Each confiftory appoints a 
number of infpedors, who, within their 
feveral diftri&s, fupcrintend the churches 
and fchools, and attend to the execution of 
the confiftorial ordinances. 

There are in the province about feventy 
convents of monks, and eighteen of nuns, 
which contain about two thoufand fouls. 
The priors and abbeffes are appointed by the 
king, from a lift of three candidates, chofen 
by the members of the convent itfelf. Before 
the order of Jefuits was aboliflied, they had 
here eleven colleges, the revenues of which 
are now applied to the maintenance of the 
univerfity at Breflai?i and of fome other 
fchools. 

The prefentation to a common parfon- 
age belongs to the lord or owner of the fpot 
where it is fituated. But this is fubje& to 
the confirmation of the king, exercifed by 
the domain-chambers. This confirmation 
is dependent upon the refult of an examina- 
tion into the character and fentiments of the 
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perfon prefented. An oath of allegiance is 
likewife required, as a preliminary to it. 
Thefe are neceflary checks to counteract that 
averfion to the Pruffian government, and that 
propenfity towards the Houfe of Auftria, 
which is yet far from being eradicated 
among the Catholics of Silefia. 

Befides the two religious feds into which 
the inhabitants of the province are divided, 
there are a fmall number of Calvinifts, who, 
under the former government, were alike 
obnoxious to the Catholics and Lutherans, 
and, therefore, perfecuted and oppreffed. 
But fince they have been put on an equal 
footing of religious liberty with the others, 
they have built churches in Breflau, and in 
a few other towns. Their clergy receive 
moderate falaries from the king, and are thus 
placed above that flate of indigence, which 
is fo burdenfome and fo pernicious to the 
confideration and influence of the Catholic 
and Lutheran clergy. Thefe have fcarccly 
any other fubfiftence than the cafual fees 
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they receive for the performance of their 
functions, of baptifm, marriage, confeflion, 
burial, &c. ; and thefe being all fixed, in 
money, at rates judged equitable fome cen- 
turies ago, have fo much depreciated, that 
they cannot fuffice to fupport a clergyman 
and his family, without fbme affiftance from 
other fources. They are thus obliged to 
devote part of their time to farming, or to 
mechanic trades ; occupations which, how- 
ever ufeful and refpeftable in themfclves, 
have a tendency to degrade them in the efti- 
mation of the people to whom they are 
given as fpiritual guides, and often with* 
draw them from the ftudies fuited to their 
office, as well as from the performance of 
their duties. 

The fituation of the province with regard 
to fchools and inftitutions for the education 
of youth, will, by natural connexion, claim 
our next attention. But this I fhall refervc 
for my following letter* 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XLII. 

Schools and Seminaries for the Injlruftion of 
Youth in Silefia — Syjlem of Education ejla- 
blijhcd by Frederick II. upon the Recom- 
mendation of Fe/biger. 

Berlin, 7th March 1801. 

I have promifed in this letter to give you 
fome account of the inftitutions in the pro- 
vince of Silefia, for the education of youth. 
The univerfity at Breflau, and the academy 
of nobles at Liegnitz, I need not mention, 
having noticed them in my letters,, at the 
time when we vilited thofe places. Bolides 
thefe, there are what we call grammar- 
fchools, were Latin is taught in almoft every 
town of the province, and ufually in con- 
nexion with fome church or convent. But 
the arrangements and regulations of the tri- 
vial fchools, as they are here called, fchools 
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deftined for that elementary inftrudtion which 
ought to be diffufed over the whole mafs of 
the people, particularly deferve your atten- 
tion; becaufe you may perhaps, as a native 
of New- England, entertain the prejudice, 
that your own country is the only fpot on 
earth where -this objedt is rightly managed, 

* 

and where the arts of reading and writing 
are accomplifhments almoft univerfally 
poffeffed. 

Probably, no country in Europe could fo 
ftrongly conteft our pre-eminence in this re- 
fpedl as Germany; and fhe, for this honour- 
able diftin&ion, is indebted principally to 
Frederick II.; to the zeal with which he 
purfued the purpofe of fpreading ufeful 
knowledge among all clafles of his fubjedts ; 
and to the influence of his example, and 
of his fuccefs, even beyond the limits of his 
own dominions. To enter upon this topic, 
with the details of which it is fufceptible, 
might, perhaps, not amufe you, and would 
lead me too far from my fubjedl; I (hall, 
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therefore, confine myfelf to the meafures he 
adopted, and the fyftem he introduced, in 
this particular into Silefia. 

At the time of his conqueft, education 
had feldom made an objed of the concern 
of governments, and Silefia, like the reft of 
Europe, was but wretchedly provided, either 
with fchools or teachers. In the fmall towns 
and villages the fchoolmafters were fo 
poorly paid, that they could not fubfift with- 
out pra&ifing fome other trade, befides their 
occupation as inftrudtors, and they ufuafljr 
united the character of the village-fiddler 
with that of the village-fchoolmafter. Even 
of thefe there were fo few, that the children 
of the peafants in general, throughout the 
province, were left untaught. This was 
efpecially the cafe in Upper Silefia. Frede- 
rick iffued an ordinance, that a fchool fliould 
be kept in every Village, and that a competent 
fubfiftence fliould be provided for the fchool- 
matter, by the joint contribution of the lord 
of the village, and of the tenants themfelves. 
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The fuperintendence of the fchools was pre* 
fcribed as the duty of the clergy. 

But, in order that this ordinance might 
have its due execution, it was neceflary to 
form the teachers themfelves, properly qua* 
lifted to give ufeful inftrudlion. This was 
effected by the perfevering intelligence and 
fceal of a man, by the name of Felbiger, an 
Auguftine monk, belonging to a convent at 
Sagan ; a man, fays a Silefian hiftorian, whom 
a great part of Germany muft thank for a 
revolution, not lefs important, though of 
flower progrefs and milder character, than 
that which, two centuries and a half earlier, 

r 

was accompliflied by another monk of the 
fame order— by Luther. 

Felbiger, after fpending fome years at Ber- 
lin, to obtain a perfect knowledge of the 
beft method of inftrudtion pra&ifed in the 
fchools there, returned to Sagan, and made 
the convent to which he belonged, a femi- 
nary for young ecclefiaftics, and candidates 
as fchool mailers, to acquire the knowledge 
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of the improved mode of teaching. Seve- 
ral other inftitutions of the fame kind were, 
in due time, eftablifhed at Breflau, Glatz, 
and other places, upon his principles, and 
conduced by perfons whom he had formed. 
To defray the expenfes neceffary for the fup- 
port of thefe feminaries, a fund is raifed, 
confifting of one quarter's falary, which 
every Catholic curate is obliged to pay, upon 
being fir ft fettled in a parfonage. 

With each of thefe feminaries are con- 
nedted certain fchools, where the young can- 
didates for the clerical or teaching office are 
obliged to attend, and obferve the pra&ke 
of the method, the theory of which they 
learn at the feminaries themfelves. The 
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clergy are required, nolefs than the teachers, 
to go through this procefs, becaufe the fupei> 
intendence; over the teachers is intrufted to 
them* No young man can be admitted to 
either of the offices, without an atteftation 
of his qualification from one of the femU 
naries. 
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After all thefe preparatory meafures had 
been carried into effc& 9 an ordinance was 
publiflied in the year 1765, prefcribing the 
mode of teaching, as adopted in the feini- 
naries, and the manner in which the clergy 
flaould fuperintend the efficacious eftablifh- 
ment of the fyftem. The regulations of this 
ordinance prove the earneftnefs with which 
the King of Pruflia laboured to fpread the 
benefits of ufeful knowledge among his fub- 
jedts. The teachers are dire&ed to give 
plain inftru&ion, and upon objedts appli- 
cable to the ordinary concerns of life ; not 
merely to load the memory of their fcholars 
with words, but to make things intelligible 
to their underftanding; to habituate them 
to the ufe of their own reafon, by explain- 
ing every objedt of the leflbn, fo that the 
children themfclves may be able to explain 
it, upon examination. The candidates for 
fchool- keeping muft give fpecimens of their 
ability, by teaching at one of the fchools 
connected with the feminary, in the prefence 
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of the profcffors at the feminary, that they 
may remark and correct any thing defedtive 
in the candidate's method. If one fchool 
fuffices for more than one village, neither of 
them muft be more than half a German mile 
diftant from it, in the flat country ; nor 
more than a quarter of a mile, in the moun- 
tainous parts. The fchool-tax muft be paid 
by the lord and tenants, without diftin&ion 
of religions. In the towns, the fchool muft 
be kept the whole year round. It is ex- 
pelled that one month fliall fuffice to make 
a child know the letters of the alphabet j 
that in two it (hall be able to join them 5 
and in three, to read. The boys muft all be 
lent to fchool, from their fixth to their thir- 
teenth year, whether the parents are able to 
pay the fchool-tax or not. For the poor, 
the fchool-money muft be raifed by collec- 
tions. Every parent or guardian who neg- 
lects to fend his child or pupil to fchool, 
without fufficient caufe, is obliged tQ pay a 
double fchool-tax, for which the guardians 
lhall have no allowance. Every curate muft 
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examine, weekly, the children of the fchool 
in his parifh. A general examination muft 
be held annually, by the deans of the dif- 
trids, of the fchools within their refpedtive 
precindts ; and a report of the. condition of 
the fchools, the talents and attention of the 
fchoolmafters, the ftate of the buildings, 
and of attendance by che children, made to 
the office of the vicar-general, who muft 
tranfmit all thefe reports to the royal domain 
offices. From thefe, orders are iflued to 
the refpfjdtive landraths, to correct the abufes 
and fupply the deficiences indicated in the 
reports. This fyftem was at firft prepared 
only for the Catholic fchools ; but it was 
afterwards adopted, for the mod part, by 
moft of the Lutheran confiftoriesv. Its truly 
refpedable author, Felbiger, was, in the 
fequel, with the confent of Frederick, in- 
vited to Vienna, by the Emprefs Maria 
Therefa, and her fon Jofeph II. Who ap- 
pointed him dire&or of the normal fchools, 
or femigoaries, in all the Auftyian dominions. 
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His regulations have been introduced, and 
are adted upon, in almoft all the Catholic 
countries of Germany. 

In Silefia they had, at firft, many old 
prejudices to contend with. The indolence 
of the Catholic clergy was averfe to the new 
and troublefome duty impofed on them* 
Their zeal was alarmed at the danger arifing 
N from this difperfion of light to the liabi- 
lity of their church. They confidered alike 
the fpirit of innovation, and the fpirit of 
inquiry, as their natural enemies. Befides 
this, the fyftem ftill meets refiftance from 
the penurious parfimony and ftubhprn lpyp 
of darknefs, prevailing in fome parts of the 
province. Many villages negleft the fujv 
port of their fchools; many individuals, 
upon falfe pretexts, forbear fendijjg their 
children to fchool, for the fake of faving thjg 
tax. The compulsive meafurcs, and .thp 
penalties, prefcribed by the ordinance, are 
uied feldom, and with reludtance. The bene- 
volent defign has not been accpmpjiflifti tf> 
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the full extent of which it was fufceptible; 
but, as far as it has been accompliftied, its 
operation has been a blefling. That its efFedts 
have been very extenfive, is not to be doubt- 
ed, when we compare the number of fchools 
throughout the province, in the year 1752, 
when they amounted only to one thoufand 
five hundred and fifty-two, with that in the 
year 1798, when they were more than three 
thoufand five hundred. The confequences 
of a more general diffiifion of knowledge 
are attefted by many other fads equally clear. 
Before the feven years war, there had fcarcely 
ever been more than one periodical journal 
•or gazette publiftied in the province, at one 
time. There are, now, no lefs than feven- 
teen newfpapers and magazines, which ap- 
pear by the day, the week, tbc month, or 
the quarter, many of them upon fubje&s 
generally ufeful, and containing valuable in- 
formation and inftruction for the people. At 
the former period there were but three book- 
sellers, and all thefe at Breflau. There are, 
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now, fix in that capital, and feven difperfed 
about in the other cities. The number of 
printing-preffes and of book-binders has in- 
creafed in the fame proportion. 

Dodtor Johnfon, in his life of Watts, has 
bellowed a juft and exalted encomium upon 
him, for not difdaining to defcend from the 
pride of genius and the dignity of Icience, 
to write for the wants and the capacities of 
children. " Every man acquainted," fays 
he, 44 with the common principles of human 
adions, will look with veneration on the 
writer, who is atone time combating Locke, 
.and at another time making a catechifm for 
children in their fourth year." But how 
much greater Hill is the tribute of admira- 
tion irreliltibly drawn from us, when we 
behold an abfolute monarch, the greateft 
general of his age, eminent as a writer in 
the higheft departments of literature, de- 
scending, in a manner, to teach the alphabet 
to the children of his kingdom ; bellowing 
his care, his perfevering affiduity, his in- 
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fluencc and his power, in diffufing plain and 
ufeful knowledge amortg his fubjefts ; in 
opening to their minds the firft and mod im- 
portant pages of the book of fcience, in 
filling the whole atmofphere they breathed, 
with that intellectual fragrance, which had 
before been imprifoned in the vials of learn- 
ing, or enclofed within the gardens of 
wealth ! — Immortal Frederick ! when feated 
on the throne of Pruflia, with kneeling mil- 
lions at thy feet, thou waft only a king. 
On the fields of Leuthen, of Zomdorf, of 
Rofbach, of fo many other fcenes of humaft 
blood and anguifh, thou waft only a heft>.< 
Even in thy rare and glorious converfe with 
the Mufes and with fcience, thou waft only 
a philofopher, an hiftorian, a poet ; but in 
this generous ardour, this attive and en- 
lightened zeal for the education of thy peo- 
ple, thou waft truly great — the father of thy 
country — the benefa&or of mankind. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

ON THE LITERATURE AND SCIENCE 

OF SILESIA. 

• ■ ... 

Kloeber Remarks on his " Silcjia before 

and Jince the Tear 1740" Silejian 

> f Authors — Opitz — Wolff— Garve. 

t 

Berlin, 17th March 1801. , 

As I have promifed to make this the laft of 
my letters to you upon the fubjedt of Silefia, 
you will not be furprifed to find it fomewhat 
mifcellaneous anddefultory ; though its con- 
tents will all have reference, more or lefs 
remote, to the ftate of literature and fcience 
in the province; a fubjedfc naturally con- 
ne&ed wkh thofe of my two laft letters, and 
by its intereft and dignity well entitled to 
ferve as the clofing topic. 

In one of my former letters I have told 
you that much of the information you will 
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find in thofe t have written you fince my 
return to Berlin was colledted from a Ger- 
man work, which, under a very modeft title 
of" Silefia before and fince the Tear 1740," 
contains the moft concife and comprehenfive 
model of a provincial hiftory that I ever read. 
Its author, whofe name is not mentioned in 
the work, was a perfon bom in Switzerland, 
but fettled in Silefia, firfl: a$ tutor to a fon 
of the minifter of the province, and after* 
wards as a counfellor of the domain-office at 
Breflau, His name was Kloeber, 

The greateft defed of his book is too 
great a devotion to that fafhionable philo- 
sophy which, either being in its effence, or 
having degenerated into an anti-religious fac- 
tion, has been indefatigable in its exertions 
to fhed ridicule and odium upon the pureft 
and holieft dodtrines that were ever imparted 
to mankind for their comfort and fupport. 
A lighter blemifli is an admiration of Fre- 
derick II. too undifcriminating, which led 
the author to reprefent, and doubtlefs to f$e 
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many of that great King's meafures in a 
more favourable light than they deferved. 

His comparative view of the ftate of 
knowledge, literature, the fine arts, and fci- 
ence, in the province under its former and 
its prefent government, bears fome tokens of 
both thefe faults. He reprefents the former 
as a period of the moft exceflive reftraint, 
the latter as an age of unbounded liberty 
for the Silefian mufes ; and endeavours to, 
fliew that, by a neceflary connexion with 
thofe fads, their former occupations were 
cxclufively confined to words and abftrac- 
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tions, the ufelefs phantafms, or, at beft, the 
mere inftruments of the human intellect ; 
while their prefent employments were to 
fcrutinize things, and promote the real hap- 
pinefs of human life. But the literary liberty 
of the prefent time is not fo very different 
from its former flavery, as his ftatement 
would lead us to fuppofe. The prefs is ftill 
fubjedt to a cenfure in the Pruflian domi- 
nions; and when it is remarked that Mr, 
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Rloeber's own book, though an original, 
was publiflied as a tranflation from the 
Englifh, though in fad: printed at Brefiau, 
bears in its title-page the name of Freiburg 
as the place of its publication, and, though 
anonymous, expofed its author afterwards 
to many vexations, and almoft to perfec- 
tion, it muft be owned that he exhibits a 
very indifferent fpecimen of that unlicenfed- 
freedom which he fo much extols. 

Neither do I believe, that to difcard en- 
tirely the ftudy of words and abftradtions 
from public inftitutions of education, for the 
purpofe of introducing an exclufive appli- 
cation to things, has a tendency to enlarge 
either the fphere of human knowledge, or 
that of human happinefs. Perfection in 
this point, as perhaps in all others, confifts 
in a proper medium ; mere experience will 
never be any thing better than a quack doc- 
tor with his infallible noftrum, as mere me- 
ditation will always be a madman. A fyf- 
iem of education, therefore, founded upon 
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the principle of exercifing only the fenfes, is 
as imperfedt as one which occupies exclu- 
fively the underftanding. Words are only 
the tools of human wifdom ; but without 
the tools, no trade can either be learnt or 
pra&ifed. Abftra&ions are not applicable 
to the common occafions of life ; but moft 
of the common occafions of life are owing 
to the previous and general application of 
abftra&ions to things. If Archimedes had 
not difcovered the forty-feventh propofition 
of the firft book of Euclid, Columbus would 
never have difcovered America. 

Without purfuing any further an argument 
too copious to be duly treated in this place, 
I fliall only obferve, that all the men of re- 
markable eminence of whofe birth Silefia 
can boaft, were educated upon the old fyftem 
of the univerfities. Silefia has for many cen- 
turies been diftinguiflied for the cultivation 
of literature: Melan&hon celebrated them 
in the fixteenth century, as being more ad- 
dicted to the arts of rhetoric and poetry than 
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any part of Germany. In the year 1680 
was publifhed, under the title of " Silejia 
Togata" a catalogue of SiJefian authors, 
amounting to more than two thoufand, and 
whofe writings were upon fubjefts of poli- 
tics, hiftory, genealogy, natural philofophy* 
literature, antiquities, and the remarkable 
objedts in the province. At this day there 
are reckoned to be about five hundred Silefian 
authors living, whofe works embrace topics 
equally various, but with the difference, that 
the German is now almoft exclufively the 
language in which they write, as the Latin 
* was then. 

Among this crowd of literary candidates 
for the Temple of Fame, there are doubtlefs 
numerous gradations of the merit upon which 
each individual's pretenfions are founded: 
but very few can ever fuccced in paffing even 
the threftiold, and ftill fewer in penetrating 
beyond the firft hall of entrance. Of the 
three chief worthies whofe names deferve 
above the reft to be recorded, Opitz, Wolff, 
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and Garve, that of the fecond only has been 
much heard of beyond the bounds of Ger- 
many. 

Martin Opitz may truly be confidered as 
the father of German poetry. He was born 
at Bunzlau in 1597, and died at Danzig in 
1639. He wrote in verfe and in profe, in 
Latin and in German ; originals, tranfla- 
tions, and imitations. His original poems 
confift of ap Eulogium upon the God of 
War; a Defcription of Mount Vefuvius; 
Verfes in Praife of Bacchus ; Panegyrics 
upon diftinguiflied Perfons, his cotempo- 
raries ; Epithalamiums, Funeral Songs, Ele- 
gies, Odes, Sonnets, Epigrams, &c. His 
tranflations, of tragedies from Sophocles and 
Seneca; of the Pfalms, Solomon's Song, 
and the Lamentations j~ of Cato*s Diftichs, 
and from fundry other claflics. He likewife 
put the Treatife of Grotius, upon the Truth 
of the Chriftian Religion, into German verfe. 
He publifhed, in profe, a Treatife upon 
German Profody; and although the poets 

» 
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of the prefcnt age have introduced a greater 
variety of meafures, with all the forms of 
the Latin epic and lyric verfe, as well as the 
Englifli blank verfe ; yet, for the great effen- 
tials of poetical genius and harmonious num- 
bers, it is faid by competent judges that he 
has been furpafled by none of the German 
poets of the prefent age. His moft common, 
meafure of verfe is the Alexandrine, which, 
in his age, was much ufed by the Englifli 
poets too, though afterwards, with reafon, 
abandoned by them, as too formal and mo- 
notonous: it is the meafure of Drayton $ 
Polyolbion. 

Chriftian Wolff, one of the moft eminent 
moral philofophers of the laft century, was 
born at Breflau in 1679, and received his 
early education at the Magdalen fchool in 
that town, as Opitz had done before. Being 
the fon of a poor, though reputable tanner, 
he had not the means of purfuing his ftudies 
to the extent which his inclination urged; 
but it is the peculiar prerogative of genius, 
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not only to burft through all reftraints of 
this nature, but often to turn them to the 
greateft account. Wolff happened to be the 
owner of a finglc book, which was Euclid's 
Elements, with a comment by Clavius; 
this, for the want of others from which to 
fatiate his thirft of knowledge, he was obliged 
to ftudy inceflantly. When this had fixed 
the application of his mind to geometry, he 
procured, by frequenting the public library, 
the means of ftudyinga fyftem of algebra by 
the fame Clavius. While he was thus em- 
ployed, his curiofity often induced his at- 
tendance at the public difputations held in 
the Catholic colleges, and his taking a part 
in them. He fays himfelf that the concur- 
rence of thefe circumftances firft led him to 
th« idea, that geometrical demonftration was 
no more than a feries of duly conne&ed fyl- 
logifms, fuch as he was in the habit of ufing 
to fupport his thefes at the difputations. 
This one idea was the foundation of all his 
fame, and the origin of the 'method which 
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he always purfued in his philofophical 
works— that of adapting the forms of geo- 
metrical reafoning to the fubje&s of moral 
philofophy. With fome difficulty, and by 
pecuniary affiftance from the magiftrates of 
his native place, he fucceeded in procuring 
the advantage of inftrudlion at the univerfity 
of Jena, and afterwards in that of Leipzig, 

His firft publication was a probationary dif- 
fertation to obtain the degree of matter of 
arts. In this treatife he unfolded his fyftem 
of applying mathematics to moral philofo- 
phy ; a fyftem to which he adhered in all 
his fubfequent voluminous writings. At 
Leipzig he became acquainted with Leib- 
nitz, and adopted his theory, fo much cele- 
brated and fo much ridiculed, of the pre- 
eftablijhed harmony. In 1707, Wolff became 

- 

profeflbr of mathematics and natural philo- 
fophy at Halle, where, by the fuperior fplen- 
dour of his reputation, and weight of influ- 
ence, he excited the malevolence and envy 
of two profeflbrs, his colleagues, named 
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Lapge and Gundling. They attacked, and 
procured others to attack his writings ; but 
finding themfelves unfuccefsful in that field, 
they tried another with happier effect. They 
had appealed to the King of Pruflia, Fre- 
derick William I. father of the Great Fre- 
derick, and protector of the univerfity, 
Hating the neceflity of fupprefling Wolff's 
doctrine of pre-eftablifhed harmony, which 
they contended was tantamount to fatalifrn. 
The King, who knew as little about one as 
the other, and thought it only a difpute 
concerning hard words, favoured Wolff the 
moft, as the moft profitable profeffor, and 
prohibited all further attack againft him. 
Lange and Gundling, however, by working 
with the logic of a fort of court buffoon, who 
was likewife prefident of the Academy of 
Sciences, upon the fagacity of two generals, 
at length fucceeded in making the King com- 
prehend, that pre-eftablifhed harmony made 
than a mere machine, and of courfe made it 
perfe&ly a blamelefs a&ion in a. foldier to 

4 
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defcrt. To confirm this ingenious theory, 
the two generals complained, that fince the 
promulgation of thofe pernicious dodtrines, 
the defertion among the troops had adtually 
increafed to an alarming degree. There is 
no penetration fo acute, no addrefs fo well 
applied, as that of dulnefs, infpired by 
malice and envy, and working for the ruin 
of genius. The rivals of Wolff had touched 
the true firing to the King's heart. He was 
now fure that pre-eftabli(hed harmony meant 
atheifm, or high treafon, or both, and in- 
ftantly difmifled Wolff from his profeffor- 
ftiip, with an order to withdraw from Halle 
within twenty-four hours, and from the 
Pruflian territories within two days, upon 
pain of death. The banifhed philofopher 
found, however, a new patron in the King 
of Sweden, then Landgrave of Hefle Caflel, 
who gave him a profefforfliip at Marburg, 
with the fame rights and diftin&ions he had 
enjoyed at Halle. The Pruflian univerfity 
was deferted by. naoft of its fludents ; an£ 
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Frederick William began to doubt of the 
pernicious tendency of pre-eftablilhed har- 
mony. At /£/> ftage of the.bufinefs, in the 
true fpirit of defpotifm, hang firft and then 
try, he ordered four ecclefiaftics of Berlin to 
examine and make report upon the writings 
of Wolff. The report was altogether favour- 
able ; and the King, at two different periods, 
in 1733 and 1739, made advances and pro- 
pofals to draw back the Profeffor to Halle, 
which he with proper fpirit and dignity re- 
jected. At the invitation of Frederick II. 
however, upon his acceffion, and with the 
King of Sweden's confent, he returned, and 
was reinftated at Halle, with a handfome 
falary, the title of privy counfellor, and the 
liberty of lecturing as he Ihould think pro- 
per, without limitation. He afterwards was 
appointed chancellor of the univerfity, and, 
in 1745, was created a baron by the Eledtor 
of Bavaria. His fame and his do&rines 
were now triumphant in every part of the 
learned world ; but found, before his death, 
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more formidable enemies in Maupertuis and 
Voltaiie than Lange and Gundling had been. 
He died in 1754. The credit of his philo- 
lophy began already to decline, and at this 
day thoufands and thoufands of readers, per- 
fectly familiar with Voltaire's ridicule of 
pre-eftablifhed harmony, know not that it 
was pointed ftill more at Wolff than againft 
Leibnitz. 

Chriftian Garve was born at Breflau in 
1742, and educated at the univerfities of 
Halle and Leipzig, where he was for fome 
time profeffor of moral philofophy. The 
latter part of his life he fpent in his native 
city, where he died in the year 1799. His 
works are numerous, originals and tranfla- 
tions ; but almoft wholly upon ethical fub- 
je&s. His tranflation and comment upon 
Cicero's Offices, done at the requeft of Fre- 
derick II. is faid to be fuch as if it had been 
dictated by the very genius of the Roman 
philofopher. His review of MendelfTohn's 
Phaedon, and his remarks upon Fergufon's 
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Moral Philofophy, thefe writers declared 
thev would rather have written than the 
books themfelves. Among his mofl cele- 
brated productions is a Treatife upon the 
Agreement between Morals and Politics. 
The laft .work he publilhed was Anecdotes 
of Frederick II. and of his Converfations 
with him. He is certainly to be efteemed 
one of the firft names in German literature. 

Such men as thefe are the higheft orna- 
ments and glory of the country which gave 
them birth. In giving an account of it, not 
to ;iame them would be a fort of injuftice to 
the country itfelf. You will not think thefe 
very fliort biographical {ketches, therefore, 
out of place, though you will not be forry 
to find me, with them, now bid a final adieu 
to Silefia. 

Yours affectionately. 



THE END. 
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